Proposed Future Disposition of Certain Flood and Sediment Retention Structures at LANL

7.0 AGENCIES CONSULTED

Informal consultation required under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (42 U.S.C.
§ 1531) (ESA), as amended, has been initiated for the disposition of the subject structures.

Given the dynamic nature of habitat use and nesting occupancy, together with the uncertainty
regarding the commencement date of demolition activities, it is premature to finalize compliance
with the ESA. Activitiesat LANL are subject to the LANL Threatened and Endangered Species
Habitat Management Plan (HMP) provisions. As the site conditions return to pre-fire conditions,
the ecology of the Pajarito Plateau stabilizes, or additional species are classified as threatened
and endangered, any disposition activities associated with the subject structures would be
reviewed for conformance with the HMP or for the need of additional ESA compliance
consultation actions. The area of the Proposed Action and alternatives has been surveyed for
threatened and endangered species for the prior four years and continued surveys before the
action would help determine the level of consultation necessary under the ESA. If additional
informal consultation were required it would be undertaken then (informal consultation would be
appropriate for actions that are not likely to result in adverse effectsto critical habitat); if
circumstances change such that formal consultation were required because of anticipated adverse
effects, it would be undertaken and the adequacy of NEPA compliance may need to be reviewed
aswell. If the area continues to be unoccupied during the formal threatened and endangered
surveys, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service could be notified by letter that year-round removal of
the structure would be undertaken with surveys before the beginning of the action. All other
habitat alteration actions associated with the removal of the FRS would be subject to compliance
with the LANL HMP.

No consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer isrequired. Activities would avoid
cultural sites identified during demolition. If any new sites are identified during demolition or
revegetation, they would be evaluated and consultation would be undertaken as required.

In accordance with DOE regulations regarding floodplain/wetlands environmental review
requirements (10 CFR 1022) has been published and is included as an appendix.
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