Department of Energy
Western Area Power Administration
Desert Southwest Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 6457
Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

SEP 30 2003

Ms. Cynthia T. Martinez
Assistant Field Supervisor
Southern Nevada Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4701 North Tory Pines Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89130

Subject: Amendment to the Biological Opinion for the Hoover Dam Bypass Project -
Phase II (File No. 1-03-SP-493).

Dear Ms. Martinez:

The Western Area Power Administration (Western) is providing your office the Biological
Assessment and the Biological Report for Western’s Hoover Dam Bypass Project — Phase II. In
addition, enclosed is one copy of the proposed project’s draft Environmental Assessment, which
is currently being revised.

Phase 1II is the second installment of Western’s transmission modifications to accommodate the
future construction of the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Hoover Dam Bypass
Project (File No. 1-5-99-F-105). Western’s Phase I was an amendment to the FHWA’s
Biological Opinion (File No. 1-5-99-F-105.AMD). For the Phase II amendment the FHWA has
requested that Western be assigned as lead Federal Agency, as is stated in their letter of August
20, 2003 to your office (enclosure).

In Phase II, Western proposes to replace approximately 5 miles of the Hoover-Mead #5 230-kV
Transmission Line (Hoover-Mead #5) and approximately 3 miles of the Hoover-Mead #7 230-
kV Transmission Line (Hoover-Mead #7) current single-circuit lattice-steel structures with new
double-circuit monopole structures. The old Henderson-Hoover 230-kV Transmission Line
(Henderson-Hoover) will become the new Henderson-Mead #1 230-kV Transmission Line
(Henderson-Mead #1) and would be double-circuited with portions of each of these transmission
lines. The Henderson-Mead #1 would be extended approximately 8 miles for the double-
circuiting, and would connect with Western’s Mead Substation. New right-of-way,
approximately 0.25 miles, would be required for the Henderson-Mead #1 when it transfers from
double-circuiting with the Hoover-Mead #7 to the Hoover-Mead #5 at Boulder City Tap. The
Henderson-Mead #1 will then leave the Hoover-Mead #5 and will enter in a new alignment at the
northeastern corner of Mead Substation.

In addition, fiber optic cable will replace the overhead ground wire for the newly double-
circuited transmission lines. The fiber optic cable will originate at the Hoover Power House and



connect to the Los Angeles Switchyard through the underground Control Tunnel. The fiber optic
cable will be placed on the Hoover-Mead #7, and then transferred to the Hoover-Mead #5 via the
Henderson-Mead #1. When the Henderson-Mead #1 separates from the Hoover-Mead #5 the
fiber optic cable will continue with the Henderson-Mead #1 into Mead Substation.

The project area is located east and south of Boulder City, Nevada, in Sections 29 and 30,
T.22S., R.65E., Sections 25, 35 and 36, T.22S., R.64E., and Sections 2, 11, 14, 15, 22, 27 and 28,
T.23.S., R.64E., MDM, Clark County, Nevada.

On March 7, 2003, Western requested a list of Endangered, Threatened, Candidate, Proposed or
Sensitive Species or Critical Habitats for Modifications and Construction of Transmission Lines
for the U.S. 93 Hoover Dam Bypass Project Western’s Phase II. Your office responded in your
letter of May 5, 2003, that the Mojave Desert tortoise and the bald eagle were listed species that
may occur in the project area. Western prepared the enclosed Biological Assessment in
accordance with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regulations found at 50 CFR 402 for these two

species.

Western has determined that the bald eagle may be affected but is not likely to be adversely
affected because of:

1) discountable or insignificant effects due to the lack of bald eagle observations,
indicating lack of usage of the project area;

2) the mitigation agreed to during Phase I of the Hoover Dam Bypass Project; and

3) beneficial affects resulting from the Mitigation efforts in Phase I of the Hoover Dam

Bypass Project.

Based on conversations with Mr. Michael Burroughs, Western has changed the determination in
the Biological Assessment for the Mojave Desert tortoise. Western has determined the Mojave
Desert tortoise may be adversely affected by the proposed action. Western has also determined
that 32 acres of desert tortoise habitat will undergo long-term disturbance. The FHWA will
provide compensation to the Section 7 fund for the disturbance.

If you have any questions regarding these determinations please contact Mr. John Bridges
720-962-7255, or the project Ms. Alison Jarrett 602-352-2434.

Sincerely,

p e

John R. Holt
Environmental Manager

Enclosures:



cc:
Mr. Mike Burroughs

Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Southern Nevada Office

4701 North Tory Pines Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89130

(w/cy BA electronic provided via e-mail)

Mr. Doug Hunt

Chief, Habitat Bureau

Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources
Diviston of Wildlife

1100 Valley Road

Reno, NV 89512

Mr. Robert Johnson

Regional Director

Bureau of Reclamation

Lower Colorado Regional Office
P.O. Box 61470

Boulder City, NV 89006-1470
(w/o cy of encls.)

Mr. Robert D. Williams

Field Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office
1340 Financial Boulevard

Suite #234

Reno, NV 89502

Mr. F. Dave Zanetell

Hoover Dam Bypass Project Manager
Federal Highway Administration

Central Federal Lands Highway Division
555 Zang Street

Mail Room 259

Lakewood, CO 80228

Mr. William K. Dickinson
Superintendent

National Park Service

Lake Mead National Recreation Area
601 Nevada Way

Boulder City, NV 89005



