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Gary Hartmnan

L. &%, Department of Energy
Oak Ridge Uperations, DP-do
I*. . Box zZoul

Gal REidge, TH 37H31

lear Me. Harbtman,

e is our wnderstandiog thal your aflice is still open for comments
in regard to Lhe proposed development of the ¥Y=-12 National Security
Comples. We are distressed to learn of the plans for building a
new facility for the manufactures and maintenance of auclear
WEaPOILE.

There are several reasons for our eppositicon including FPresident
Bush's campaign efforcs for cuts in nuclesar weapons since, in his
eaRLImat o mikes  for security, with which we
wholeheartedly agreest

we  don't need

Also, the U. 5. military has petitioned Congress for permiesion to
reduce our nnclear stockpile, and Russia's president has called for

deep arsenal reductions,

lhese are just a few of Lhe reasons. 1t would make more sense o
provige for dismantling of nuclear wespons, with facilities that
wonld be cpen for internalional inspection.

we are =sending copies of this letrer to both
a5 well as our district Congressman.

As wvou will note,
Norch Caroline Senators,

Sincerely,
Cree byt

(Harold and Caralyn strader)

MMM

LGples 1ol

senator Jesse Helms
Sapator John bdwards
Congressman Charles Taylor

Sy

/16

Comment No. 1 Issue Code: 16
Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of its nuclear weapons stockpile, and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons. At the present time,
the United States is further downsizing its deployed nuclear weapons
stockpile consistent with the terms of START | and START II.
Although Russiasuspendeditsnucl ear weaponsdismantlement actions
on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued weapons dismantlement
activities.  While future arms control reductions may change
requirements for maintaining the weapons stockpile, DOE is
responsible for meeting the current requirements set forth by the
President and Congress. The need for nuclear weapons and the issue
of how many nuclear weaponsthe United States maintains as anuclear
deterrent are beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.
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