Department of Energy

Oak Ridge Operations Office
P.O. Box 2001
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 37831—

May 8, 2002

Those on the Attached List:

The purpose of this letter is to inform you that the U.S. Department of Energy Oak Ridge
Operations (DOE ORO) is evaluating alternatives for implementation of a comprehensive
management program to safely, efficiently, and effectively store, transport, and dispose of
potentially reusable low-enriched uranium (LEU), natural uranium (NU), and depleted uranium
(DU). The need to perform this action is based on the continuing need for good stewardship of
resources, including materials in inventory, and continuing DOE attention to considerations of
environment, safety, and health. Also, the increased pressure on the Federal budget requires that
DOE take a closer look at materials management in order to ensure maximum cost effectiveness.
We have determined, in accordance with §800.3 of the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation's (Council) revised regulations for the protection of historic properties, that DOE's
proposed action for management of potentially reusable uranium materials is: (1) an undertaking,
as defined in 36 CFR §800.16(y); and (2) is a type of activity that has the potential to cause
effects on historic properties.

In an effort to implement an effective integration tool for the management of nuclear materials,
DOE wishes to consolidate various amounts and types of uranium materials. Therefore, this
proposed action advocates the packaging and transport of potentially reusable uranium materials
from DOE sites and university loans/lease returns and to receive and store them at a site under
the cognizance of the Uranium Management Group (UMG). This action will also cover material
shipment from the UMG and disposition.

DOE's inventories of surplus LEU, NU, and DU reside at over a hundred different sites, but only
a few sites that have inventories also have a continuing mission involving uranium material. Six
of the sites will be considered as alternative long-term storage sites: the Y-12 Plant and the East
Tennessee Technology Park, both in Oak Ridge, Tennessee; the Portsmouth Site in Ohio; the
Paducah Site in Kentucky; the Savannah River Site in South Carolina; and the Idaho National
Engineering and Environmental Laboratory in Idaho. The preferred alternative is centralized
storage at the Portsmouth Site for surplus material that is economically feasible for relocation.
The Portsmouth Site is preferred because of its combination of unique characteristics, including
the existence of a uranium management infrastructure and successful on-going receipt and
storage of surplus uranium materials from DOE's Fernald and Hanford Sites and from
universities.

In accordance with §800.8(c) of the Council's regulations, we are notifying you, and the Council
by copy of this letter, that we intend to use the process and documentation required to comply
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to comply with Section 106 of the National
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Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) for this undertaking. In using the NEPA process in lieu of the
procedures set forth in §800.3 through §800.6 of the Council's regulations (i.e., the Section 106
process), we will ensure the standards set forth in §800.8(c)(1) through §800.8(c)(5) are met.

Thank you for your attention to our notification of initiation of consultation and to use the NEPA
process for Section 106 purposes. If you have any questions or need additional information on
this matter, please contact me at (865) 576-0273 or by email at hartmangs@oro.doe.gov.

Sincerely,

b S~ Wi

Gary S. Hartman
DOE ORO Cultural Resources
Management Coordinator

oC:
Skip Gosling, MA-7, HQ/FORS

Lois Thompson, EH-232, HQ/FORS

Tom McCulloch, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Susan Gawarecki, Oak Ridge Local Oversight Committee

Amy Fitzgerald, City of Oak Ridge

Lloyd Stokes, Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association
Annabelle Rodriguez, DOE Hanford Site

Bob Starck, DOE Idaho Operations Office

Drew Grainger, DOE Savannah River Operations Office

David R. Allen, SE-30-1, ORO

Bill Brumley, NNSA, YAO

Susan Morris, NNSA, YAO

Gerald Boyd, EM-90, ORO

Donna Perez, EM-911, ETTP Site Office

Bob Poe, SE-30, ORO

S. J. Robinson, EM-97, Portsmouth Site Office

W. D. Seaborg, EM-98, Paducah Site Office

Nancy Carnes, CC-10, ORO

Carolyne Thomas, NU-51, ORO

W. Mark Belvin, ORNL Site Office

Richard Frounfelker, EM-911, ETTP Site Office

David Tidwell, EM-98, Paducah Site Office

Kristi Wiehle, EM-97, Portsmouth Site Office

James Hall, Bldg. 6026, MS 6395, ORNL

Sheila Thornton, CDM Federal Services, Building K-15 50-U, MS-7234, ETTP
Jennifer Webb, BWXT Y-12, Bldg. 9115, MS 8219

Mick Wiest, BWXT Y-12, Bldg. 9116, MS 8098

EC Document Center, Y-12, Building 9734, MS-8130
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Dr. Joseph Garrison

Tennessee Historical Commission
Department of Environment and Conservation
2941 Lebanon Road

Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0442

David L. Morgan

Kentucky Heritage Council and State
Historic Preservation Officer

300 Washington Street

Frankfort, Kentucky 40601

David Snyder

Ohio Historic Preservation Office
567 East Hudson Street
Columbus, Ohio 43211-1030

Dr. Kenneth C. Reid, State Archaeologist and SHPO
Idaho State Historical Society

State Historic Preservation Office

210 Main Street, Suite 250

Boise, Idaho 83702-7264

Dr. Rodger E. Stroup, SHPO
Department of Archives & History
8301 Parklane Road

Columbia, South Carolina 29223-4905

Dr. Allyson Brooks, SHPO

Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 48343

Olympia, Washington 98504-8343

James Bird, THPO

Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians
Quallah Boundary

P.O. Box 455

Cherokee, North Carolina 28719
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