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Comment No. 1                              Issue Code: 16
Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of its nuclear weapons stockpile, and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons.  At the present time,
the United States is further downsizing its deployed nuclear
weapons stockpile consistent with the terms of START I and
START II.  Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons
dismantlement actions on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued
weapons dismantlement activities.  The proposed action and
alternatives analyzed in the Y-12 SWEIS would continue nuclear
weapons dismantling activities at Y-12, while at the same time
supporting the certification of safety and reliability of our nuclear
arsenal.  While future arms control reductions may change
requirements for maintaining the weapons stockpile, DOE is
responsible for meeting the current requirements set forth by the
President and Congress.  The need for nuclear weapons and the
issue of how many nuclear weapons the United States maintains in
its nuclear arsenal are beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS.

Comment No. 2                              Issue Code: 14
DOE believes that the Y-12 SWEIS has adequately analyzed
environmental impacts that could result from implementing the
various alternatives.  Volume I, Chapter 5 of the Y-12 SWEIS,
addresses impacts of the proposed action and alternatives.  Volume
II, Appendices D and E provide further detailed analysis related to
human health effects from normal operations/facility accidents and
air quality, respectively.  Potential public health impacts from
current operations is presented in Section 4.12, Volume I.  As
explained in Section 3.1.2 in Volume I, the No Action - Planning
Basis Operations Alternative level is based on historical production
and planned levels.  As such, the full impact of continuing
operations at Y-12 is presented.
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Comment No. 3                              Issue Code: 16
Alternative 1B, No Action - Planning Basis Operations which
includes the assembly/disassembly of certain weapons components
and storage of enriched uranium is an ongoing activity at Y-12.
Weapons component disassembly is expected to increase in the next
10 years and to be ongoing through 2010 and beyond.  Despite the
increase in weapons dismantlement, employment associated with
weapons dismantlement is not expected to increase above current
levels. 


