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Written comments may be submitted to:

Michael Collins

NEPA Document Manager

U.S. Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office

P. O. Box 550 MSIN A6-38

Richland, WA 99352

Fax: 509-372-1926

e-mail: hsweis@rl gov
hitp:/fwww.hanford. gov/eis/eis-0286D2/

Name_ L/ANDA GRE=NE Address {0\3/:‘5 E JACIRS ED
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Public Comment Period Ends May 27, 2003
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FEACH

For i:_nvironmc_nta| Action and Chﬂdrcn’s Heaith

35 West Main Avenue, Suite 240
Spokane, WA 99201
509-455-1552

Comment on the Revised Draft Hanford Site Solid Waste Program Envire | Impact St.

Acmrd.ing to current regulatory standards hundreds of individual toxic i are found at
“acceptable” levels in the body yet hundreds of different chmcals together produce a cumulative and
interactive effect that can be neither measured nor understood by current science. EPA scientists estimate
that the fatty tissues of the U.S. general population contain at least 700 additional contaminants that have
not been chemically characterized (Onstot et al. 1987). It is not clearly understood how radioactive waste
is compounding an already burdened body system. What is understood is that our children’s health is in
crisis. All one has to do is pick up the daily paper or listen to the news to know that asthma, diabetes,
leaming disabilities, obesity, cancer and birth defects are on the rise—just to name a few. Our local
district 81 school system says that they had 11 cases of autistic children four years ago and this year the
number is 75. In 1988 there were 4 cases of pediatric brain cancer here in Spokane in 2000 there were 13

cases.
Real organisms, such as | , are simull usly exposed to th ds of chemicals that int in
additive, inhibitory or gistic ways, so an evaluation of the toxicity of a substance in isolation does

not accurately predict the hazard it poses in the context of a myriad of other chemicals. Nor can
epidemiology, toxicology and ecology retrospectively link injury to individual substances; the tools
available to these sciences can seldom unmngle the oomplcx wsbs of real world cause and effect, and
health damage is caused by exp to envir | mixtures which also interact with other
causes of disease. We can never fully wmprehend ennmnmmta.l I.l'ljl.ll'}, or take adeq‘ua:e action to
prevent more of it, by looking through a lens that sees only sing; acting in isolation. To
expose the namral environment or the human species to anymore radioactive chemical waste is.a®

unacceptablé this and future g ions. Current pplies mounting evidence that small amounts
of toxic exposure during delicate stages of fetal develop can lead to diminished health in a myriad of
ways.

What is Health? How do we know when the health of a child has been harmed by chemical exposure?
The Environmental Impact Statement adopts a negative definition of health that classifies only severe,
clinically recognized forms of injury as health damage. This is derived from the current medical
perspective that defines health as the absence of diagnosed disease. If disease or damage has not been

|dcnuﬁed bv a qu:dll’cd ph)sma.n I.hcn a person is consulered heahh} By this definition subtle impacts,
1 like | ptibility to d are not a form of health damage
because they do not reach the cI:rucal severity that defines disease.

The Envire | Impact § conclusion, and therefore the document itself, docs the community
injustice because it does not accurately represent the health implications of the o ity's toxic
exposure.
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Written comments may be submitted to:
Michael Collins
NEPA Document Manager
U.S. Department of Energy
Richland Operations Office
P. O. Box 550 MSIN A6-38
Richland, WA 99352
Fax: 509-372-1926
e-mail: hsweis@rl.gov
hutp:/fwww. hanford. gov/eis/eis-0286D2/
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NEPA Document Manager L e

U.S. Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office

P. 0. Box 550 MSIN A6-38 B
Richland, WA 99352

Fax: 509-372-1926

e-mail: hsweis@rl.gov
hitp:/fwww. hanford gov/eis/eis-0286D2/
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Michael Collins

NEPA Document Manager

U.S. Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office
P. O. Box 550 MSIN A6-38
Richland, WA 99352

Fax: 509-372-1926

e-mail: hsweis@rl.gov

" 'Written comments may be submitted to:
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PUBLIC MEETING
FORMAL WRITTEN COMMENT
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Wrilten comments may be submitted to:
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Michael Collins

NEPA Document Manager

U.S Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office

P. 0. Box 550 MSIN AG-38

Richland, WA 99352

Fax: 509-372-1926

e-mail: hsweis@ rl.gov
hup:/iwww. hanford, gov/eis/cis-0286D2/
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Written comments may be submitted to:

Michael Collins

NEPA Document Manager

U.S. Deparunent of Energy

Richland Operations Office

P. O. Box 550 MSIN A6-38

Richland, WA 99352

Fax: 509-372-1926

e-mail: hsweis@rl gov
http:/iwww. hanford. gov/cis/cis-0286D2/
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