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Jan. 25, 2001
Mr. Gary 5. Hartrman
LS. Department of Energy-Oak Ridpe Operations
P, Box 2001
Ok Ridge, TN 37831
Comments on the Need to Modernize the Y-12 Complex

Dear Mr, Hartman:

The ¥-12 National Secuniy Complex in Oak Ridge plays a major role i supporting our nalion's Sceusity in

facilities that are wocfally out of date, We have followed e process of the Department's site-wide

environmental impact stasement, which iz reviswing the status of the facility and suggesting alternatives for

improving its operation. The East Teanessee Economic Council offers the following commeints to be
included in the record.

Our organization supports the modemization of the complex with the construction of new storage, special
materals and enriched wraniem facilities. Infrastracture on site--water, sewer and electiicity--also needs
work. These new facilities are included in Ahemative TV of your SWEIS document, and are the preferred
alternative of the Department of Energy.

It is clear that to successfully complete the ¥-12 Complex’s critical missions, we must invest in moder,
safe, secure, envisonmentally sound manufacturing facilities that are sized correctly and that are equipped
with the latest technology for precision manufacniing, Pieoes of every weapon in the LLS. muclear
stockpile are manufacmured at ¥-12 1t is important that we maintain the stockpile in  safe and reliable
manner, and retire those components that are being removed from the stockpile just as safely,

More than 70 pereent of Y=12"5 facilities are preator than 40 years ald; no new major production feility
has been constructed sinee 1969, Subsurface utilities (storm sewers, water lines, gas and electrical
distribution systems, etc.) are subject to greater failure rates than are degirable. While the cument
operations are being performed and maintained in a safe and compliant manner, the cost of operations,
maintenance, and upgrades is greater than it woald be if a new factory wene constructed 1o mademn
industrial standards.

W-12 is a comerstone of the East Tennesace cconomy. It employs ahout 4,000 peeple, and operates on a
$A00+ rrrillion ansiual budger. Technologies coming oat of the Complex have created new eompanies in
Enst Tennesses and across the nation. Partmerships berween the Y-12 Complex and the stare of Tennessee
Teave supporied existing industries and helped teach voung people the impertance of manufaciuring skills.

It is timee 1o inviest in security. We strongly support the modemization of the Y- 12 Cormplex.

Sincerely,
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