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Commenter: Diana Yupe - Shoshone-Bannock Tribe Cultural Resources Representative, Idaho

Response to Comment:

A. & B. The Navy also recognized this concern as discussed in Chapter 5, Section 5.4.1 of the EIS,
which refers to a complete presentation on archeological sites, historic structures, and Native
American interests in the Programmatic SNF and INEL EIS.  In Section 5.4.2, the EIS states
that the National Historic Preservation Act and the Cultural Resources Management Plan for
the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory would be followed during planning stages of project
development to minimize the impacts in these areas.

C. & D. The Navy reached this same conclusion.  Appendix F of the EIS explains that the runoff of the
Birch Creek and Lemhi Range areas recharges the Snake River Plain Aquifer.

E. The Draft EIS contains both qualitative and quantitative assessments of land use and cultural
resource impacts.  In Chapter 5 and Appendix F the areas of land impacted by the alternate
dry storage locations are presented.  In addition, the land impacted by constructing a rail line
to the Birch Creek and Lehmi Range areas is listed.

The preferred alternative identified for this EIS would not disturb any land at the Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory not previously affected by construction and operations or outside
existing industrial areas.  Thus no impact on cultural resources would be expected.  In fact,
the qualitative assessment was sufficient to exclude these areas from further consideration.  If
one of those areas had been chosen, then a quantitative analysis would have been
appropriate.  (See Chapter 3, Section 3.9)  All excavation or construction would be conducted
in accordance with applicable cultural agreements and regulations to minimize the potential for
unforeseen impacts.

F. Native American concerns are considered with great care.  The Navy is currently involved in
negotiating an agreement with the tribes covering transportation of naval spent fuel across the
Fort Hall Reservation, including the current shipments that come from the shipyards and
prototype sites.  Five federal laws prompt consultation between federal agencies and Indian
tribes:  The National Environmental Policy Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, the
American Indian Religious Freedom Act, the Archeological Resources Protection Act, and the
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).  In accordance with
these directives and in consideration of its Native American Policy, Department of Energy is
developing procedures at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory for consultation and
coordination with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall Reservation.  Department of
Energy has committed to additional interaction and exchange of information with the
Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, and has outlined this relationship in a formal Working Agreement
with these tribes. In addition, the Cultural Resources Management Plan for the Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory and curation agreement for permanent storage of archeological
materials is expected to be completed shortly. The Cultural Resources Management Plan will
define procedures for involving the tribes during the planning stages of project development
and the curation agreement will provide for the repatriation of burial goods in accordance with
NAGPRA.

G. The EIS recognizes the potential for impacts to prehistoric cultural resources, Native American
cultural resources and paleontological resources in the Birch Creek and Lemhi Range areas,
both in Chapter 5 and Appendix F.  These areas were evaluated since they are the only
locations on Idaho National Engineering Laboratory which are not directly above the Snake
River Plain Aquifer. As stated in Chapter 5, Section 5.4.2, should either of these areas be
selected for dry storage, procedures as required by the National Historic Preservation Act and
the Cultural Resources Management Plan would be followed during the planning stages of
project development to minimize the impacts on the use of this land.  The preferred alternative
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for this EIS would not utilize the Birch Creek or Lemhi Range areas for dry storage of naval
spent nuclear fuel, in part for this reason.

H. In Chapter 5, Section 5.5.2 of the EIS, the details of this evaluation are presented.  The
increased number of jobs for construction (about 50) and operations (about 10 to 20) has a
positive impact on the community; however, when compared to thousands of workers at the
Idaho National Engineering Laboratory, there is no discernible aggregate impact on the local
workforce in the vicinity of the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory. In addition, there is very
little difference among the alternatives.


