Seattle Transcripts (TSE)

Public Hearing May 15; 2003 — Seattle; Washington

DOE meetings/hearings to acquire comments on the Revised Draft Hanford Solid (Radioactive
and Hazardous) Waste Management Program Environmental Impact Statement were conducted in a
combination of forums to allow full participation of the audience and commenters. The overall forum
consisted of periods for introductions; presentations; informal question and answer sections; panel
discussions; and formal comment periods. The identification of comments from the transcripts of these
meetings required close reading and interpretation. The results are shown in the identification of formal
comment speakers; numbering of comments related to the revised HSW EIS; and bar-coding of copies of
the transcripts contained in Volume IV of the HSW EIS. Information in the transcripts related to those
informal portions of the meetings are not numbered or bar-coded and do not constitute formal comments.
Formal responses to this information were not prepared.
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Introductions

MR. DEE WILLIS: Good evening.
Let's get started. Thanks for coming tonight.

My name is Dee Willis. I will be
your facilitator tonight. My Jjob is to make
sure that you have an opportunity to say what
you want to say. -

This is the last of six public
meetings held by the Department of Energy at
Hanford about the revised draft of the Solid
Waste Environmental Impact Statement. And we
are here because I think of the impact of the
power of public involvement.

This is the second set of meetings.
We did this same set of meetings last year, and
based on the public comment that DOE got, they
decided to do this Environmental Impact
Statement over again. So, thanks for being
here again tonight.

The main purpose of this meeting is
to get your comments on this revised draft.
The comments we get from you tonight along with
DOE's responses will be addressed as part of
the Final Environmental Impact Statement. It
comes out in July, isn't that right, Mike?

July.

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Introductions (contd)

There are several ways to offer
comments on this Draft EIS.

One is to talk tonight. Probably
the easiest way.

The seceond way, if you are shy, is
written comments. And on the back tablé back
there there are written comment forms. Just
fill it out and give the filled out comment
form to Yvonne Sherman in the back there, with
her hand raised.

You can also E-mail us. There is a
fact sheet on the back table as well that will
give vyou an E-mail address, and Mike will show
you that E-mail address when he does his
presentation.

. We are going to record your comments
tonight verbatim. We are going -- two ways.
We are going to use a court reporter, and we
are going to record you on audiotape. Two
ways.

So, because we are going to do it on
audiotape, we are going to ask you to talk into
this mike, or one of these mikes behind me.

There is a lot of information

related to the EIS. And also a summary

(541) 276-9431 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Introductions (contd)

Environmental Impact Statement on the back
table back there, so help yourselves to that
information.

- Agenda. Straight forward. We are
doing the introduction now. After that we will
do auﬁfief DCE presentation: After thé DOE
presentation, we are going to hear comments
from the Environmental Protection Agency.

After that we will hear from Heart of America
Northwest, their persﬁectives on the EIS.

Then after that we are going to get
public comment from you. TIf we finish public
comment before ten, we will go to a panel, a
more informal panel discussion, a small but
very distinguished panel tonight. And you will
get to ask them any gquestion you want to ask
about Hanford.

I'm going to request that you save
gquestions for the DOE presenter until he
finishes his presentation. His presentation is
I think less than ten minutes long. And after
that presentation I will open it up for a few
minutes and let you ask factual questions about
the presentation.

Okay. So let's get going. Mike

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Presentation; Informal Question and Answer Section

Collins from DOE.

(Mr. Collins made presentation).

MR. DEE WILLIS: Any
questions, factual questions for Mike at this
time?

: MS. KATIE TﬁODE: My name is
Katie Thode, and it may be more than you can
answer at this point, but I wonder if you could
give a thumbnail summary of what the
transportation impacts are considered to be,
and what the ground level water impacts are.

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: I happen
to have a convenient slide for off-site
shipments gocing to and from Hanford. If you
total it all up, it looks like about eight
accidents, but we don't predict any fatalities,
either from the accidents, from the containers
or from emissions from the vehicles.

MS. KATIE THODE: How did you
arrive at this?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: There's a
program called Rad-~Tran. It's a model
commonly used to determine transportation
impacts. I don't know all the details of it.

But it's very commcnly used in Environmental

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345

Impact Statements and in other forms.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Other factual
questions?

MR. GERRY POLLET: While you
have got that slide up, Gerald Pollet with
Heart of América Nortﬁwest.

What is the number of fatalities in
the worst accident that you analyzed? Because
what you've got up there appears to be, there
are no deaths because you have multiplied the
probability of the accident that you assigned
by the number of deaths.

So, what is the number of deaths in
the worst case accident?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: In the
Environmental Impact Statement we do do an
analysis of benevolent events against a spent
nuclear fuel shipment, where all the
containment is lost in an urban area, and I
believe the number was 24 what are called
latent cancer fatalities from the loss of that
containment.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Next.

DR. DALE CALKIN: What is the

average length of radicactivity in these new

2.991 Final HSW EIS January 2004
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

pits will last for?
MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: I guess

the average half-life is probably fairly low,

_in the 30, 40, 50 year range. There are some

very long lived, you know, hundreds of
thousands, milliéns of type.years.

DR. DALE CALKIN: My name for
the record is Dale Calkin, Dr. Calkin.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Are there

other factual gquestions? All right. One more.

Well, several more. All right.

MR. HYUN LEE: My name is Hyun
Lee. I am with Heart of America Northwest,
too.

Earlier you mentioned a Rad-Tran
program that you used to develop those risks.

Does that assume, what does it
assume about the road conditions? Is that
transportation will be taking place mostly on a
highway, or does that assume detours, anything
that's like region specific?

MR. MICHAREL COLLINS: It takes

intc account specific accident rates along the
highways that you choose. And I believe it

took into account mostly interstate highway
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

trénsportation.

MR. HYUN LEE: Thanks.

MR. DEE WILLIS: ©Next.

MS. ALIANA WARNER: My name 1is
Aliana Warner. I was wondering, what is the

life expectanﬁy of the lining?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: The
liners typically last 50, 60 years. The
purpose of a liner is to -- is for the
operational period. It is to collect water
during that time. 1It's the cap that's used for
the long term.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Other factual
questions?

MR. MONTY BURN: Yes. A
couple of guestions. My name is Monty Burn.

How far distance, I couldn't tell by
the map, some relation, how many miles are we
talking about from the pits to the river?

And the other thing, nothing was
mentioned about dollars, about cost. 1Is the
cost factor not part of the EIS?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: The cost
for the actions that we could take for the

different alternatives in the Environmental

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSCCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

Impact Statement are in there. As I recall,
it's in the three to four billion dollar range
for those.

That's not all Hanford Site

activities. That's just for the alternatives
we are looking at here. From here to here is
approximately six miles. From here out to here

is about 15 miles.

MR. MONTY BURN: Thank you.

MS. ROXY GIDDINGS: When we put
waste into our dump in Pierce County, it's
compacted. Are we talking about 152 feet of
compacted waste, or are we talking about lcose
stuff thrown together?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: This
assumes uncompacted.

MR. DEE WILLIS: State your

name, please.

MS. ROXY GIDDINGS: Roxy
Giddings.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Next.

MS. KATIE THODE: Katie Thode
again. I just recall a picture of a whole

bunch of vehicles all piled on top of each

cther in a fog a few months back.
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

Did this rad thing assume that it's
clear weather? Do they téke into account
factors like that?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Well,
they take into account the accident rates along
the éctual routes of transportatibn, and thosé
accident rates are based on --

MS. KATIE THODE: Those are
averages, right? |

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Yeah.

For all weather conditions. But they do take
into account -- If vou have like a stretch of
road with continually bad weather, you would
have higher accident rates, and it does take
that kind of thing intoc account.

MS. KATIE THODE: Well, I guess
I am concerned with homeland security, all it
takes 1is one accident, and, bomb, you have a
big mess.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Other factual
questions?

MS. NANCY HANNAH: My name is
Nancy Hannah. When you were talking about the
size of the waste, the hundred and some feet of

ball fields, is that then spread out over more

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

than a football field? I mean, you wouldn't go
150 feet deep?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: No.
Typically you would have trenches 60 to 70 feet
deep.

. MS. NANCY HANNAH: 60 to 70°?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Uh-huh.

MS. NANCY HANNAH: So how long
are the trenches, then?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: These
trenches we would be looking at space, we
wouldn't be loocking at long thin ones. I would
have to see the EIS. It gives you the areas
taken up by the trenches.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Give a guess.

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: I
couldn't right now. It depends on the
alternative. It's in the summary, though, very
clearly, if you want to see those.

MS. SHAWN LANGLEY: My name is
Shawn Langley.

I was curious, when you were talking
about the amounts of wastes and the different
kinds of wastes, with that kind of gquantities,

you have lined, unlined, what percentage would

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

you expect to settle from that, by the way that
you want it to be disposed of, according te the
plan?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Are you
talking about volume would leach out?

. MS. SHAWN LANGLEY: Yeah. I'm
just curious. Because there 1s such large
masses. I'm just curious what kind of stuff
would be settling into the ground water out of
that large of a quantity?

MR. MICHAEL CCLLINS: We don't
measure how much comes out in volume. We
measure how much comes out in radicactivity.

Again, I don't know the exact
numbers. If you look at the summary, it gives
you the range of groundwater impacts, compared
to what's called an MCL maximum contaminant
level that shows that if you are above that,
then you have exceeded that level and you are
out of compliance. You would have to look at
the summary and get the exact numbers, because
it's different for all the alternatives.

MR. RALPH BRADSHAW: Ralph
Bradshaw. You mentioned that approximately

280,000 cubic feet has been brought teo the

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOQOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

site.

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Cubic
meters is in the ground.

MR. RALPH BRADSHAW: Is that
what's been brought and put in unlined trenches
so far?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: At
Hanford -- This is a little complicated. At
Hanford there is lots of burial grounds.

The low-level burial grounds that we
are talking about in this Environmental Impact
Statement directly are eight specific burial
grounds.

In those eight specific burial
grounds 280,000 cubic meters has been buried,
and it is a combination of off-site and ocon-site
waste.

MR. RALPH BRADSHAW: But it 1s
unlined?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: That's
correct.

MR. RALPH BRADSHAW: And you
mentioned that you wanted to use lined
trenches. What happens to that 280,000 cubic

meters that's there already in unlined

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

trenches?

MR. MICHAREL COLLINS: As part
of the Tri-Party Agreement there's a couple of
milestones associated with what to do with that
waste.

. In 2004 theré is essentially a plan
that needs to be developed to investigate the

sites and decide what to do. And then by 2008
we have to decide what to do, and take action.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Next?

MR. TOM CARPENTER: Tom
Carpenter with Government Accountability
Project.

Michael, in the transportation
analysis, did the DOE take into account
terrorist attacks?

MR, MICHAEL COLLINS: Yes.
That's what I was mentioning earlier, it didn't
assume transuranic waste, it assumed spent
nuclear fuel actually, full loss of containment
in an urban area, and that was at 24, I think
24 latent cancer fatalities.

MR, TOM CARPENTER: That was
looking at spent nuclear fuel?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Uh-huh.

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (B0O0O) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

MR. TOM CARPENTER: So that
was assuming the casks?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: But it
assumes the casks lost total integrity, so the
cask didn't work.

' MR. TOM CARPENTER: The low-
level waste that is coming won't be in casks,
correct?

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Most of
it will probably be drums.

MS. BARBARA ZEBEDA: Barbara
Zebeda. And I am concerned because the
Interstate Commerce Commission doesn't really
regulate trucks too well. Now we have
deregulated the inspection of both trucks and
railroads. There are standards even for ships,
are below the European standards.

And because of NAFTA, environmental
laws that the state puts fofward are
overridden, just by government policies, and
the federal government has sort of deregulated
the inspections.

We have scandals of trucks and rail
cars carrying food and hazardous wastes in the

same containers.

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

What is there in this that will
increase the confidence we could have in
actually regulating the shipments so that they
are safe according to objective standards?

. MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Well,
first of all it is the Department of
Transportation that regulates the safety these
shipments during transportation.

One of the ways is the states have
authority to inspect and levy fines and do that
sort of things if the trucks and drivers and
the equipment and the containers are not
compliant.

MR. DEE WILLIS: You are going
to have an opportunity later on to ask a lot
more questions.

Sc, one more now, and we will go to
you later tonight. Any more?

MS. PATTY SINGER: Patty
Singer. I wasn't here for the early part of
your presentation, so I apologize.

But for the storage of the waste,
have you addressed earthquake issues, and also
fires? I think there was a fire last summer in

the Hanford area.

(541) 276-29491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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Informal Question and Answer Section (contd)

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Two
years ago there was a big fire throughout the
Hanford area.

The accident analyses in the EIS do
cover earthquakes, fires explosions, those sort
of things, during storage.

MS. PATTY SINGER: What kind of
safeguards are in place, then, for those kinds
of things? I mean, are we adequately covered
for theose kinds of --

MR. MICHAEL COLLINS: Well,
there is a whole series of procedures on how to
prevent those scrt of things.

You have to be -- For example, one
of the accident analyses is a forklift hitting
drums and then catching fire.

So, one of the things we do, we make
sure the eguipment’'s safe, we make sure that
the people are qualified to run the vehicles.
We segregate storage of the waste, so not too
much is in one place at one time, so if some
does catch fire it doesn't proliferate
throughout a whole building, say. Those sorts
of things.

MR. DEE WILLIS: Okay.

(541) 276-9491 BRIDGES & ASSOCIATES (800) 358-2345
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