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Comment No. 1                                  Issue Code: 26
The Y-12 SWEIS was prepared in accordance with CEQ’s regulations
(40 CFR Parts1500-1508) and DOE=s NEPA regulations (10 CFR Part
1021) and procedures. While the proposed HEU Materials Facility and
the Special Materials Complex have progressed to the conceptual
design level, other facilities at Y-12 considered for modernization are
still in the very early planning phases and are not ripe for decision at
this time. Table 3.3-1 provides a summary of the potential new
facilities. None of potential future modification projects are included
in the No Action - Planning Basis Operations Alternative.  Two
modernization projects are included in the action alternatives for the
Y-12 HEU Storage Mission and Special Materials Mission as discussed
in Sections 3.2.3, 3.2.4, and 3.2.5.  As new modernization projects are
proposed for Y-12, separate NEPA analyses will be conducted.
Sections 1.1.3 and 3.3 discuss the Y-12 Modernization Program.

Comment No. 2                                     Issue Code: 16
The Y-12 SWEIS assesses the potential environmental impacts
associated with the continued operation of the Y-12 National Security
Complex and the proposed construction and operation of new facilities
for the HEU Storage Mission and Special Materials Mission at Y-12.
DOE believes that the moral and ethical issues raised are outside the
scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.

Comment No. 3                                   Issue Code: 14
Potential public health and safety impacts were analyzed for the
alternatives included in the Y-12 SWEIS.  DOE believes that the Y-12
SWEIS has adequately analyzed the impacts to public health and safety
that could result from implementing the various alternatives.  Volume
I, Chapter 5, Section 5.12 of the Y-12 SWEIS addresses impacts to
public health and safety from the proposed alternatives.  Volume II,
Appendices D and E provide further detailed analyses related to human
health effects from normal operations/facility accidents and air quality,
respectively. 
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Comment No. 4                                   Issue Code: 16
Comment noted.  DOE is responsible for meeting the current
requirements set forth by the President and Congress in the Nuclear
Weapons Stockpile Memorandum, which is updated annually.  The
need for nuclear weapons and alternative uses of the Nation’s funds are
beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.

Comment No. 5                                   Issue Code: 14
Volume II, Appendices D and E provide detailed analysis related to
human health effects from normal operations/facility accidents and air
quality, respectively.  The accident analyses in the Y-12 SWEIS use
standard, accepted methods of taking into account the probability of
accidents in deriving estimates of impact.  The commentor’s
suggestion that DOE should assume all acidents will happen is not a
reasonable basis for impact analysis, or technical/NEPA
decisionmaking. 

Comment No. 6                                   Issue Code: 16
Comment noted.
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