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STATEMENT OF BUTLER DERRICK
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
May 14, 1986
Mr. R.P. Whitfield, Director
Environmental Division
U.S., Department of Energy
Savananh River Operations Office
Post Office Box A
Ajiken, South Carglina 25802
Dear Mr. Whitfield:
This is in reference to the recently issued Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) concerning
Alternative Cooling Water Systems, Savannah River
Plant, Aiken, South Carolina (DOE/EIS-01210}.
At the outset, Tet me note that I am pleased to
learn that the Department of Energy {(DOE) is moving
forward to implement alternative cooling water
systems in order to bring the { and K production
reactors at the Savannah River Plant (SRP} into
compliance with the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit issued by the
South Caroltina Department of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC). I appreciate
receiving a copy of the DEIS for review of this
matter.
AX=1 During the recent public hearings in Aiken, South 00E prepared a new appendix in this EIS

Carolina, on this DEIS, I understand seyeral {Appendix I} to address the feasibility of
witnesses addressed the issue of potential uses of using the cooling water discharges from

the water discharged from the C and K reactors for K- and C-Reactors for agricultural and
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agricultural purposes such as irrigation. aquacultural uses,
Moreover, this is an option which has been publicly d1rect power generation, and ethanol
discussed for several years, a]Lhuugu no funmal PIUUULLIUH.

studies have been undertaken recently to fully
evaluate the merits of the propesal.

My purpose is writing, therefore, it to suggest
that a full evaluation of potential agricultural
uses of this discharge water, particularly for
irrigation purposes, be undertaken as part of your
review of alternatives to mitigate the
environmental impacts of the thermal discharges as
mandated by the National Eavirconmental Policy Act
of 1969, Specifically, I request that a
Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement
be issued on this propesal, which is a significant
alternative to the proposed mitigation presented in
your DEIS,

It is my understanding that a meeting was recently
held in Washington, D.C. with the Assistant
Secretary for Defense Programs, Department of
Energy {(DOE). While this meeting was conducted at
the staff level (a member of my staff was in
attendance) it is my understanding that the general
consensus from the meeting was that the potential
agricultural uses of this waste water warranted
further and comprehensive study.

Moreover, I am not in a position to evaluate nor
pass On the technical, health and environmental
safety aspects of this proposal. I believe,
however, that the Department of Energy is in a
unique position to supply the requisite personnel
and resources to preform a full analysis of this
subject. And the Environmental Impact Statement
process is the logical framework in which to
conduct such a study.
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industrial applications,
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Thank you for your time and consideration in the
above. Please let me know if I may be of further
assistance to facilitate your review of this matter.
With kindest regards, I am,

Respectfully,

Butler Derrick
Member of Congress

D/ht



