






Document ID 30
Commenter: Kenneth N. Drewes, Idaho

Response to Comments:

A. Comment noted.

B. In Chapter 3, Section 3.8, Comparison of Alternatives, the EIS states that the impacts for most
categories are small or nonexistent for all alternatives.  Since 1957, the Navy has safely shipped
over 660 containers of spent nuclear fuel from the shipyards and prototype sites to the Naval
Reactors Facility.  All of the shipments were made safely by rail and without release of
radioactivity.  Since any container alternative selected for dry storage and transportation (either
by rail, heavy-haul truck, or a combination of both) must meet the requirements of 10 CFR Part
71, Packaging and Transportation of Radioactive Material, and 10 CFR Part 72, Licensing
Requirements for the Independent Storage of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Waste, other
containers can also be used safely and reliably.

C. The Navy agrees with the commenter that the Snake River Plain is the low spot in the Snake
River Basin that collects water like a "sump", and a figure of the Snake River Basin would clearly
demonstrate this fact.  Appendix F, Figure F.1 originally showed the entire Snake River Basin;
however, the scale was so small that it was not possible to see the Lemhi Range Area or the
Birch Creek Area which are the primary focus of Appendix F.  It was necessary to delete sections
of the eastern and southern sections of the Snake River Basin in order to make the necessary
details in the western and northern sections readable.  The complete figure of the Snake River
Basin is found in the reference (Rizzo Associates 1996) which is available in the reading rooms.

D. As suggested by the commenter, the Idaho Water Resources Department and the Bonneville
County Emergency Planning and Management Command Center were contacted.  It was
determined that a simplified schematic of the sort recommended by the commenter showing the
relative proportions of the various flows in the Lemhi Area and Birch Creek Area is not readily
available.  The best information currently available relative to ground water flow in the Lemhi Area
and Birch Creek Area is contained in “Hydrology and Digital Simulation of the Regional Aquifer
System, Eastern Snake River Plain, Idaho” (USGS 1992), which was used by Rizzo Associates
1996, and the hydrology section of Appendix F is based on Rizzo Associates 1996.  There is
ample information to conclude that the Lemhi Range Area and the Birch Creek Area are not
hydrologically removed from above the Snake River Plain Aquifer and that because of their
proximity to faults they are not desirable sites.  These factors combined with other environmental
impacts and disadvantages associated with these areas are sufficient to eliminate them from
further consideration.


