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Libraries in Arkansas, or by calling (501)
844-2;148 or by e-rnailing
wjones7@Entergy .corn.

rn. With this notice. we are initiating
consultation with the Arkansas State
Historic Preservation Officer, as
required by § 106, National Historic
Preservation Act, and the regulations of
the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation, 36 CFR 800.4.

Linwood A. Watson, Jr.,

Acting Secretary.
[FR Doc. 00-9631 Filed 4-17-00; 8:45 am)
BILUNG COOE 6717-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Western Area Power Administration

Environmental Impact Statement for
the Proposed Big Sandy Project.
Arizona

AGENCY: Western Area Power
Administration. DOE.
ACTION: Notice of Intent

the Federal Energy Regulatory e. Name of Project: Carpenter-Remmel
Commission's (Commission) Hydroelectric Project.
regulations, 18 CFR part 380 (Order No. f. Location: Located on the Ouachita
486, 52 FR 47897), the Office of Energy River in Garland and Hot Spring
Projects has reviewed the application Counties, Arkansas, and immediately
for a new license for the Pioneer downstream from the U.S. Army Corps
Hydroelectric Project, and has prepared of Engineers Blakely Mountain Dam.
a Final Environmental Assessment The Carpenter-Remmel Hydroelectric
(FEA). The project is located on the Project includes the Carpenter
Ogden River near the City of Ogden, development at river mile 461 and the
Weber County, Utah. The water to Remmel development at river mile 450.
operate the project comes from the g. Filed Pursuant to: Federal Power
Pineview dam, via the Ogden Canyon Act 16 U.~.A. §§ 791 (a)-825(r).
Conduit. The dam is owned and h. Apphcant Contact: Mr. W. Henry
operated by the Bureau of Reclamation Jones, Entergy Hy.dro Operations, P .0.
(BOR). However, a portion of the 5,5- Box 218, Jones M!lls, AR 72105, (501)
mile-long flowline is located within the 8~4-2148 or emaII:
Cache National Forest, administered by wJones7@Ent.~rgy.c?m. ..
the U.S. Forest Service (FS). Mr. Gary LlImataInen, KleInschmldt

On February 17, 2000, the Assoc~ates, 75 Main Street, P .0. Box
Commission staff issued a draft 576, PIttsfie.d, ME 04967, (207) 487-
environmental assessment (DEA) for the 33~8 or e-mail: Gary@Kassociates.com.
project and requested that comments be I. FERC Cof!tact: Ed Lee at (202) 219-
filed with the Commission within 30 2809 or E-maII address at

days. Comments on the DEA were filed Ed..Lee.ferc.fed.u~. ...
by the U.S. Department of the Interior, J. Status.of.Pro~ect: ~~t~ thIS notIce
Fish and Wildlife Service and the ~o~mIsslon IS SOhCI.tI.ng (1)
P . fiC d dd d . h PrelimInary terms, condItions, and -~

acl I orp an are a resse In t e d t . th P I ..SUMMARY. In accordance with Secti onFEA recommen a Ions on e re ImInary ...
...Draft Environmental Assessment (DEA), 102(2) of the NatIonal Environmental

The FEA contaIns the staffs analysis d (2) t th D ft L .Polic y A ct (NEPA) of 1969 42 U S C...an commen son e ra Icense ' ...
of the potentIal environmental Impacts A I . t . E t A k I .4332 Western A rea Power. 1 pp Ica Ion. n ergy r ansas, nc. IS ,
of the project and conc udes that t I .. ti d S t .Administration (West ern) and theI no c aimIng pre erence un er ec Ion ,
Ice~slng the project, "":Ith approprIate 7(a) of the Federal Power Act § 16. Bureau of Land Management (BLM),

envIronmental p:otectlve ~easures, k. Comment Date: July 17, 2000. Kingman Field Office, intend to prepare
wo~ld not constItu~e a. ~ajor federal All comments on the Preliminary an Environmental Impact Statement
actlo:n that would slgmflc:antly affect the DEA and Draft License Application (EIS) regarding the proposal by
quallt);' of the human envlro~ment. should be sent to the addresses noted Caithness Big Sandy, LLC (Caithness),

C:Opl~S of the FE~ are available for above in Item (h), with one copy filed an energy development and operating
review In the Public Re~er?nce Room, with FERC at the following address: company, to construct a 720 megawatt
Room.2A, of the CommIss~on's offices at David P. Boergers, Secretary, Federal (MW) electric generating facility,
888 FIrst Street, NE, WashIngton, DC Energy Regulatory Commission, 888 including a 16-incb, high-pressure
20426. First Street, NE, Washington, DC 20426. natural gas supply pipeline, permanent
Linwood A. Watson, Jr., A.II comments must include the a~ces~ road, and wa~er supply wells and
Acting Secretary. proje.ct Dame ~n~ number and bear the pipeline system. CaIthn~ss prop<;>ses t.o
[FR D 00-9593 F1 d 4-17-00.8'45 ) headIng "PrelimInary Comments", Interconnect the generatIng facility withoc. I e , .am "Preliminary Recommendations", the existing Mead-Phoenix Project 500-
BilliNG CODE 6717-01-M "Preliminary Terms and Conditions", or kilovolt (kV) Transmission Line near

"Preliminary Prescriptions". Wikieup, Arizona. The generating
I. Available Locations of Application: facility would be constructed on private

A copy of the application is available for land in Mohave County, Arizona. The
inspection and reproduction at the natural gas supply pipeline and access
Commission's Public Reference and road would be constructed on private
Files Maintenance Branch, located at and public lands. The Federal public
888 First Street, N. W ., Room 2-A, lands are administered by the U.S.
Washington, D.C. 20426, or by calling Department of the Interior, BLM. Per 40
(202) 219-1271. A copy of the CFR part 1501.5(b), Western and BLM
application may also be viewed or will serve as joint lead agencies to
printed by accessing the Commission's prepare the EIS.
website on the Internet at http:11 This notice announces Western's and
www.ferc.fed.us/online/rims.htm or call BLM's intention to prepare an EIS and
(202) 208-2222 for assistance. hold a public scoping meeting for the

Entergy Arkansas, Inc. has mailed a proposed project. The scoping process
copy of the Preliminary DEA and Draft will include notifying the general public
License Application to interested and Federal, State, local, and tribal
entities and parties. Copies of these agencies of the proposed action. The
documents are available for review at purpose of scoping is to identify public
Entergy's Public Information File, the and agency issues, and alternatives to be
Garland and Hot Spring County Public considered in the EIS.

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission

Notice of Availability of Draft License
Application and Preliminary Draft
Environmental Assessment

April 12.2000.
Take notice that the following

hydroelectric application has been filed
with the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission and is available for public

inspection:
a. Type of Application: Major New

License.
b. ProjectNo.:P-271.
c. Date filed: April 4: 2000.
d. Applicant: Entergy Arkansas, Inc.



DATES: The scoping meeting will be held
on May 3, 2000, beginning at 7 p.m" in
Wikieup, Arizona. Written comments on
the scope of the EIS for the proposed
project should be received no later than
June 2, 2000. Comments on the project
will be accepted throughout the NEPA

process.
ADDRESSES: The scoping meeting will be
held at Owens Whitney School, 14109
Chicken Springs Road, Wikieup,
Arizona. Comments should be
addressed to Mr. John Holt,
Environment Manager, Desert
Southwest Customer Service Region,
Western Area Power Administration,
P .0. Box 6457, Phoenix, AZ 85005, fax
(602) 352-2630, e-mail holt@Wapa.gov;
or Mr. Don McClure, Planning and
Environmental Specialist, Kingman
Field Office, Bureau of Land
Management, 2475 Beverly Avenue,
Kingman, AZ 86401, fax (520) 692-
4414, e-mail don mcclure@blm.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
John Holt, Environment Manager,
Western Area Power Administration at
the address or fax above, telephone
(602) 352-2592, or Ms. Sallv Edwards,
BLM Project Manager, 2475 Beverly
Avenue, Kingman, AZ 86401, telephone
(970) 593-0501, fax (520) 692-4414, e-
mail sei@frii.com. For general
information on the U.S. Department of
Energy's (DOE) NEPA review
procedures or status of a NEPA review,
contact Ms. Carol M. Borgstrom,
Director, Office ofNEPA Policy and
Assistance, EH-42, U.S. Department of
Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, DC 20585, telephone
(202) 586-4600 or (800) 472-2756. For
information related to BLM NEP A
compliance, contact Mr. Don McClure,
Planning and Environmental Specialist.
at address or fax above, telephone (520)
692-4403.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Caithness
proposes to construct the Big Sandy
Project on private and public lands near
Wikieup, Arizona. The project would be
a "merchant plant," meaning it would
not be owned by a utility nor by a utility
affiliate selling power to its utility, nor
is it supported by a long-term power
purchase agreement with a utility.
Caithness would sell power on a short
and mid-term basis to customers and the
on-the-spot market. Power purchases by
customers would be voluntary, and all
economic costs would be borne by
Caithness.

The project would consist of two
phases. The first phase would consist of
a 500 MW natural gas-fired. combined
cycle power plant and !>n-site
supporting infrastructure including an
administration building, warehouse

storage, water treatment and storage
facilities, cooling towers, water storage/
evaporation pond, gas conditioning
equipment, and a new access road; a
new 500-kV switchyard with electrical
equipment to accommodate an
interconnection with the Mead-Phoenix
Project 500-kV Transmission Line; a 16-
inch, high-pressure natural gas supply
pipeline between the generating facility
and at least one natural gas supply line;
and water supply wells and pipeline
system. The second phase would consist
of an additional 220 MW combined-
cycle power plant that would be
installed adjacent to the first phase
power plant. The generating facility and
infrastructure would be built on private
property in Section 5, Township 15
North, Range 12 West, about 4 miles
southeast of Wikieup, Arizona, and
about 2 miles east of the U.S. Highway
93 crossing of the Big Sandy River. The
water supply wells would provide
potable and cooling water. The project's
water requirements would be
approximately 3,200 acre-feet annually.
A new buried supply pipeline would
bring high-pressure gas to the generating
facility to fuel the gas-fired turbines
from at least one of several natural gas
transmission pipelines that are located
about 36 miles north of the generating
facility. The new gas pipeline would be
constructed parallel, within and/or
adjacent to rights-of-way for U.S.
Highway 93, and Mohave County roads
and utility easements. The pipeline
would cross private and public lands
administered by the BLM and the
Arizona State Land Department.

In accordance with DOE policy on
open transmission access and Western's
Open Access Transmission Tariff,
Western proposes to enter into
construction and interconnection
agreements with Caithness to provide an
interconnection with the Mead-Phoenix
Project Transmission Line and
transmission services to deliver power
from the generating facility. The
proposal would incorporate new
generation into Western's transmission
system.

Construction of the project would take
about 16 months, beginning in early
2001, with the first phase in commercial
operation by summer 2002. The Arizona
Department of Transportation is
currently conducting an Environmental
Assessment on a proposal to widen U.S.
Highway 93 between Wikieup and
Interstate 40. Caithness proposes to site
the natural gas supply pipeline within
and/or adjacent to the U:S. Highway 93
rights-of-way.lnitial highway widening
construction is planned for 2003.
Therefore, the proposed natural gas

supply pipeline would be installed prior
to the highway widening.

Caithness has selected the site for the
generating facility on private land based
on land and water availability. close
proximity to Western's Mead-Phoenix
Project 500-kV Transmission Line, and
other considerations. State and local
agencies are responsible for siting and
permitting the proposed generating
facility. If the project is approved, the
location of the generating facility
necessitates that the proposed natural
gas supply pipeline, a permanent access
road, and a portion of the water pipeline
system use BLM-managed lands.

The EIS will be prepared following
the requirements of the Council on
Environmental Quality's NEPA
implementing regulations (40 CFR part
1500-1508). The EIS will include the
analysis of effects from constructing and
operating of all components of the
project. The no action alternative will be
analyzed in the EIS. The EIS will
address alternate routings for the natural
gas supply pipeline, connection
locations to existing natural gas supply
pipelines, location of worker
accommodations, long-term water
supply and use, and other issues raised
during the scoping process. Full public
participation. disclosure, coordination,
and involvement with appropriate
Federal, State, local, and tribal
government agencies are planned for the
entire EIS process. The EIS process will
include public information/scoping
meetings (May 2000), public review of
the Draft EIS (September 2000), a public
hearing on the Draft EIS (October 2000),
distribution of the Final EIS (January
2001). and Western's and BLM's
independent Records of Decision
(February 2001).

The licensing and permitting for the
project is expected to be completed in
March 2001 when construction of the
first phase would begin. Commercial
operation is scheduled to begin in
August 2002. The second phase is
planned to be completed in December
2003.

Dated: April 6. 2000.
Michael S. Hacskaylo,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 00-9632 Filed 4-17-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-P


