


























Document ID 20

Commenter: Robert Perry - Shoshone-Bannock Tribe member, Idaho

Response to Comment:

A.B. The Navy is currently negotiating an agreement with the tribes covering transportation of naval
&E.  spent fuel across the Fort Hall reservation to the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory.  The

Navy has also participated in other meetings and briefings for all members of the Tribes or the
Tribal Business Council related to naval spent nuclear fuel.  Specific issues related to the
ongoing negotiations between the Navy or Department of Energy and the tribes are outside the
scope of this EIS.

C. This comment is incorrect.  On May 7, 1996, Department of Energy issued a press release
describing the discovery of 317, 55-gallon containers of transuranic waste which were found to
have pin-sized holes.  This press release stated that “No contamination has been detected on
the external surfaces of any containers with the rust spots nor has any radioactive material been
released to the environment.”  These canisters did not contain and are not related to
management of naval spent nuclear fuel.

D. As a show of good faith during the negotiations with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, the Navy
has provided some excess items in support of the Tribe's emergency planning and training
effort; however, an agreement has not yet been reached.

E. See the response to comment A above.

F. The shipping containers that the commenter mentioned are used for transporting irradiated test 
specimens (fuel and non-fuel) between the Expended Core Facility and off-site laboratories and
test facilities.  The details concerning the use and design of these containers are provided in the
Programmatic Spent Nuclear Fuel and Idaho National Engineering Laboratory EIS (Volume 1,
Appendix D, Sections A.4.4 and A.4.5).  The environmental impacts due to transporting these
test specimens were covered in that EIS.  These shipments are beyond the scope of this EIS.

G. The analysis provided in the EIS indicates that, in all likelihood, there will be no impact.  In most
accidents involving naval spent nuclear fuel on railcars, it is very likely that no radioactive
material would be released from the container because of their robust design. As discussed in
Appendix B, Section B.2.2, these containers meet 10 CFR 71 regulations which require the
container to meet specific criteria under normal transport and accident conditions. Tests are
conducted to demonstrate that the containers meet the criteria, including a 30-foot drop test
onto an unyielding surface (equivalent to 60 foot onto a reinforced concrete surface) and a
puncture test which produce forces greater than those expected during a derailment.

As indicated in Chapter 3, Table 3.3 of the EIS, for the Multi-Purpose Canister Alternative, there
is an increase of about 1.1 ten millionths in the usual risk of a latent cancer per year due to
hypothetical transportation accidents. This is about one latent cancer fatality in the entire
population if the operation were continued for about 9 million years.

H. The Department of Energy has provided both resources and training to the Shoshone-Bannock
Tribes to ensure that local response to a transportation accident is handled properly.  If an
accident did occur, federal, state, local, and tribal authorities are trained in emergency response. 
The Shoshone-Bannock Tribes have been actively participating in comprehensive, cooperative
transportation accident exercises held in Idaho.

I. The employment status of private citizens and the competitive bid process involving placements
of contracts at the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory are beyond the scope of this EIS,
since neither is associated with naval spent nuclear fuel.
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J.&K. The Navy is currently involved in negotiating an agreement with the tribes covering
transportation of naval spent fuel across the Fort Hall reservation to the Idaho National
Engineering Laboratory.  Five federal laws prompt consultation between federal agencies and
Indian tribes:  The National Environmental Policy Act, the National Historic Preservation Act, the
American Indian Religious Freedom Act, the Archeological Resources Protection Act, and the
Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).

In accordance with these directives and in consideration of its native American Policy, 
the Department of Energy is developing procedures at the Idaho National Engineering
Laboratory for consultation and coordination with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes of the Fort Hall
Reservation.  Department of Energy has committed to additional interaction and exchange of
information with the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes, and has outlined this relationship in a formal
Working Agreement with these tribes. In addition, the Cultural Resources Management Plan for
the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory and curation agreement for permanent storage of
archeological materials is expected to be completed shortly. The Cultural Resources
Management Plan will define procedures for involving the tribes during the planning stages of
project development and the curation agreement will provide for the repatriation of burial goods
in accordance with NAGPRA.

L. Mr. Perry was informed by letter dated June 24, 1996 that a copy of his testimony can be found
with all of the public hearing transcripts in the library on the Fort Hall Reservation.

M. In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, no decision on the alternative to be
implemented has been made or will be made until after the Final EIS is issued and no actions
are being taken which would prejudice that decision. The final decision and the basis for it will
be documented in the Record of Decision which will be published in the Federal Register in
December 1996.

N. While the Navy appreciates concern about health effects to firefighters during the 1980 pesticide
fire on the reservation, this comment is outside the scope of this EIS.  It is unrelated to activities
associated with naval spent nuclear fuel.

O. Recent groundwater contamination involving cancer-causing carcinogens on the Fort Hall Indian
Reservation is outside the scope of this EIS because it is unrelated to activities associated with
naval spent nuclear fuel.  The impacts on water resources due to the alternatives evaluated in
this EIS are presented in Chapter 5, Section 5.6.2.

The Programmatic SNF and INEL EIS contains detailed information concerning detected
contaminant concentrations within the Idaho National Engineering Laboratory site and at the site
boundary (Volume 2, Section 4.8 and Appendix F).  Trends in ground water quality are also
reported in that EIS (Volume 2, Section 5.8).


