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Comment No. 1                                   Issue Code: 16
Comment noted.  There is no plan or proposal in the Y-12 SWEIS to
build a new nuclear weapons or to increase the size of the Nation’s
nuclear weapons stockpile.  One of the purposes of the proposed action
and alternatives outlined in the Y-12 SWEIS is to vacate aged
buildings at Y-12 and construct specific new modern facilities to
ensure that Y-12 continues to play an integral role in support of the
Nation’s nuclear defense.  Modernization of Y-12 is seen as necessary
in order to maximize attainment of worker and public health and safety
as well as efficiency and cost effectiveness.

While future arms control reductions may change requirements for
maintaining the weapons stockpile, DOE is responsible for meeting the
current requirements set forth by the President and Congress.  The need
for nuclear weapons and how many weapons the United States
maintains as a nuclear deterrent are beyond the scope of the Y-12
SWEIS.
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Comment No. 1 (cont.)                                               Issue Code: 16
CEQ’s regulations are directed at avoiding improper segmentation, and
the Y-12 SWEIS was prepared in accordance with CEQ regulations (40
CFR Parts 1500-1508).  The proposed action and alternatives in the
Y-12 SWEIS are independent of other potential future actions at Y-12.
Any future proposals would be the subject of separate NEPA reviews
if and when it is decided to move forward with specific actions.


