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MD003–1 General SPD EIS and NEPA Process

The Portsmouth and Paducah plants have not produced fissile materials
since 1992; the Oak Ridge plant is shut down.  These plants produced enriched
uranium for commercial nuclear reactors.

The fate of the gaseous diffusion plants at Portsmouth and Paducah would
not be affected by the surplus plutonium disposition program.  Section 4.30.3
analyzes the conversion of depleted uranium hexafluoride, from a
representative site (Portsmouth), to uranium dioxide, which would be used as
feedstock for immobilization and MOX fuel fabrication.  DOE currently has a
large excess inventory of depleted uranium hexafluoride, therefore the gaseous
diffusion plants do not need to operate to support this program.  Further,
DCS has the option of acquiring uranium dioxide from another source.




