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DOE – Medical and Infectious Disease Update – Wednesday, 
January 14, 2004 
 

DOE weekly updates on SARS, West Nile Virus, or other illnesses and medical issues will continue as 
appropriate or as requested. The following information is current as of Thursday, January 15, 2004, 0700 hours, 
EST. Information presented is routinely taken from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
http://www.cdc.gov/, The World Health Organization (WHO), http://www.who.int/en/, the Department of Defense 
Global Emerging Infections Surveillance and Response System site, (DoD-GEIS)-http://www.geis.ha.osd.mil/, 
and other creditable sources.  
 

PROTECT YOURSELF AND YOUR LOVED ONES–GET A FLU SHOT! 
 

Recent News 
 

SARS All but Ruled Out in Australia Flight – 15January2004, By STEPHANIE 
HOO, Associated Press Writer, BEIJING - Authorities all but ruled out SARS (news - web sites) in two 
Australian flight attendants who developed symptoms of the illness after flying to China, and two 
people with suspected cases in hard-hit Guangdong province were recovering Thursday. Also, 
scientists in Hong Kong unveiled a study they say found that people with a particular gene are much 
more susceptible to severe acute respiratory syndrome … 
http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=541&ncid=751&e=4&u=/ap/20040115/ap_on_he_me/sars. 

Asia Bird Flu Turns Deadly - Jan. 14, 2004, HANOI, Vietnam, (AP) --The bird flu that 
has raced through chicken farms in Asia and killed at least three people in Vietnam could become a 
bigger problem for the region than SARS, the World Health Organization said Wednesday. The avian 
flu has killed millions of chickens in South Korea, Vietnam and Japan, where officials have ordered 
mass culls to try to contain the outbreak. Hong Kong and Cambodia have banned poultry imports from 
countries affected by the bird flu. WHO says tests are being conducted to determine if the deaths of six 
additional people in Vietnam are linked to the disease, but has stressed that there has been no 
person-to-person spread of the disease …http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/01/12/health/main592710.shtml?cmp=EM8707. 

Study: Vitamin D may help prevent MS  - Tuesday, January 13, 2004, 
WASHINGTON (Reuters) -- Vitamin D -- which the body makes when exposed to sunlight -- may help 
prevent multiple sclerosis and rheumatoid arthritis, two studies suggest. The findings may help explain 
why the two autoimmune diseases are more common in northern climates, where sunlight is often 
scarce, the researchers said …http://www.cnn.com/2004/HEALTH/conditions/01/13/vitaminD.ms.reut/ . 

Cow and A - What's the chance of finding a mad cow burger on your bun? We piled the 
questions on our plate and dug in - Tuesday, January 13, 2004, By Karen Pallarito, Special to The 
Washington Post --We've all been following the news about the cow in Washington state that on Dec. 
23 tested positive for bovine spongiform encephalopathy (or BSE, popularly known as mad cow 
disease). Fascinating stuff, full of implications for public safety, animal husbandry, and government 
policy. Trouble is, the more you learn, the harder it gets to draw a line between mass hysteria and 
meal planning … http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A11102-2004Jan12.html. 

Cosmetic chemicals found in breast tumours - 12January2004, 
NewScientist.com News Service --Preservative chemicals found in samples of breast tumours 
probably came from underarm deodorants, UK scientists have claimed. Their analysis of 20 breast 
tumours found high concentrations of para-hydroxybenzoic acids (parabens) in 18 samples. Parabens 
can mimic the hormone estrogen, which is known to play a role in the development of breast cancers. 
The preservatives are used in many cosmetics and some foods to increase their shelf-life ... 
http://www.newscientist.com/news/news.jsp?id=ns99994555. 
 

CDC Influenza Summary Update - The number of states reporting widespread 
influenza activity decreased during week 53 (December 28, 2003 – January 3, 2004), However, 
pneumonia and influenza (P & I) mortality (9.4%) continued to exceed the epidemic threshold for week 
53 (8.0%). Thirty-eight state health departments, the District of Columbia, and New York City reported 
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widespread influenza activity, 9 states reported regional activity, 1 state reported local activity, 1 state 
reported sporadic activity, and 1 state did not report. Availability of trivalent inactivated influenza 
vaccine is limited. The live, attenuated influenza vaccine continues to be available in both the private 
and public sectors. See the map below … http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/diseases/flu/weekly.htm. 

 

 
 

 
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/usmap.htm  

 
 

CDC West Nile Virus Home - http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/index.htm  
 

Links to State and Local Government West Nile Virus Web Sites 
Click on a state to link directly to their West Nile virus Web page.  
See list below for additional city-level and main State Health Department Web sites. 
 

 
 

 

West Nile Virus Interactive Map – If you go to this site, each State will be ‘HOT’, and 
moving your mouse on a State will link you to its Health Department’s West Nile web site and bring up other 
information. Where the CDC map and case summery is a lagging indicator, this map, linked to each State’s 
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Health Department, provides real-time information for those states which update regularly, such as PA and CO. 
http://www.mosquitoczar.com/west_nile_virus. 
 

CDC West Nile Virus Case Count - Maps reporting WNV activity and human disease 
cases reported to CDC were updated on January 7, 2004. The information for the week ending January 7, 2004 
is shown in the chart below. Total cases and deaths from 46 states stand at 8977 and 218, respectively. 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/westnile/surv&controlCaseCount03.htm  
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West Nile Virus Weekly Cases & Deaths
(Totals From This Week - Totals From Last Week = # Of Weekly Items)

(Source - CDC-Weekly Updates)
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