DOE – Medical and Infectious Disease Update – Wednesday, November 19, 2003

DOE weekly updates on SARS, West Nile Virus, or other illnesses and medical issues will continue as appropriate or as requested. The following information is current as of Thursday, November 20, 2003, 0700 hours, EDT. Information presented is routinely taken from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), http://www.cdc.gov/, The World Health Organization (WHO), http://www.who.int/en/, the Department of Defense Global Emerging Infections Surveillance and Response System site, (DoD-GEIS)-http://www.geis.ha.osd.mil/, and other creditable sources. 
PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR LOVED ONES–GET A FLU SHOT!
Recent News

Flu Season May Be Severe, Officials Say- Tuesday, November 18, 2003; By Rob Stein, Washington Post Staff Writer: The flu season has started much more quickly than usual and features what could be an especially nasty strain of the virus, signs that the nation could be facing a severe influenza outbreak this year, federal health officials said yesterday …Based on the ominous early indications, federal health officials again urged Americans to get a flu shot as soon as possible … http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A54059-2003Nov17.html
Rare Infection Threatens to Spread in Blood Supply - Published November 18. 2003 8:30AM, By Donald G. McNeil Jr., New York Times - A parasitic infection common in Latin America is threatening the United States blood supply, public health experts say. They are especially concerned because there will be no test for it in donated blood until next year at the earliest. The infection, Chagas disease, is still rare in this country. Only nine cases are known to have been transmitted by transfusion or transplant in the United States and Canada in the last 20 years ... http://www.starbanner.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20031118/ZNYT04/311180307/1017/FEATURES01
Get a New Hip, Walk Home That Day, Web-MD, Updated 11/14/2003, By Sid Kirchheimer -- Hip replacement surgery has allowed millions of Americans crippled with arthritis to once again walk pain-free -- but traditionally, only after weeks or months of recovery. But a new technique is helping to transform this popular surgery into an outpatient procedure -- and allowing most patients to recover fully much sooner ... http://dailynews.att.net/cgi-bin/health?e=pub&dt=common&cat=arthritis&st=arthritis90340&src=webmd
CDC INFLUENZA SUMMARY UPDATE … The CDC’s most recent update … During week 45 (November 2 - 8, 2003), influenza activity in the United States continued to increase. , One state health department reported widespread influenza activity, 1 state reported regional activity, 8 states reported local influenza activity, 22 states, New York City, Guam, and Puerto Rico reported sporadic influenza activity, and 18 states and the District of Columbia reported no influenza activity. See the map near the end. http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/weekly.htm
CDC West Nile Virus Home Page - http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/index.htm
Three Ways to Reduce your West Nile Virus Risk:
Avoid Mosquito Bites; Mosquito-Proof Your Home; Help Your Community 

CDC West Nile Virus Statistics, Surveillance, and Control
Maps and Data | Surveillance Program | Guidelines | Case Definition | See Also 

CDC West Nile Virus Case Count - Maps reporting WNV activity and human disease cases reported to CDC have been updated each Wednesday, but not as yet this week. The information for the week ending November 12, 2003 is shown in the chart below. Total cases and deaths now stand at 8393 and 184, respectively. http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/surv&controlCaseCount03.htm 
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West Nile Virus Home > State and Local Government Sites-http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/city_states.htm

Links to State and Local Government West Nile Virus Web Sites
Click on a state to link directly to their West Nile virus Web page. 
See list below for additional city-level and main State Health Department Web sites.
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West Nile Virus Interactive Map – If you go to this site, each State will be ‘HOT’, and moving your mouse on a State will link you to its Health Department’s West Nile web site and bring up other information. Where the CDC map and case summery is a lagging indicator, this map, linked to each State’s Health Department, provides real-time information for those states which update regularly, such as PA and CO. http://www.mosquitoczar.com/west_nile_virus.

West Nile Virus: What You Need To Know
CDC Factsheet - http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/wnv_factSheet.htm
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http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/weekly.htm
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