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Comment No. 2 (cont.)   Issue Code: 25
Chapter 1.  The cumulative impacts to ORR and the area around Y-12
are included in Chapter 6, Cumulative Impacts.  Volume I, Chapter 5,
Section 5.12 addresses occupational and public health and safety
impacts, and Volume II , Appendices D and E provide further detailed
analyses on human health effects from normal operations/facility
accidents and air quality, respectively.

The purpose of the NEPA process is to ensure that accurate
environmental studies are performed; that they are done with public
involvement; and that public officials make decisions based on an
understanding of the environmental consequences.  It is a well
established principle under NEPA that the purpose and need of a
proposed action should delineate the limits of the reasonable
alternatives to the action.  That is, an alternative that does not
accomplish the agency’s goals is not a reasonable alternative.  As
explained in Volume I, Chapter 2, the purpose of the proposed action
is to implement the programmatic decisions on Y-12 previously
announced in the RODs for the SSM PEIS and the S&D PEIS.  DOE
believes that the Y-12 SWEIS discusses all of the reasonable
alternatives for maintaining the assigned nuclear weapons support
mission at Y-12 and evaluates the reasonable alternatives for
modernizing the HEU Storage and Special  Materials missions at Y-12
to maximize efficiency, cost-effectiveness, and ES&H goals.

While the proposed HEU Materials Facility and the Special Materials
Complex have progressed to the conceptual design level, other
facilities at Y-12 considered for modernization are still in the very
early planning phase and are not proposed (i.e., conceptual design has
not begun) at this time. Table 3.3-1 provides a summary of the
potential new facilities. None of potential future modification projects
are included in the No Action - Planning Basis Operations Alternative.
Two modernization projects are included in the action alternatives for
the Y-12 HEU Storage Mission and Special Materials Mission. If and
when new modernization projects are proposed for Y-12, separate


