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Sacramento Area Office
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, California 95814-4706

April 27, 2001

[n Reply Refer To:
SWR-01-SA-5660:MEA

Loreen McMahon

Environmental Project Manager
Department of Energy

Western Area Power Administration
Sierra Nevada Region

114 Parkshore Dr.

Folsom, California 95630-4710

Dear Ms. McMahon:

This is in response to your letter of February 21, 2001 indicating interest by the Western Area
Power Administration (Western) in beginning informal consultation with the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) to address concerns regarding the Sacramento Area Voltage Support
Project and Endangered Species Act (ESA) issues. We appreciate the opportunity to enter into
early consultation with your agency on issues which may effect species of concern to us.

Available information indicates that the following federally-listed fish species of concern to the
NMFS may occur within the proposed project area: ’

Sacramento River winter-run chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) - endangered
Central Valley ESU spring-run chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) - threatened
Central California Coast ESU steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) - threatened

Central Valley ESU steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) - threatened

Designated critical habitat for the above listed species also occurs within the proposed project
area.

As with the ESA, Federal action agencies are mandated by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (MSA) (section 305[b][2]) to consult with NMFS on all
actions that may adversely affect designated Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). The NMFS must
provide EFH Conservation Recommendations (section 305[{b][{4][A]) on the proposed Federal
action. To the extent possible, we strive to combine the ESA and EFH consultation processes.
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Our records indicate that the project area includes EFH designated for fish species managed
under the MSA with the following Fishery Management Plans (FMP’s):

Pacific Salmon Fishery Management Plan (Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha))
Pacific Groundfish Fishery Management Plan (Starry Flounder (Platichthys stellatus))
Coastal Pelagics Fishery Management Plan (Northern Anchovy, (Engraulis mordax))

Any biological assessment prepared for ESA compliance should also include an EFH assessment
for the species managed by the above FMPs. Complete species lists and information on EFH and
the Fishery Management Plans can be found on our website (http://swr.ucsd.edu ).

If you have any questions regarding this response, please contact me at the letterhead address, or

by telephone at (916) 930-3600 or FAX at (916) 930-3629.

Sincerely,

MigHael E. Aceituno,
Supervisor, Sacramento Area Office

cc: NMEFS-PRD, Long Beach, CA
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Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
2800 Cottage Way, Room W2605
acramento, California 95825-1846

October 29, 2001

Ms. Nancy Werdel

Environmental Manager

Department of Energy

Western Area Power Administration
Sierra Nevada Customer Service Region
114 Parkshore Drive

Folsom, California 95630-4710

Subject: Species List for Informal Section 7 Consultation For The Proposed
Sacramento Area Voltage Support EIS Study Area, Reference FWS Letter
1-1-01-SP-0996 (this requests an updated list), Butte, Colusa, El Dorado,
Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, Sutter, Yolo, and Yuba Counties, California.

Dear Ms. Werdel:

We are sending the enclosed list in response to your October 23, 2001, request for information
about endangered and threatened species (Enclosure A). The list covers the following U.S.
Geological Survey 7% minute quads of Holt, Union Island, Clifton Court Forebay, Lodi North,
Thornton, Terminous, Elk Grove, Rio Linda, Sacramento East, Carmichael, Pleasant Grove,
Nicolaus, Sutter Causeway, Verona, and Gilsizer Slough.

Please read Important Information About Your Species List (enclosed). It explains how we made
the list and describes your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. Please contact
Harry Mossman, Biological Technician, at (916) 414-6674, if you have any questions about the
attached list or your responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act. For the fastest response
to species list requests, address them to the attention of Mr. Mossman at this address. You may

fax requests to him at 414-6712 or 6713.
Jan*C. Knight

= Chief, Endangered Species Division

Sincerely,

Enclosures
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