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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Oregon State Office
2600 S.E. 98th Avenue, Suite 100
Portland, Oregon 97266
(503) 231-6179 FAX: (503) 231-6195

Reply To: 8330.6361(00)
File Name: Sp636:wpd September 22, 2000

Sarah T. Branum

Bonneville Power Administration
P.O. Box 3621

Portland, OR 97208-3621

Subject: Condon Wind Project (1-7-00-SP-636).

Dear Ms. Branum:

This is in response to your letter, dated August 23, 2000, requesting information on listed and
proposed endangered and threatened species that may be present within the area of the Condon
Wind Project in Gilliam County. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received your
letter on August 24, 2000. .

We have attached a list (Attachment A) of threatened and endangered species that may occur
within the area of the Condon Wind Project. The list fulfills the requirement of the Service
under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act (Act) 0£.1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et
seq.).hgonngille Power Administration (BPA) requirements under the Act are outlined in
Attachment B.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the
ecosystems on which they depend may be conserved. Under section 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the
Act and pursuant to 50 CFR 402 ef seq., BPA is required to utilize their authorities to carry out
programs which further species conservation and to determine whether projects may affect
threatened and endangered species, and/or critical habitat. A Biological Assessment is required
for construction projects (or other undertakings having similar physical impacts) which are major
Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the human environment as defined in NEPA
(42 U.S.C. 4332 (2)(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service
suggests that a biological evaluation similar to the Biological Assessment be prepared to
determine whether they may affect listed and proposed species. Recommended contents of a
Biological Assessment are described in Attachment B, as well as 50 CFR 401.12.

If BPA determines, based on the Biological Assessment or evaluation, that threatened and

endangered species and/or critical habitat may be affected by the project, BPA is required to
consult with the Service following the requirements of 50 CFR 402 which implement the Act.
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Attachment A includes a list of candidate species under review for listing. The list reflects
changes to the candidate species list published October 25, 1999, in the Federal Register (Vol.
64, No. 205, 57534) and the addition of “‘species of concern.” Candidate species have no
protection under the Act but are included for consideration as it is possible candidates could be
listed prior to project completion. Species of concern are those taxa whose conservation status is
of concern to the Service (many previously known as Category 2 candidates), but for

which further information is still needed.

If a proposed project may affect candidate species or species of concern, BPA is not required to
perform a Biological Assessment or evaluation or consult with the Service. However, the
Service recommends addressing potential impacts to these species in order to prevent future
conflicts. Therefore, if early evaluation of the project indicates that it is likely to adversely
impact a candidate species or species of concern, BPA may wish to request technical assistance
from this office.

Your interest in endangered species is appreciated. The Service encourages BPA to investigate
opportunities for incorporating conservation of threatened and endangered species into project
planning processes as a means of complying with the Act. If you have questions regarding your
responsibilities under the Act, please contact Cindy Bright or Diana Hwang at (503) 231-6179.
For questions regarding anadromous fish, please contact National Marine Fisheries Service, 525
NE Oregon Street, Suite 500, Portland, Oregon 97232, (503) 230-5400. All correspondence
should include the above referenced file number.

Sincerely,

FA //;/
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/ . Kemper M. ./cMaster
e (~" State Supervisor

Attachments Z/
SP 636 :
cc: OSO-ES
ODFW (nongame)
cc: Sarah McNary BPA
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ATTACHMENT A

FEDERALLY LISTED AND PROPOSED ENDANGERED AND THREATENED SPECIES,
CANDIDATE SPECIES AND SPECIES OF CONCERN THAT MAY OCCUR WITHIN THE
CONDON WIND POWER PROJECT AREA FOR IGO BUTTE AND SCHOTT CANYON

1-7-00-SP-636
LISTED SPECIES"
Birds
Bald eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus T
Fish ' |
Steelhead (Middle Columbia River)” Oncorhynchus mykiss **T
PROPOSED SPECIES
None
CANDIDATE SPECIES
Mammals . o
Washington ground squirrel’ Spermophilus washingtoni
SPECIES OF CONCERN
Mammals
Pale western big-eared bat Corynorhinus (=Plecotus) townsendii pallescens
Small-footed myotis (bat) Myotis ciliolabrum
Long-eared myotis (bat) Mpyotis evotis
Long-legged myotis (bat) Myotis volans
Yuma myotis (bat) Mpyotis yumanensis
Califorma bighom sheep Ovis canadensis californiana
Birds
Western burrowing owl Athene cunicularia hypugea
Ferruginous hawk Buteo regalis
Amphibians and Reptiles
Northern sagebrush lizard Sceloporus graciosus graciosus
Fish |
Pacific lamprey Lampetra tridentata
Plants _
Hepatic monkeyflower : Mimulus jungermannioides
Little mousetail Myosurus minimus ssp. apus (=var. sessiliflorus)
(E) - Listed Endangered (T) - Listed Threatened (CH) - Critical Habitat has been desigﬁated for this species

(PE) - Proposed Endangered ~ (PT) - Proposed Threatened (PCH) - Critical Habitat has been propose for this species
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- Attachment A, Page 4

Species of Concern - Taxa whose conservation status is of concern to the Service (many previously known as Caregory 2 candidates), but for
whick further information is still needed.

(CF) - Candidate: National Marine Fishertes Servicé designation for any species being considered by the Secretary for listing for
endangered or threatened species, but not yet the subject of a proposed rule.
**  Consultation with National Marine Fisheries Service required.

4 U. S. Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service, December 31, 1999, Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants, 50 CFR

17.11 and 17.12.
¥ Federal Register Vol. 64, No. 57, March 25, 1999, Final Rule - Middle Columbia and Upper Willamette River Steelhead
¥ Federal Register Vol. 64, No. 205, October 25, 1999, Notice of Review-Candidate or Propesed Animals and Plants
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ATTACHMENT B
FEDERAL AGENCIES RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER SECTION 7(a) and (c)
OF THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

SECTION 7(a)-Consultation/Conference

Requires:
1) Federal agencies to utilize their authorities to carry out programs to conserve endangered
and threatened species;
2) Consultation with FWS when a Federal action may affect a listed endangered.or
threatened species to insure that any action authorized, funded or carried out by a Federal
agency 1s not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of Critical Habitat. The process is initiated by the
Federal agency after they have determined if their action may affect (adversely or
beneficially) a listed species; and
3) Conference with FWS when a Federal action is likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of a proposed species or result in destruction or adverse modification of proposed
Critical Habitat. '

SECTION 7(c)-Biological Assessment for Major Construction Projects’

Requires Federal agencies or their designees to prepare a Biological Assessment (BA) for
construction projects only. The purpose of the BA is to identify proposed and/or listed species
which are/is likely to be affected by a construction project. The process is initiated by a Federal
agency in requesting a list of proposed and listed threatened and endangered species (list attached).
The BA should be completed within 180 days after its initiation (or within such a time period as is
mutually agreeable). If the BA is not initiated within 90 days of receipt of the species list, the
accuracy of the species list should be informally verified with our Service. No irreversible
commitment of resources is to be made during the BA process which would foreclose reasonable
and prudent alternatives to protect endangered species. Planning, design, and administrative actions
may be taken; however, no construction may begin. '

To complete the BA, your agency or its designee should: (1) conduct and on-site inspection
of the area to be affected by the proposal which may include a detailed survey of the area to
determine if the species is present and whether suitable habitat exists for either expanding the
existing population or for potential reintroduction of the species; (2) review literature and scientific
data to determine species distribution, habitat needs, and other biological requirements; (3)
interview experts including those within FWS, National Marine Fisheries Service, State
conservation departments, universities, and others who may have data not yet published in scientific
literature; (4) review and analyze the effects of the proposal on the species in terms of individuals
and populations, including consideration of cumulative effects of the proposal on the species and its
habitat; (5) analyze alternative actions that may provide conservation measures and (6) prepare a
report documenting the results, including a discussion of study methods used, nay problems
encountered, and other relevant information. The BA should conclude whether or not a listed
species will be affected. Upon completion, the report should be forwarded to our Portland Office.

'A construction project (or other undertaking having similar physical impacts) which is a major Federal action
significantly affecting the quality of the human environment as referred to in NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4332. (2)c). On projects
“~ other that construction, it is suggested that a biological evaluation similar to the biological assessment be undertaken to
conserve species influenced by the Endangered Species Act.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

525 NE Oregon Street

PORTLAND, OREGON 97232-2737

Refer to:
File Log No. 8864 : January 18, 2001

Ms. Sarah Branum

Bonneville Power Administration
KEC-4

P.O. Box 3621

Portland, Oregon 97208

Re:  Species List for Proposed Wind Power Project Sites near Condon, Gilliam County,
Oregon

Dear Ms. Branum:

This responds to your January 17, 2001, telephone request for a list of threatened and endangered
species present within 10 miles of proposed wind power project sites near Condon, Gilliam
County, Oregon. We have enclosed a list of those anadromous fish species that are listed as
threatened or endangered, those that are proposed for listing, and those that are candidates for
listing under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). This inventory includes only anadromous
species under NMFS” jurisdiction. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service should be contacted
regarding the presence of species falling under its jurisdiction.

One anadromous fish species listed under the ESA is present in the proposed action area. This
species is the Middle Columbia River steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss). The National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) listed the Middle Columbia River (MCR) steelhead Evolutionarily
Significant Unit as threatened on March 25, 1999 (64 FR 14517), designated critical habitat for
MCR steelhead on February 16, 2000 (65 FR 7764), and issued protective regulations under

section 4(d) of the ESA on July 10, 2000 (65 FR 42423). For future reference, additional ...
information on ESA listed species, critical habitat designation, and important conservation needs

of the species can be found on the NMFS’ web page at www.nwr.noaa.gov.

Because this species may be present in the project area, special consideration should be given to
minimizing impacts from the proposed project. Federal agencies implementing, funding or
authorizing work in this area may need to initiate consultation with NMFS pursuant to 50 CFR
Part 402.10. Please refer to the ESA section 7 implementing regulations, 50 CFR Part 402, for
information on the conference and consultation process.
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If you have any questions, please contact Ron Lindland of my staff in the Oregon State Branch
Office at (503) 231-2315.

Loty
ichael Tehan,

Chief, Oregon State Branch
Habitat Conservation Division

Enclosure



ENDANGERED, THREATENED, PROPOSED, AND CANDIDATE SPECIES
UNDER NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE JURISDICTION
THAT OCCUR IN OREGON, WASHINGTON AND IDAHO

Listed Species . ‘
Coho Salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch)

S. Oregon/N. California Coasts Evolutionarily Significant Unit (ESU) [Threatened (T)]
Oregon Coast ESU (T)
Chinook Salmon (O. tshawytscha)
Snake River Fall-run ESU (T)
Snake River Spring/Summer-run ESU (T)
Puget Sound ESU (T)
Lower Columbia ESU (T)
Upper Willamette River ESU (T)
Upper Columbia River spring-run ESU [Endangered (E)]
Chum Salmon (O. keta)
Hood Canal Summer-run ESU (T)
Columbia River ESU (T)
Sockeye Salmon (O. nerka)
Snake River ESU (E)
Ozette Lake ESU (T)
Steelhead (O. mykiss)
Upper Columbia River ESU (E)
Snake River Basin ESU (T)
Lower Columbia River ESU (T)
Upper Willamette ESU (T)
- Middle Columbia River ESU (T)
Sea-run Cutthroat Trout (O. clarki clarki)
Umpqua River ESU (E)

Proposed for Listing
Chinook Salmon

S. Oregon/N. California Coastal ESU
Sea-run Cutthroat Trout
Southwestern Washington/Columbia River ESU

Candidates for Listing
Coho Salmon

Puget Sound/Straight of Georgia ESU
Lower Columbia River/Southwest WA ESU
Steelhead
Klamath mountains Province ESU
OR Coast ESU
Sea-run Cutthroat Trout
all coastal populations in OR, WA, and CA except Umpqua River



