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Comment No. 1 Issue Code: 18
Comment noted.  The No Action Alternatives for the Y-12 SWEIS tier
from the original ROD for the Final Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statement for Stockpile Stewardship and Management (SSM
PEIS) (6-FR 68014).  In the SSM ROD, the Secretary determined that
DOE would continue the assigned weapons mission at Y-12.
Discussion of alternative uses of the Nation’s funds is beyond the
scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.

Environmental cleanup is  ongoing at Y-12 and would not change
under any of the alternatives analyzed in the Y-12 SWEIS (see Section
2.2.2.2).  DOE recognizes that it has facilities which require some level
of environmental clean-up.  Most of the facilities at Y-12 were
designed and constructed in the 1940s and 1950s, prior to today’s
environmental requirements when the understanding of waste
management principles was not what it is today.  Over the past several
years, DOE has had a very aggressive facility upgrade and clean-up
program and has worked with EPA, the states, stakeholders, and the
general public to clean up its facilities to acceptable levels.  To date,
DOE has completed numerous clean-up activities and is aggressively
working toward the cleanup of its remaining environmental problems.
Actions taken to continue Y-12 weapons support missions, and
construction and operation of new facilities for the HEU Materials and
Special Materials missions at Y-12 would not be inconsistent with nor
impact these ongoing clean-up activities.

Comment No. 2        Issue Code: 13
DOE is committed to compliance with provisions of Executive Order
12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority
Populations and Low-Income Populations.  The environmental justice
analysis was prepared in accordance with CEQ’s guidelines of
environmental justice under NEPA.  The Y-12 SWEIS addresses the
issue of whether implementation of the proposed action or alternatives
would result in disproportionately high and adverse environmental
effects on minority or low-income populations.  As discussed in
Volume I, Chapter 5, Sections 5.12 and 5.13 of the Y-12 SWEIS,
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Comment No. 2 (cont.)        Issue Code: 13
implementation of the alternatives for the continuation of the Y-12’s
weapons support mission, and the construction and operation of new
facilities for the HEU Storage and Special Materials missions at Y-12
would pose no significant radiological or non-radiological health risks
to the public.  The conservatively estimated dose to the MEI for
Alternative 4 would be approximately 4.5 mrem/year, which is below
the NESHAP standard of 10 mrem/year.  The risks would not be
significant regardless of the racial, ethnic, and economic composition
of potentially affected populations. (See also the response to Comment
No. 20 concerning the Scarboro Community on page 212.)

Comment No. 3 Issue Code: 05
Corrective actions, such as storm sewer cleaning and relining and
mercury source removals conducted since 1985, have greatly reduced
releases of mercury from former mercury-use facilities. The EM
Program at Y-12 has an Integrated Mercury Strategy Program to
achieve compliance with regulations and guidance addressing mercury
contamination in EFPC.  A description of mercury releases at Y-12 is
provided in Volume II, Appendix D, Section D.3.7.1. Effects of
mercury in the environment at Y-12 are monitored and reported in the
ORR Annual Site Environmental Report.  The discussion of mercury
contamination as well as hazardous and radionuclide contamination in
the environment at Y-12 is contained in Volume I, Chapter 4,  Section
4.5, Hydrology and Section 4.7, Air Quality.

DOE believes that it has adequately addressed impacts to the
environment that could result from implementing the various
alternatives.   The impacts on waste management activities associated
with  the  proposed action, which  includes  continued  operation  of
Y-12’s missions, and construction  and operation of  new facilities for
the HEU Storage and Special Materials missions at Y-12, are
addressed in Volume I, Section 5.11 of the Y-12 SWEIS.  Expected
waste generation due to the proposed action and alternatives would not
increase substantially, nor would any high-level waste be generated.
There is sufficient existing capacity and capability to treat and/or
dispose of waste generated at Y-12 during normal operations at on-site
and off-site facilities.
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Comment No. 4 Issue Code: 16
Parties to the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty agree not to directly or
indirectly transfer nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices
or control over them to any recipient; and not to in any way assist,
encourage, or induce nonnuclear weapon states to manufacture or alter
use, or acquire nuclear weapons, or alter nuclear explosive devices or
control over them.  Continuation of the Y-12 mission, and construction
and operation of the HEU Materials Facility and Special Materials
Complex by the United States does not conflict with such an
agreement.  The proposed action, which includes continuing weapons
dismantlement activities at Y-12, fully supports the goals of Article VI
of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty, in which signatory nations
agree to work toward total disarmament.  

Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of the nuclear weapons stockpile and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons.  At the present time,
the United States is further downsizing the nuclear weapons stockpile
consistent with the terms of START I and the recently ratified START
II.  Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons dismantlement
activities on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued its weapons
dismantlement activities.  The current and agreed to reductions in the
stockpile levels are considered in the Purpose and Need for the
proposed action and alternatives in the Y-12 SWEIS.

Comment No. 5 Issue Code: 26
There are no plans to introduce plutonium or to add a plutonium pit
manufacturing component mission to Y-12 now or in the future.  The
ROD for the Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for
Stockpile Stewardship and Management (61 FR 68014, December 26,
1996) stated that the plutonium pit component manufacturing
capability would be reestablished at the Los Alamos National
Laboratory in New Mexico.
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