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Hartman, Gary S

From: K.Jenn3 158 CoMm

Sent: ‘Wednesday, Fabruary 24, 2001 11:32 AM
To: Y1ZEIS

Ce: orepgiearthlink.net, kne@knoxnews, com
Subject: Comments on Y-12 EIS

Statement Conceming Proposals for ¥-12 at Oak Ridge, Tennesses

| read in the Knoxvile Mews-Sentinal that the proposal to update Oak
Ridge's ¥-12 facility ncludes classified secrets. As | understand language
and palitics much better than | do technical issues, | wish fo comment on the
effect ulswegy at Oak Ridge on our language and our political environment,
I've never read an envirenmental mpact statement that addressed such
coneerns, but itis my firm belief that the American people better start
lf:un%idering such things bafore our technalogy destroys what is left of our
Tesdom

Stated bakdly, secrecy makes democracy impossible. Some of the tings
DOE does or proposes W do are national security secrets. All we really know
for sure is that the Oak Ridge plants manufacture and store weapans of mass
destruction and their components. By law, we are not to ba tald certain
things. Therefore, when we vole, we cast blind voles in the dark, 1/16
Therefore, we pay cur taxes on projects we are not allowad to know aven
exist, & state of affairs | urge you to see clearly for what it is —
taxation without representation on a scale George Il could only dream of

Oider East Tennesseans who worked in Oak Rigge during the Manhattan
Project say that they wera nat told what they were working on and were:
ordered not to discuss their wark with anyane.  Although [ fully understand
wity this was, | must point oul that we may still be working on things we are
not sllowed to know about  Even If you bebeve nuclear weapons fo be a
necessary evil, you still may be working on semething you would find a moral
abomination if you knew what you were doing. We are not to be told what the
classified project is. Radiation in fetal stem cell research? Ressarch into
using radiation ta do mutate human beings into more convenient forms for the
nuckear age? The stuff of science fiction you say? Likely 50, | agree,
though | 280 note that the atemic bomb was the stuff of science fiction when
it was developed in secret. The secrats probably cancern new nuciear
weapons, but we don't know. IUs iBegal for us to know. It's been nearly
50 years now, but East Tennessee still isn't allowed 1o fully know what we're
warking an

‘Without full knowisdge of what we devote our work lives to, we cannat
exercise the responsibility and accountability that free adults living in a
democracy must exarcise if our country isn't to ultimately descand into
elther fascism or into wild mob rule

Why do fewer and fewer paogle bether to vote? Why do more and mare
people distrust government and the media? do more and more people make
up elaborate excuses why they should nat be held accountabe for their
actions? Why do conspiracy theories and paranoia spread? How could militias
have sprung up that believe such cutlandish things? Why does the spread of
palitical apathy and hapelessness seem to grow WOrse with aach passing year?

Could it be because, though we rarely if ever discuss i, we have it
deeply racted at the backs of our minds that our own govemment has declared
us unfit to know what we vote for, what we pay for. and what we wark on?
Could it be because we know only that there is very lithe we can do about
this?

Could it be because we do not know and |t is against the law for us to
learn? Could it be that our technalogy and our milltary, supposed o protect
naf only our bodies but also cur ideals of freedom and democracy, are instead
destroying mare and more of those very (deals?

Comment No. 1 Issue Code: 16
In accordance with Section 91 of the Atomic Energy Act, DOE carries
out its mission (i.e., atomic weapons activities) consistent with the
consent of and direction from the President and Congress. This
consent and direction are contained in the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile
Memorandum, which is updated annually. Theissue of whether DOE
should produce nuclear weapons is beyond the scope of the Y-12
SWEIS.

The Y-12 SWEIS assesses the potential environmental impacts
associ ated with the continued operation of the Y-12 National Security
Complex, andthe proposed construction and operation of new facilities
for the HEU Storage Mission and Special Materials Mission at Y-12.
The dismantlement of nuclear weaponsis an ongoing activity at Y-12
(see Section 2.2.1 of the SWEIS). This activity would not change
under any of the aternatives analyzed in the Y-12 SWEIS.
International inspection is aso a current activity at Y-12 consistent
with national security interests.

DOE has made every effort to ensure that the preparation of the Y-12
SWEIS has involved the public an interested stakeholders. DOE has
encouraged public participation in the process beginning with the
initial scoping meetings and continuing with the incorporation of
public commentsin the Final Y-12 SWEIS. DOE has also consulted
with a number of other Federal and state agencies during preparation
of the Y-12 SWEIS.
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Oak Ridge and its secrets certainly aren't to blame for everything
that is wrong with our country, but its secrecy i part of the prablem.” And
| knaw that we have enemies and | don't want tefrorists building weapons of
mass dastruction any more than | want you to. | de not know the ulimate
answers, The problem IS encrmous and horrifically comglicated, But the

effect of Oak Ridge's secrets, ameng all the ather gavernment secrets, is 1/16
slow strangling death for democracy, personal freedom, and the personal
accountability on which demecracy and freedom must depend, (cont.)

My husband, my uncles, my cousing, and the ather veterans who risked
their lives for us, our freedom. and cur homeland have been cheated and
betrayed, They went to war to protect these ideals that this secret
technalogy is destroying

As an alternative to any of the options outlined in the EIS for an
updated ¥-12, | urge you to instead back General Lee Butiers plan for arms
reduction leading to abchton and to revamp Y-12 instead to assist in his
pian in dismanthng nuclear weapons and to process and store highly enriched
uranium in non-weapons-usable form until it can be safely disposed of. |
would point out that General Butler, former head of NATO's nuclear forces,
has a reputation as a patrict and a hawk Further. | would urge that ¥-12 be
open to internatonal inspection while also strongly guarded against enemy
attack, Finally, the American people should be fold, in as plain English as
humanly possible, what is being done in their names, with their voies, their
money, their lives, and their labor.

I urge you to do 3o because | think mest DOE workers and officials
also believe in democracy and freedom. | frust to our commen heritage of
freedom Lo spur you on to think through what your secrecy is daing to the
highest ideals of the Republic.

fours truty,

Kathy Jennings Johnson
Knox County Tennessee

G-137



