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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2499: Anonymous

Response to Commentor No. 2499

2499-1 — ... the DOE s forced to hold public hearings where they trick-up with
their overheads and expand on statistics that are skewed, and all of it with a
straight face. And we sit and listen, and sometimes we clap. ... and they [DOE]
can leave things out of their statement and make us dig for them ...

2499-2 — ... the DOE tells the public that fires and explosions don’t release any
harmful material to the atmosphere, and then we find out it has been harmful.

2499-3 — ... the DOE can disregard its own subcommittee recommendations
about isotopes not being suitable for production at FFTF ...

2499-1:

2499-2:

2499-3:

DOE iscommitted to providing the public with comprehensive environmental
reviews of its proposed actions in accordance with NEPA, and holding public
hearings is an essential and required part of the NEPA process. DOE policy
encourages effective public participation inits decisionmaking process. In
compliance with NEPA and CEQ regulations, DOE provided opportunity to the
public to comment on the scope of the NI PEIS and the environmental impact
analysisof DOE's proposed alternatives. DOE gave equal considerationto all
comments. In preparing the Final NI PEIS, DOE carefully considered comments
received from the public. No pertinent information has been overtly omitted from
the NI PEIS. This NI PEIS has been prepared in accordance with the provisions
of NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the related CEQ and DOE implementation
regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508 and 10 CFR Part 1021),
respectively. The environmental impacts of reasonable aternativesto fulfill the
reguirements of the missions were disclosed and evaluated in the NI PEIS. All
references used in preparing the NI PEIS are cited in the reference section of each
chapter and appendix. DOE has made these references and other material relevant
to review of the NI PEIS and supporting the decisionmaking process available to
the public in the designated public reading rooms. DOE made every effort to
obtain, analyze, and disclose all required information to make adecision on
expanding nuclear infrastructure.

DOE notesthe commentor’s concern over reliability of information provided by the
DOE in recent publicized events at the Hanford site. No radioactive materialswere
“released” inthe Hanford Wildfires of 2000. Wildfiresdid resuspend some
materialsalready intheenvironment. Theresuspended materialswerelow, slightly
above natural background levels. Real-time measurement instruments cannot

detect very low levelsinthefield. Thelow levelsrequired severa daysof analysis
to quantify. DOE released information to the public asit became available. Based
oninformation to date, thiswildfire did not provide environmental releasesharmful
tothegenera public or the environment.

The conclusions presented in the NERA C Subcommitteefor | sotope Research and
Production Planning Final Report, April 2000 regarding the suitability of FFTFto
produce research isotopesin atimely and cost efficient manner were madein the
context of thefacility producing research isotopesasits sole mission. It would not
be cost effectiveto restart FFTF for the singular purpose of producing small
quantities of variousresearch isotopes. However, sustained operation of FFTF for
the production of larger quantitiesof both research and commercial isotopeswould
beviableif operated in concert with producing plutonium-238 and conducting
nuclear energy research and devel opment for civilian applications. AstheNERAC

AlIjoe4 131 Xn|H 1584 8yl Jo 9]0y 8y Buipnjou| ‘se1els paliun ay) Ul SUOSSIA Uoonpo.d adojos|
pue swdopreg pue yoressay ABJeu JeajonN Uel|IAID papuedxT Buiysi(duoddy o) Juswere)s 10edul| [elusuuodinug onewwe16old [euld



6EC€

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2499: Anonymous (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2499

report states: “In limited instances, the DOE possesses unique resources, e.g., the
high flux of fast neutronsand largeirradiation volumein FFTF, that could be utilized
for the production of some radioisotopes, but isbest suited for commercial interests
who might consider itsusefor isotope production.” Inrecognition of these
constraintson itsoperational feasibility, the NI PEIS only evaluatesthe use of FFTF
when coupled with the other stated missions. While some existing reactors may
possessthe potential capability or capacity to support research i sotope production,
assuggested inthe NERAC report, itisunlikely that reliable, increased production
of theseisotopesto support projected needs could be accomplished without
impacting the existing missions of thesefacilities. DOE hastakenthe NERAC
report recommendations under consideration in devel oping therange of aternatives
evaluated inthe NI PEIS. Thisreport was made availableto the public at the

NI PEIS publicinformation centersand on the Internet at www.nucl ear.gov.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2500: Raging Grannies of Seattle

Response to Commentor No. 2500

2500-1 — Stop wasting money on FFTF and clean, clean, clean. Cleanup the
messes you've already made and don’t make any more.

2500-2 — ... shut down FFTF for once and all ...

2500-3 — ... we're not allowed — | had a sign in the back, and we are not
allowed to have signs, either. How come the people in the back get to have
signs? Look; they've got them.

The additional oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed
in the responses to Commentor No. 284.

2500-1:

2500-2:

2500-3:

DOE notesthe commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing Hanford cleanup
activities are high priority to DOE. Hanford Site environmental restoration
activitiesare conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e.,
Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
and the U.S. Department of Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestonesand
schedules for restoration of al parts of the Hanford Site. DOE is fully committed
to honoring this agreement.

DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.

Comment noted. Any use of signs or props at the Seattle, Washington public
hearing was beyond the control of DOE. DOE had no control over nor provided
oversight of security personnel deployed in the Washington State Convention and
Control Center.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2511: Anonymous

Response to Commentor No. 2511

2511-1 — | wasn't really expecting so many pro-FFTF people here. | just didn’t
think — it was, you know, really kind of a no-brainer for me, because nuclear
waste doesn’t go away. That's the biggest thing in my mind. Ten thousand
years, 20,000 years, pretty much forever, as far as we human beings are con-
cerned. We're not going to live that long, and it's always going to be there. And
so we got to put it somewhere. Well, we put it in a bunch of tanks in Hanford, and
we hoped that they didn’t leak, and — well, some of them didn’t and some of
them did. And now, as far as — you know, it’s like three kilometers away from the
Columbia River in groundwater. And you just can't get rid of it.

2511-2 — And the one thing | guess I'd like to say about cancer is that a hundred
years ago we didn’t have near the cancer rate. We also didn’t have nuclear
waste, and we also didn't have toxic waste at near the level. There is a correla-
tion.

2511-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s concernsregarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing Hanford cleanup
activities are high priority to DOE. Hanford Site environmental restoration
activitiesare conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e.,
Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
and the U.S. Department of Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestonesand
schedules for restoration of al parts of the Hanford Site. DOE is fully committed
to honoring this agreement. FFTF is approximately 4.5 miles from the Columbia
River. There are no dischargesto the river from FFTF and no radioactive or
hazardous discharges to groundwater. Asindicated in analyses presented in
Chapter 4 of Volume 1 (e.g., Sections4.3.1.1.4,4.3.3.1.4,4.4.3.1.4,45.32.4, and
4.6.3.2.4), there would be no discernible impacts to groundwater or surface water
quality at Hanford from operation of Hanford facilities that would support the
nuclear infrastructure missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1.

2511-2: Thecommentor’sconcern about cancer ratesisnoted. Statisticsfrom the National
Cancer Institute indicate that the rate of cancer incidence and the rate of cancer
mortality has dropped during the 1990's[NCI webpage (as of 10/19/2000) - http://
cancernet.nci.nih.gov/statistics.shtml article entitled “ Cancer Death Rate Declined
inthe1990sfor the First Time Ever"]. A survey sponsored by the National Cancer
Institute and published in the Journal of the American Medical Associationin 1991
JAMA 1991:1403-1408) detected no general increasein therisk of cancer death for
peoplelivingin 107 countiesadjacent to or containing 62 nuclear facilities. The
Hanford Site, Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory, and Oak
Ridge Reservation wereincluded inthe survey. The study used cancer mortality
datafrom Benton, Franklin, and Grant Countiesin the survey for the Hanford Site
(See Section 3.4.9 3 of Volume 1). This PEIS has provided an estimate of the
incremental potential human health impacts associated with areasonable range of
alternatives including therestart of FFTF) for the production of isotopesfor medical
uses, research and development, and as heat sources for radioisotope power
systems. The methodology used isintended to providerealistic resultsbased upon
our current knowledge of the health impact of low doses of radiation. Section 4.3 of
Volume 1 providestheresults of the evaluation of potential healthimpactsthat
would be expected to result from implementation of Alternative 1 (whichincludes
restart of FFTF), including normal operationsand aspectrum of accidentsthat
included severe accidents. Theenvironmental analysis showed that radiol ogical and
nonradiological risks associated with restarting FFTF would be small.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2516; Anonymous

Response to Commentor No. 2516

2516-1 — One [of my concerns] is the waste material. | am interested in the
isotopes if it does help individuals to live a more — a more comfortable life, |
suppose, or a life that has more — | don't know; | can't find the right word right
now. But for me, it's about the waste material. And if it does have a half-life of
100,000 years, 20,000 years, what does that mean we're leaving behind for our
children, our grandchildren, and so forth and so on.

2516-2 — The other thing that | was thinking about is the idea that if there is a
possibility of these — of us being affected by radiation in the universe or in the
world, then that's okay, but it's a matter of the concentration as it becomes more
and more and more. That would concern me once again, not just the fact that
we get this from the world already. But what happens when it's concentrated into
a particular point? How does that affect us, as it was with Hiroshima and
bombing that country or whatever.

2516-3 — Why is Germany giving this to us, giving it to us for no cost? | mean,
I'm thinking to myself “Why are they doing that? Is it political, for political rea-
sons, or is it because they are no longer building nuclear facilities any more?
Why are they not pursuing something like this at all?” And that, to me, is a
concern. Is it for a political favor that we’ll have to repay at some point in time,
even though it's at no cost? Because | think that in politics nothing is without a
cost, and that's the unfortunate part about it.

2516-4 — My other thing is, when we're talking about statistics, | think of two
particular missions that deal with space, the space shuttle Challenger, which if
I’'m not mistaken, it was either the third or fourth time that it — they were trying to
get that space shuttle — or you know, tried to get it back and forth — and it blew
up. And that, to me, is a concern, if it was the third or fourth time. Granted, there
was an opportunity afterward to correct whatever deficiencies there were. But the
fact that it was the third or the fourth time is something that needs to be looked
at. And then you're talking about Apollo- 13, if I'm right about that one as well,
the one that ended up going around the moon, and they weren’t certain if those
astronauts were able to come back. And granted, it may be only a few lives in the
— in the effort of promoting the United States of America in its space mission.
But the fact that it happened, and it was — it wasn’t a million times, it was only
like ten or thirteen or twenty or however many. That is a concern for me.

2516-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s concern regarding waste generation. The NI PEIS
addressed the environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage, and disposal
of the waste generated by the proposed action for all alternatives and alternative
options. Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites are also
addressed. These programswill be implemented for the aternative selected in the
Record of Decision. The waste generated from any of the proposed aternatives
inthe NI PEISwill be managed (i.e., treated, stored and disposed) in asafe and
environmentally protective manner and in compliance with all applicable Federal
and state laws and regul ations and applicable DOE orders. The environmental
impacts associated with managing additional FFTF spent nuclear fuel are
discussed in Subsection 4.3.1.1.14 of the NI PEIS. Under this section, it is stated
that about 16 metric tons of heavy metal spent nuclear fuel would be generated in
the 35-year nuclear infrastructure operation period. As discussed, the incremental
impact associated with managing the additional FFTF spent nuclear fuel is
extremely small and would have no discernibleimpact on the existing Hanford spent
nuclear fuel management over NI PEIS evaluation period (see section 4.8.3.5for
cumulativeimpact). Thecurrently used FFTF specific spent nuclear fuel storage
system designs (i.e., facility storage vessels and dry storage casks) are the key
contributorsfor determining that theincremental radiological and environmental
impactsare small. Thissection also statesthat the“ spent [FFTF] nuclear fuel would
be packaged in acceptabl e containers and shipped to ageologic repository for
ultimate disposal.” Disposal of DOE spent nuclear fuel iswithin the scopeof a
separate El Stitled, “ Draft Environmental Impact Statement for aGeologic
Repository for the Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel and High-Level Radioactive
Wasteat YuccaMountain, Nye County, Nevada” (DOE/EIS-0250D, July 1999).

2516-2: DOE strives to minimize public exposure to nuclear radiation resulting from its
activities. Each site, including the Hanford Site isrequired toimplement a
radiological control program to meet the policy goal to: “conduct radiological
operationsin amanner that controlsthe spread of radioactive materialsand reduces
exposureto the workforce and the general public and that utilizes a processthat
seeksexposure levelsaslow asreasonably achievable.” (DOE’s Radiological
Health and Safety Policy [DOE P 441.1, April 26 1996]). Section 3.4.9.1.1 of
Volume 1 describesthe natural background radiation environment inthevicinity of
the Hanford Site. Asdescribed in Chapter 4 of Volume 1, radiation dosesto the
public and workersthat would result from implementation of one of arange of
reasonabl e alternatives (described in Section 2.5) would be at least afactor of 100
lessthan that dueto the natural background. Radiation due to manmade sourcesin
the potentially affected areas, including that dueto implementation of the
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2516: Anonymous (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2516

2516-3:
2516-4:

alternatives, would add a small risk to the radiological risk due to the natural
background. Theamount of radiation risk that would be attributable to
implementation of the alternativesis summarized in Section 2.7.1 of Volume 1.

DOE notes the commentor’s viewpoint.

DOE notes the commentor’s concern over the safety of NASA's space missions.

Through a Memorandum of Understanding with NASA, DOE provides
radioisotope power systems, and the plutonium-238 that fuels them, for space
missions that require or would be enhanced by their use. These radioisotope
power systems have been used for almost 40 years, and have repeatedly
demonstrated their performance, safety, and reliability in various NASA space
missions. NASA establishes the need and requirements for space missions and
undergoes athorough NEPA evaluation for each launch.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2522: Anonymous

Response to Commentor No. 2522

2522-1 — The most important thing that | want to say tonight is that we are all
individuals who are very important here, and everything that we have to say is
extremely important and should be heard.

2522-2 — The thing that is not being heard is that our environment and our
population is going to die off because of man. Man has created cancer to a huge
extent. | have a lot of family who have died of cancer.... So you can say that
medical isotopes are probably going to be the cure-all of cancer, but do you
realize that making medical isotopes is causing cancer in a huge amount every
day? And it's getting worse and worse. And like this wonderful man that was
sitting over here earlier said, that there wasn't cancer a hundred years ago.
That's true. Cancer has been created as much as we keep creating new
technology, more pollution, nuclear pollution, nuclear waste, hazardous waste.

2522-3 — A huge polluter is the FFTF nuclear reactor. It is the second-largest
polluted area in the world.

2522-4 — | am definitely against the restart of the FFTF, if not for myself, for my
child’s future.

2522-1: Comment noted. ItisDOE policy to encourage publicinput on matters of regiona,
national and international importance as part of its commitment to facilitate apublic
participation processthat isopen and unbiased. I1n compliancewith NEPA and
CEQ regulations, DOE provided opportunity to the public to comment on the scope
of the NI PEIS and the environmental impact analysis of DOE’ s proposed
aternatives. DOE gave equal consideration to all comments. In preparing the Final
NI PEIS DOE carefully considered commentsreceived from the public.

2522-2: This PEIS has provided an estimate of the incremental potential human health
impacts associated with a reasonabl e range of alternatives (including the restart of
FFTF) for accomplishing the proposed action. The methodology used is intended
to provide realistic results based upon our current knowledge of the health impact
of low doses of radiation. Section 4.3 of Volume 1 provides the results of the
evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected to result from
implementation of Alternative 1 (which includesrestart of FFTF), including
normal operations and a spectrum of accidents that included severe accidents.
Theenvironmental analysis showed that radiological and nonradiological risks
associated with restarting FFTF would be small. The NI PEISidentifies (in
Chapter 3 of Volume 1) endangered speciesthat live on or near all of the candidate
sites, as well as aquatic and wetlands areas that may be impacted by operations at
candidate locations. According to an International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) publication (IAEA Technical Report Series No. 332, Effects of lonizing
Radiation on Plants and Animals at Levels Implied by Current Radiation
Protection Standards), a dose rate of 100 millirem per year to the most exposed
human will lead to dose rates to plants and animals of lessthan 0.1 rad per day.
The IAEA concluded that adose rate of 0.1 rad per day or lessfor animalsand 1
rad per day or less for plants would not affect these populations. The largest
individual dose for any of the nuclear infrastructure alternatives under normal
operations would be lessthan 0.1 millirem, which is three orders of magnitude
less than the |AEA threshold for adverse effects. Therefore, implementation of
any of the range of reasonable nuclear infrastructure alternatives analyzed would
not be expected to result in adverse impacts on plants and animalsliving in
potentially affected areas around the candidate sites. Asidentified in Section
4.3.1.1.13 of the NI PEIS, the restart of FFTF would generate about 63 cubic
meters of additional radioactive waste (e.g., solid low-level radioactive waste)
annualy, in addition to nonhazardous wastes. Thiswould account for about
2,205 cubic meters of additional radioactive waste to be generated over the
35-year period of nuclear infrastructure operations and is small in comparison to
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2522: Anonymous (Cont’d) Response to Commentor No. 2522

the waste generated by current Hanford activities. It is DOE’s policy that all
wastes be managed (i.e., treated, stored and disposal) in asafe and
environmentally protective manner and in compliance with all applicable Federal
and state laws and regulations and applicable DOE orders. The NI PEIS
addressed the environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage, and disposal
of the waste generated by the proposed actions for al alternatives and alternative
options. Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites are al'so
addressed.

2522-3: The commentor’s concerns about pollution from FFTF are noted. Environmental
impacts associated with operation of the FFTF and support facilities at Hanford
during normal operations and from postulated accidents are discussed in Section
4.3 of Volume 1. Impactsto human health and to ecological resourceswould be
small intheimmediate area of the Hanford Site and negligible at distant locations.
Waste generated under the nuclear infrastructure alternatives would result in a
small burden on the Hanford Site waste management infrastructure.  Although
beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto remediate existing
contamination at Hanford are a high priority to DOE. The Hanford Site
environmental restoration activities are conducted in accordance with the
Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement.

2522-4: DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2523: Anonymous

Response to Commentor No. 2523

2523-1 — | notice that you commented on vitrification, or the ideas to melt this
into silicon logs. The melting point of silica is 1,410 degrees centigrade. Of the
ten elements listed in the radiation dose estimates from the Hanford radioactive
releases to the air and the Columbia River declassified between 1944 and 1971,
all of them melt below 1,410 degrees centigrade. And five of them are com-
pletely above the boiling point, which means that the element would be a vapor
which would escape into the atmosphere. This is iodine-131, strontium-90,
sodium-24, zinc-65, phosphorus-32, and arsenic-76. So vitrification cannot
possibly contain any element which has a boiling point above the melting point
of silica; it would have to go to vapor. The phase transition is the same as in
ordinary life with an ice cube .... So to vitrify radioactive waste is to ignore the
physical reality of physical chemistry. This cannot possibly work.

2523-2 — | noticed many statements about radioactive isotopes for use in
medical purposes, and nowhere did | notice certain kinds of comments. The —
I've read newspaper articles about implanting radioactive pellets next to a tumor
or in a tumor in order to kill the tumor. But the radioactive pellet is shooting
radioactive particles in all directions, which means it is also affecting the normal
tissue. The energy of the radioactive decay is sufficient to break chemical bonds,
which means that exposure to radioactivity damages DNA, which — and if you
damage DNA, you can cause cancer.

2523-3 — I've heard several statements about plutonium low-level waste. | don't
believe that it's possible to redefine plutonium as not a high-level waste.

2523-4 — If you were to have a meltdown of this mix of oxide/plutonium fuel, and
the mixed oxide, whatever it may be, is a different density than the plutonium,
surely the plutonium would separate and reach critical mass and blow up. I'm
curious if these risk assessments mention such things.

The Encyclopedia Britannica lists sodium as readily oxidizable. Liquid sodium is
readily oxidizable. So presumably, this means that if you heat it hot enough, it
can burn in the presence of oxygen. If you've lost containment or some other
accident, this seems like an unreasonable risk also.

2523-5 — At the last meeting [scoping] you said that you would send a response
form to comments, and | received my response form, and there was no re-
sponse to my comment on vitrification.

2523-6 — How many people died downwind of Hanford?

2523-1: DOE notesthe commentor’sconcern regarding vitrification of radioactive waste.

2523-2: Medical isotope production has been identified as one of the purposes and needs
(Section 1.2.1 of Volume 1) for which DOE action is necessary. The NI PEIS
addresses the environmental impacts that would be expected from the production
of medical isotopes. Although the 12 million medical procedures ayear utilizing
radi oisotopes woul d be expected to benefit public health, the evaluation of the
impact of medical procedures is outside the scope of the NI PEIS.

2523-3: The DOE Manual 435.1. Radioactive Waste Management defines high level
radioactive waste as“ the highly radioactive waste material resulting from the
reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel, including liquid waste produced directly in
reprocessing and any solid material derived from such liquid waste that contains
fission productsin sufficient concentrations; and other highly radioactive material
that is determined, consi stent with existing law, to require permanent isolation.”
DOE has prepared an implementation guide to DOE M 435.1 to assist in
implementing the requirements contained inthat manual. For thisparticular
“requirement,” thedefinition of high-level radioactivewaste, theguideisintended to
facilitate the classification of indefinite waste asto whether or not they are
high-level radioactivewaste. It isrecognized that the definition of high-level
radioactive wasteis not precise and is essentially a source-based definition that
also alludes to concentrations of agiven waste stream. Page |1-8 of thisguide
notesthat “ For the purpose of managing high-level waste under DOE M 435.1-1
[sic], spent nuclear fuel includes spent driver elements and/or irradiated target
elementsthat contain transuranium elements.” Thisstatement wasincluded inthe
guide because the concentrations of long-lived isotopes are likely to be somewhat
high during reprocessing and it also meets the source-based definition. Asaresult
of reviewing this guide and to address the commentsraised, DOE is considering
whether the waste from processing of irradiated neptunium-237 targets should be
classified as high-level radioactive waste and not transuranic waste. Asaresult,
the Waste Management sections (i.e., Sections 4.3.1.1.13; 4.3.2.1.13; 4.3.3.1.13;
and 4.4.3.1.13) of this NI PEIS have been revised to reflect this different
classification from what was assumed in the draft NI PEIS. As discussed in these
revised sections, irrespective of how the wasteis classified (i.e., transuranic or
high-level radioactive waste), the composition and characteristics are the same and
the waste management (i.e., treatment and on-site storage) for this NI PEIS would
bethesame. Inaddition, evenif the waste is managed as high-level radioactive
waste it would have no impact on the existing high-level radioactive waste
management infrastructure (e.g., high-level waste storage tanks), sincethe high
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2523: Anonymous (Cont’ d)

Response to Commentor No. 2523

2523-4:

2523-5:

2523-6:

activity waste from processing of thetargetswould beinitially stored and vitrified
within the processing facility (i.e., FMEF, REDC, or FDPF).

Mixed-oxidefuel isahomogeneous mixture of uranium dioxideand plutonium
dioxide. Mixed oxidefuel hasthe same general characteristicsasuranium dioxide
fuel, such as a high melting point, irradiation stability, compatability with metals
and with reactor coolants, and ease of preparation. The NI PEIS accident analysis
considered a spectrum of accidents, including fuel melting scenarios, criticalities,
and liquid sodium releases. Section 4.3 of Volume 1 provides the results of the
evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected from
implementation of Alternative 1. The environmental analysis showed that
radiological and nonradiological risks associated with restarting FFTF would be
small.

It appears that the commentor is making reference to public participation
proceedings under the Tri-Party Agreement (TPA) Community Relations Plan
(CRP). The conduct and outcome from public hearings and meetings on matters
that are unrelated to these DOE missions are beyond the scope of this NI PEIS.
Specificaly, the TPA, and its associated public involvement process, and NEPA,
under which this NI PEIS isbeing prepared, are legally and functionally
independent of each other. The TPA's public involvement process, as per the TPA
CRP, isnot required for NEPA reviewsand publicinvolvement, including public
scoping meetings and Draft NI-PEIS public hearings.

The commentor’s concern for the current severe health impactsis noted.
Prevailing winds at the Hanford Site blow toward Grant County, Washington
from the south (14.2 percent of the time) and south southwest (11.5 percent of
thetime) directions. Hence Grant County would be expected to bear the major
burden of wind borne contamination from the Hanford Site. A survey sponsored
by the National Cancer Institute and published in the Journal of the American
Medical Associationin 1991 (JAMA 1991:1403-1408) detected no general
increase in therisk of cancer death for peopleliving in 107 counties adjacent to or
containing 62 nuclear facilities. The Hanford Site, Idaho National Engineering and
Environmental Laboratory, and Oak Ridge Reservation wereincluded in the
survey. The study used cancer mortality data from Benton, Franklin, and Grant
Counties in the survey for the Hanford Site. The methodology used in the survey
did not attempt to estimate actual exposures to ionizing radiation or hazardous
chemicals and did not allow identification of areas within agiven county that
might have increased or decreased cancer rates relative to the county asawhole.

If any excess cancer mortality risk was present in Grant County, it was too small
to be detected with the methods employed in the survey. Asdiscussed in
Chapter 4 of Volume 1, no latent cancer fatalities among popul ations surrounding
the Hanford sitewould be expected to result from implementation of Alternative 1,
Restart FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2543: Anonymous

Response to Commentor No. 2543

2543-1 — | am in support of the restart of FFTF.

2543-2 — | think you are doing things right and | think you're looking at it very
technically and with concern for the American public.

2543-1: DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

2543-2: DOE notes the commentor’s support for its execution of the NEPA process.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2549: Linda Alexander Response to Commentor No. 2549

2549-1 — A restart of the FFTF would assure high quality isotopes are available 2549-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
for use more than just the select few for studies and the options you protect, or
save, may some day be your only option left.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Dan Arrigoni

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 282.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2537: India M. Bauer

Response to Commentor No. 2537

2537-1 — | oppose the startup.

2537-2 — | think that the cost is prohibitive [for FFTF restart] and the funds, even
though they come from a different agency, they could be used for clean-up [at
Hanford].

2537-3 — | think for the doctors and businesses who argue in support of this
[FFTF restart], | think they have a big incentive for doing that since it's their
livelihood and | think the so-called treatment and prevention of cancer it's a big
business and people are making a lot of money from it.

2537-4 — | think that even though you say it's low level toxic waste that we'll get,
it's still toxic waste and we still don’t have the technology to get rid of it.

2537-1: DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

2537-2: Thecommentor’spositionson the cost of Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, and funding
for Hanford cleanup are noted. The U.S. Congress funds the Hanford cleanup
through the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management
(EM), and the FFTF through the Office of Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology
(NE). Thenuclear infrastructure missionsdescribed in Section 1.2 of Volume 1
would also befunded by NE, which has no funding connection to Hanford cleanup
activities. Fundingisallocated by Congressand isnot interchangeabl e between EM
programsand NE programs. Asstated in Section N.3.2 of Appendix N,
implementation of the nuclear infrastructure alternativeswould not divert or
reprogram budgeted funds designated for Hanford cleanup, regardless of the
alternative(s) selected.

2537-3: TheNEPA process provides anumber of opportunitiesfor the public to participate
inthe preparation of an EISirrespective of their views. DOE takesthis
participation seriously. In preparing the Final Nuclear Infrastructure PEIS, DOE
carefully considered commentsreceived from the public.

2537-4: DOE notes the commentor’s concern regarding waste generation. The NI PEIS
addressed the environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage, and disposal
of the waste generated by the proposed action for all alternatives and alternative
options. Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites are al'so
addressed. These programswill be implemented for the aternative selected in the
Record of Decision. The waste generated from any of the proposed aternatives
inthe NI PEISwill be managed (i.e., treated, stored and disposed) in asafe and
environmentally protective manner and in compliance with all applicable Federal
and state laws and regulations and applicable DOE orders.
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Commentor: Brian Berglin

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 281.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Greg Bergquist

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 270.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2545: Gary Bozanke Response to Commentor No. 2545

2545-1 — The FFTF is the quickest and safest way to begin producing high 2545-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
quality isotopes needed by the medical and research communities while our

national long term prediction strategy is finalized, and we citizens of Washington 2545-2:  DOE notes the comment.

should be proud to be able to play a vital part in serving this growing need.

2545-2 — I've worked in commercial industry including shipyards and can
assure those with concerns about waste that by design and proven after ten
years of excellent operation ratings, there’s no waste problem at FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Shirley Breitenstein

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 269.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2513: John Brown

Response to Commentor No. 2513

2513-1 — | haven't looked at the entire PEIS. | have looked at the summary you
mailed me — thanks. | found something while | was sitting here listening, that
stated that reactors operating in Canada were considered for supplying the
radiation services for Pu-238. But since the use of the CANDU reactors does not
meet — and this is the part that interested me — “the programmatic issue being
addressed in the PEIS” — that is, “the enhancement of the United States
infrastructure to support the proposed missions,” meaning that we're not looking
for solutions, we’re looking for “our” solution.

2513-2 — In the next paragraph down [in the Summary] it says, “Numerous
existing U.S. processing hot-cell facilities possess the capabilities and capacity
to support the proposed missions. Given this general availability, only existing
processing facilities that are co-located at DOE’s candidate irradiation facility
sites,” like Oak Ridge, ARCO - or what do you call it now, the place in Idaho —
and Hanford, “were evaluated in the PEIS.” What you call that in a card game is a
stacked deck, or eliminating the outcome of non-preferred outcomes. And I'd like
to say right off the bat that this is, on the surface, a draft programmatic environ-
mental impact statement, and I'd like to say that it's one heck of a selling job.

2513-3 — | wondered about the expert panel that was mentioned in here a
number of times. | didn't see the — any NERAC group was identified by name.

2513-4 — . . .with regard to the cancer patients, if they’re playing politics by
restricting the scope of this thing to derive a certain outcome that's based on our
good national interest, whether we have to import the Pu-238 from Germany or
not, just like our oil, they're playing politics with cancer patients. It isn't a ques-
tion of trying to help everybody by doing this the right way; this is politics. And if
you do build it that way and you do restrict these things, what if the Canadians
come down and say, “Hey, we have a treaty, NAFTA, you know; we're supposed to
have free trade. This is an item of trade.” What about the WTO? They can come
in and say, “Hey, listen, you can't — you know, we can provide this cheaper. What
are you guys building this for and keeping us out? Because it's related to your
national security interest? Because it's nuclear?” Yeah, you could say that, and
we could have a big argument and go to court.

2513-1: Existing, operational commercial facilitieswere evaluated inthe NI PEISfor
supplying irradiation services. These were domestic commercia light water
reactors, as opposed to foreign reactors. Although the CANDU reactors were not
specifically evaluated as an adternative in the NI PEIS, the environmental impacts
associated with transporting the nonirradiated and irradiated neptunium-237
targets between the CANDU reactors and the target fabrication and processing
facilitiesin the United States are bounded by the evaluations presented in the
NI PEIS for the commercial light-water reactor options of Alternative 2, Use
Only Existing Operational Facilities. Environmental impacts from the operation
of aCANDU facility does not fall under the National Environmental Policy Act
and would not be evaluated in an environmental impact statement.

2513-2:  Asdiscussed in Section 2.6.2 of Volume 1, there are numerous hot cell facilitiesin
the United States with the capabilities and capacity to support the DOE
missions. Candidate processing facilities not collocated at one of the DOE
irradiation facility sites were dismissed from further consideration. DOE'’s
primary reason for this was to narrow the universe of aternatives and
alternative-option combinations down to a manageable number that could be
adequately and meaningfully assessed in thisNI PEIS. Thus, the facilities
remaining form part of the range of reasonable alternatives required by NEPA and
CEQ regulations (see 40 CFR 1502 14) to be addressed and that are evaluated in
this NI PEIS to accomplish the proposed actions.

2513-3: Information on the Nuclear Energy Research Advisory Committee NERAC) is
provided in Section 1.2 of the NI PEIS. The Nuclear Energy Research Advisory
Committee (NERAC) was established in 1999 to provide DOE with expert,
objective advice regarding the future form of itsisotope research and production
activities. The members of the NERAC Subcommittee for | sotope Research &
Production Planning were selected based upon their expertise and experiencein
the production processing, distribution, and application of stable and radioactive
isotopesin the biological and physical sciences, and in medicine. The members
included basic and clinical scientists, administrators, and users of isotopes from
academia, industry, and the federal government, with several possessing a
background in reactor production of isotopes.

2513-4: DOE notes the commentor’s viewpaint.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2514: Tom Burke Response to Commentor No. 2514

2514-1 — Several people have suggested that a major issue in this decision is 2514-1: DOE isnot considering restarting FFTF for the purpose of creating jobs, although
jobs. I can tell you, | work at FFTF. I'm interested in restarting FFTF, not for my socioeconomic impacts (e.g., number of new jobs created) are addressed in

job. I'believe | will have a job at FFTF even if DOE decides today to shut FFTF Sections4.3.1.1.8, 4.3.2.1.8, and 4 3.3.1.8 for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, Options
down. It will take long enough that | will have a job until | decide to retire. 1and 4, 2 and 5, and 3 and 6, respectively. The Record of Decision for the PEIS
2514-2 — The reason that | support FFTF restart is that it is the best facility will be based onanumber of factorsincluding environmental impacts, publicinput,
available to do the three very important missions that are described in the costs, nonproliferationimpacts, schedules, technical assurance, and other policy and
NI PEIS. programmatic objectives.

2514-2: DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2518: Norm Buske
Nuclear-Weapons-Free America

Response to Commentor No. 2518

2518-1 — . . .basically, FFTF is the wrong facility for its mission. It's terribly
expensive to produce neutrons at quarter-throttle on a reactor. In this PEIS it says
that — the PEIS postulates that the FFTF would operate — would operate at a
nominal power level of 100 megawatts, one quarter of the reactor design power
level, to meet the irradiation requirements of the proposed missions.

2518-2 — Periodic increases in power level [at FFTF] between 100 and 400
megawatts may be required to support nuclear research and development
activities. That's basically code words for clandestine bomb plant. The way this
works is, the FFTF has to be restarted on a civilian mission. So the mission
statement cannot and never will include bombs. It's restarted on a civilian
mission, and then it basically goes into a clientele arrangement with DOD and
DOE to produce super-fissile materials. | ask that in the final environmental
impact statement, that the use of the reactor in what you call excursion be
included, along with the product, its deployment, and use of the nuclear weap-
ons that will be the ultimate product and consequence of this facility.

2518-3 — | also ask that the FFTF be shut down.

2518-1: Theoperation of FFTF at 25 percent of its design power level of 400 megawatts
(i.e., 100 megawatts) for the missions described in this EISis not more expensive
than 400 megawatt operation. A separate cost report evaluates the cost of each
ElIS alternative. The operation of FFTF at 100 megawatts requires |ess new
nuclear fuel and discharges |ess spent nuclear fuel over the 35 year time period of
the mission than if it operated at 400 megawatts.

2518-2: DOE has no hidden agenda for weapons production or use of FFTF for classified
missions. The only missions being considered are those analyzed in the NI PEIS,
which are the production of isotopesfor medical research, and industrial uses;
plutonium production for future NASA space exploration missions; and U.S.

nuclear research and development needsfor civilian application.

2518-3: DOE notesthe commentor’ssupport for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2519: Tom Carpenter
Government Accountability Project

Response to Commentor No. 2519

2519-1 — We're concerned about the proposed operation and restart of the
FFTF facility, simply from the perspective of the fact that if you look at what
Hanford is, it's awash in radioactivity. And it's got radiation and contaminated
soils beneath the Hanford waste tanks in unknown quantities — at least a
million gallons is estimated, but it may be more, according to studies by Los
Alamos. And the thing is that this waste has migrated through the groundwater,
through the soils to the groundwater, and is either in the Columbia River right
now or is heading that way. And this is a process, of course. It's not all there
now, but it's happening. So the response of Hanford to this situation is “Well,
we'll remove the waste from the tanks and classify that waste someday, if we can
find a contractor and if it's technically feasible, and only 10 percent by the year
2028." Well, maybe that date is going to slip now by five years. Well, what about
the waste that's leaked out of the tanks and is heading toward the groundwater
and toward the river? The fact is that Hanford is — stores two thirds of the
nation’s high-level nuclear waste, and you all don’t know what to do with — do
about that, the fact that it's migrating into the environment. ... Focus on the
cleanup.

2519-2 — And our environmental surveillance indicates that radiation levels are
starting to increase along the shoreline of Hanford. Your own records indicate
that there are spikes happening with tritium and strontium-90 and other levels
continuing to escalate, which you would expect to see. This will start having
probably more dramatic effects on Washington’s crops and fish and people in
the area as time goes on.

2519-3 — So this is the backdrop for reopening a reactor that will produce spent
nuclear fuel. We don't have a disposal path for that fuel. So we're — it seems to
me that you're committing a mistake all over again, which is making more stuff
that you don’t know what to do with, that's hazardous for a very, very long time. |
hear talk of repository. Well, what repository? | mean, we've talked about
repositories now in the United States for decades. They're fighting over Yucca
Mountain, don’t know if it will open or not. But it's certainly way too small to
accommodate the volume of nuclear waste in the United States.

2519-4 — There’s also talk of bringing in German fuel from a company called
SBK. And | heard comments earlier that's not nuclear weapons- grade fuel,
which | found a curious comment. It turns out that a whistle-blower, in fact, from
a company called ANMS, leaked some documents out concerning this very fuel.
And I've got here a letter from the lawyer for this German company to Secretary
Hazel O’Leary dated June 13th, 1996, and he refers to the record of decision for
the final environmental impact statement on a proposed nuclear weapons
non-proliferation policy concerning foreign research reactors’ spent nuclear fuel.

2519-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s concernsregarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto
remediate existing contamination at Hanford are a high priority to DOE. The
Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in accordance with
the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement. The U.S.
Congress funds the Hanford cleanup through the Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Environmental Management (EM), and the FFTF through the Office of
Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology (NE). Thenuclear infrastructure
missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would also be funded by NE, which
has no funding connection to Hanford cleanup activities. As stated in Section
N.3.2 OF Appendix N, implementation of the nuclear infrastructure aternatives
would not divert or reprogram budgeted funds designated for Hanford cleanup,
regardless of the alternative(s) selected. FFTF isapproximately 4.5 milesfrom
the Columbia River. There are no dischargesto the river from FFTF and no
radioactive or hazardous discharges to groundwater. Asindicated in analyses
presented in Chapter 4 of Volume 1 (e.g., Sections4.3.1.1.4, 4.3.3.1.4, 4.4.3.1.4,
4.5.3 2.4, and 4.6.3.2.4), there would be no discernible impacts to groundwater or
surface water quality at Hanford from operation of Hanford facilities that would
support the nuclear infrastructure missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1.

2519-2: Thecommentor’sconcern for existing radiation levelsat the Hanford shorelineare
noted. The analysis presented in the PEIS addresses the potential for incremental
impacts associated with facility operations associated with each of the
alternatives proposed. Current levels of contamination and exposures to the
workers and public are addressed in the assessment of cumulative impacts
presented in Section 4.8. FFTF is approximately 4.5 miles from the Columbia
River. There are no dischargesto the river from FFTF and no radioactive or
hazardous discharges to groundwater. Asindicated in analyses presented in
Chapter 4 of Volume 1 (e.g., Sections4.3.1.1.4,4.3.3.1.4,4.4.3.1.4,45.32.4, and
4.6.3.2.4), there would be no discernible impacts to groundwater or surface water
quality at Hanford from operation of Hanford facilities that would support the
nuclear infrastructure missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1. Although
beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing Hanford cleanup activities are high
priority to DOE. Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted
in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of
Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of

sBulfesH 91jgNd 8} Je Palussa id SIUSLULLLLIOD) [eJ0—E Jeideyd



09¢€

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2519: Tom Carpenter (Cont’d)
Government Accountability Project

Response to Commentor No. 2519

That's the title — not my title, it's just the title; | just read it off, thank you. So this
— he’s saying, “Take back this German fuel, which is of U.S. origin, for
non-proliferation reasons.” This is nuclear weapons-grade material, according
to the company that has this fuel right now. And it's not just offering to give it
away, they’re willing to pay somebody $35 million to take it off their hands.

2519-5 — So don't restart the FFTF.

2519-3:

2519-4:

2519-5:

Energy) Thisagreement specifies milestonesand schedulesfor restoration of all
parts of the Hanford Site. DOE isfully committed to honoring this agreement.

The NI PEIS assumes, for the purposes of analysis, that YuccaMountain Nevada,
would bethefinal disposal sitefor DOE’shigh-level radioactive waste and spent
nuclear fuel. Asdirected by the U.S. Congress through the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act, asamended, YuccaMountainisthe only candidate site currently being
characterized asapotential geological repository for high-level radioactive waste
and spent nuclear fuel. DOE has prepared aseparate EIS, “ Draft Environmental
Impact Statement for a Geol ogic Repository for the Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel
and High L evel Radioactive Waste at YuccaM ountain, Nye County, Nevada’
DOE/EIS-0250D, July 1999), which analyzesthe environmental impactsfrom
construction, operation and monitoring, related transportation, and eventual closure
of a potential geological repository.

The commentor iscorrect in stating that the German MOX fuel currently storedin
Europe represents anonproliferation concern becauseit contains plutonium oxide
mixed with uranium oxide. Chemical separation of the plutonium from thisfuel
could result in the extraction of weapons grade plutonium asdiscussed inthe
separate DOE Nuclear Infrastructure Nonproliferation Impact Assessment which
was published and released to the public in September, 2000. However, this
nonproliferation report also statesthat, “If adecisionismadeto restart FFTF, the
German MOX fuel could serve animmediate civil nuclear programmatic interest
of the U.S. Government and at the same time dispose of a significant stockpile of
highly attractive fresh plutonium fuel by conversion to spent fuel through
irradiationin FFTF.”

DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Katy Carter
[for] Heidi Wills, Seattle City Council

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 271.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2526: Larry Chambers

Response to Commentor No. 2526

2526-1 — To leave the FFTF reactor on line, to me, is a symbol of our willingness
to continue producing either a near-grade plutonium bomb material, or perhaps
like other people have suggested, that they will sneak that in.

2526-2 — The last public hearing | was to at — for Hanford, the BNF, or British
Nuclear Fuels, was supposed to resolve the waste dilemma by vitrification. That
scenario seems to have fallen through. ... DOE has constantly missed its past
cleanups deadlines on the Tri-Party Agreement.

2526-3 — What are we going to do with the new waste? The logic of creating
more high-level waste without any concrete cleanup escapes me. We have no
national depository, no vitrification plants, no comprehensive plan in action.

2526-4 — Shut down the FFTF reactor, and adopt Alternative 5.

2526-1: DOE hasno hidden agendafor weapons production or use of FFTF to support
defense missions. The only missions being considered are those evaluated in the
NI PEIS, which are the production of isotopes for medical, research, and
industrial uses; plutonium-238 production for future NASA space exploration
missions; and U.S. nuclear research and development needsfor civilian
application.

2526-2: DOE notesthe commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford and delays in vitrification of waste. Although beyond the scope of this
NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto remediate existing contamination at Hanford area
high priority to DOE. The Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are
conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State
Department of Ecology, U.S Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S.
Department of Energy). This agreement specifies milestones and schedules for
restoration of all parts of the Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding
this agreement. DOE has expedited procurement of the vitrification plant design
and build servicesin anticipation of maintaining the TPA goal for processing the
most hazardous tank wastes. The missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1
would not impact ongoing Hanford cleanup activities.

2526-3: The DOE Manual 435.1. Radioactive Waste Management defines high level
radioactive waste as“ the highly radioactive waste material resulting from the
reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel, including liquid waste produced directly in
reprocessing and any solid material derived from such liquid waste that contains
fission productsin sufficient concentrations; and other highly radioactive material
that is determined, consi stent with existing law, to require permanent isolation.”
DOE has prepared an implementation guide to DOE M 435.1 to assist in
implementing the requirements contained inthat manual. For thisparticular
“requirement,” thedefinition of high-level radioactivewaste, theguideisintended to
facilitate the classification of indefinite waste asto whether or not they are
high-level radioactivewaste. It isrecognized that the definition of high-level
radioactive waste is not precise and is essentially a source-based definition that
also alludes to concentrations of agiven waste stream. Page |1-8 of thisguide
notesthat “ For the purpose of managing high-level waste under DOE M 435.1-1
[sic], spent nuclear fuel includes spent driver elements and/or irradiated target
elementsthat contain transuranium elements.” Thisstatement wasincluded inthe
guide because the concentrations of long-lived isotopes are likely to be somewhat
high during reprocessing and it also meets the source-based definition. Asaresult
of reviewing this guide and to address the commentsraised, DOE is considering
whether the waste from processing of irradiated neptunium-237 targets should be

AlIjoe4 131 Xn|H 1584 8yl Jo 9]0y 8y Buipnjou| ‘se1els paliun ay) Ul SUOSSIA Uoonpo.d adojos|
pue swdopreg pue yoressay ABJeu JeajonN Uel|IAID papuedxT Buiysi(duoddy o) Juswere)s 10edul| [elusuuodinug onewwe16old [euld



€9c€

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2526: Larry Chambers

Response to Commentor No. 2526

2526-4:

classified ashigh-level radioactive waste and not transuranic waste. Asaresult,
the Waste Management sections (i.e., Sections4.3.1.1.13; 4.3.2.1.13; 4.3.3.1.13;
and 4.4.3.1.13) of this NI PEIS have been revised to reflect this different
classification from what was assumed in the draft NI PEIS. As discussed in these
revised sections, irrespective of how the wasteis classified (i.e., transuranic or
high-level radioactive waste), the composition and characteristics are the same and
the waste management (i.e., treatment and on-site storage) for this NI PEIS would
bethesame. Inaddition, evenif the waste is managed as high-level radioactive
waste it would have no impact on the existing high-level radioactive waste
management infrastructure (e.g., high-level waste storage tanks), sincethe high
activity waste from processing of the targets would be initially stored and
vitrified within the processing facility (i.e., FMEF, REDC, or FDPF).

DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.

sBulesH 21jgnd Y} Te Pajuasa id SIUBLULLLLOY) [elO0—E Jeidey)




IS4

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2551: Donn Colby
Washington Physiciansfor Social Responsiblity

Response to Commentor No. 2551

2551-1 — There’s no argument that they're necessary or that FFTF can produce
them [medical isotopes]. The question is whether production at FFTF is afford-
able or economically feasible. The Department of Energy has looked for a
private contractor for years to commit to medical isotope production at Hanford,
and has been unable to find a single producer willing to commit to the project....

Nothing in the draft EIS indicates that isotopes produced by FFTF would be any
more affordable than currently available isotopes. In fact, statement from DOE’s
own committees confirm that medical isotope production at FFTF is not commer-
cially viable.

2551-2 — The fact is that there is no current shortage of medical isotopes. The
National Institute of Medicine issued a report that stated that there is no current
shortage of medical isotopes and that they could not foresee any shortage
coming in the near future....

I'd like to remove the argument for medical isotope production from decision
making process.

2551-3 — I'd like to ... ask that DOE permanently close the FFTF.

2551-1: DOE notesthe commentor’sopinion. The conclusions presentedinthe NERAC
Subcommittee for |sotope Research and Production Planning Final Report, April
2000 regarding the suitability of FFTF to produce research isotopesin atimely
and cost-efficient manner were made in the context of the facility producing
research isotopes as its sole mission. It would not be cost effective to restart
FFTF for the singular purpose of producing small quantities of various research
isotopes. However, sustained operation of FFTF for the production of larger
quantities of both research and commercial isotopes would be viable if operated
in concert with producing plutonium-238 and conducting nuclear energy research
and devel opment for civilian applications. Asthe NERAC report states: “Inlimited
instances, the DOE possesses unique resources, e.g., the high flux of fast neutrons
andlargeirradiation volumein FFTF, that could be utilized for the production of
some radlioi sotopes, but isbest suited for commercial interestswho might consider
itsusefor isotope production.” Inrecognition of these constraintson itsoperational
feasibility, the NI PEISonly evaluatesthe use of FFTF when coupled with the other
stated missions. While some existing reactors may possessthe potential capability
or capacity to support research i sotope production, as suggested inthe NERAC
report, itisunlikely that reliable, increased production of theseisotopesto support
projected needs could be accomplished without impacting the existing missions of
thesefacilities.

2551-2: DOE has sought independent analysis of trends in the use of medical isotopes,
and of its continuing role in this sector, consistent with its mandates under the
Atomic Energy Act. Indoing so, it established two expert bodies, the Expert
Panel and the NERAC. In 1998, the Expert Panel, which convened to forecast
future demand for medical isotopes, estimated that the expected growth rate of
medical isotope use during the next 20 years would range from 7 to 14 percent per
year for therapeutic applications, and 7 to 16 percent per year for diagnostic
applications. These findings were later reviewed and endorsed by NERAC,
established in 1999 to provide DOE with expert, objective adviceregarding the
future form of its isotope research and production activities. DOE has adopted
these growth projections as a planning tool for evaluating the potential capability
of the existing nuclear facility infrastructure to meet programmatic requirements.
In the period since theinitial estimates were made, the actual growth of medical
isotope use has tracked at levels consistent with the Expert Panel findings.
Section 1 2.1 of Volume 1 was revised to incorporate this information and to
clarify DOE'sroleinfulfilling the U.S. research and commercial isotope production
needs.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2551: Donn Colby (Cont’d)
Washington Physiciansfor Social Responsiblity

Response to Commentor No. 2551

2551-3: DOE notesthe commentor’ssupport for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2528: Mike Contini

Response to Commentor No. 2528

2528-1 — | support Alternate 1, restart of FFTF for the production of medical
isotopes and Pu-238.

2528-2 — | want a statement in the PEIS that provides a categorical exclusion
of using FFTF at any time for production of weapons materials of any kind.

2528-3 — | want to now turn my attention to accountability. There is a sign
here concerning two FFTF employees fired for falsifying work done. | am
familiar with this; | work at FFTF. The event happened, and the employees
paid the price: they were fired, as they should have been. Can we say this
about Heart of America Northwest? The Government Accountability Project?
Columbia River United, or whatever new name they have? Does accountabil-
ity exist for them? They can distort, misquote, take out of context items of great
concern — again, what accountability exists for the watchdogs of Hanford?

2528-4 —...want Hanford cleaned up as fast as — as fast and as safe as
possible.

2528-1:

2528-2:

2528-3:
2528-4:

DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

The only missions being considered are those stated and evaluated in the NI PEIS,
which are the production of isotopes for medical, research, and industrial uses;
plutonium-238 production for future NASA space exploration missions; and U.S.
nuclear research and devel opment needs for civilian application. No component
of the proposed action is for the purpose of supporting any defense or
weapons-related mission. If, in the future, other missions are considered for
FFTF, additional NEPA analysis would be conducted.

DOE notes the commentor’s views and testimony.

DOE notes the commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto
remediate existing contamination at Hanford are a high priority to DOE. The
Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in accordance with
the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement. The
missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would not impact ongoing Hanford
cleanup activities.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2502: Megan Cornish
Freedom Socialist Party and Radical WWomen

Response to Commentor No. 2502

2502-1 — I'd like to support the other speakers who have exposed some of the
facts for why the FFTF should not be restarted and should be permanently closed
down.

2502-2 — | would like to just mention quickly, the bias of the draft is so blatantly
obvious to me. And I'm not a person who’s watched every tiny detail of this, the
development of this process. But just listening to the proposal tonight, I've found
the bias for restarting the reactor appalling.

2502-3 — Under capitalism, if you'll pardon the term, the science, the research,
and the medicine that gets funded is only that which benefits corporations and
the military. We do not trust or support medical or nuclear energy support that is
in the hands solely of the profits system. ... Now civilian nuclear energy research
— are you kidding? It's bad enough to have nukes and nuclear research under
the control of the military, which at least reports to Congress and the executive
branch, which are susceptible to public pressure. But why should we fund
civilian profit- making nuclear energy research which will be accountable to no
one? This is corporate welfare, and it's corporate welfare at the expense of
public welfare. This is the use of a public facility for private business interests. |
believe that this is not supposed to happen, and | believe that it's unethical as
well as illegal.... This version of corporate welfare means ill-fare for thousands
of people, hundreds of thousands of people. And | understand the concern of
people, working people in the Tri-Cities area, but | believe that they're being held
hostage. We should have money for safe jobs, not death traps and not nukes.

2502-4 — Furthermore, how ironic it is that this nuclear facility is being proposed
as part of the war on cancer, given the numbers of people who are already sick
and dying from Hanford’s radiation.

2502-5 — For the victims of cancer, we demand: stop industrial pollution, stop
toxic and nuclear waste, and provide free, nationalized health care. And you can
solve the war on cancer.

2502-6 — And | don't think it's accidental that the Tri-Cities is an area with a high
concentration of Chicano population and migrant farm workers who use the
water in the area, work on it, and sleep on it.

2502-7 — Since the FFTF is not needed for medical research, and it's inappro-
priate to use it for commercial medical isotopes, and unneeded, and since it's
not required by NASA for the space exploration missions that have also been
raised as a reason for it, and since federal money should not be used for
commercial nuclear energy research — and those were all the alternatives that
were listed — and also, there are other alternatives for all of these missions that
are far cheaper than the reactor, what is the real reason for the drive to restart the
FFTF? Obviously, the reason is military. It is star-wars-type space missions from
the U.S. space command, and the use of arms from space directed at earth.
Come out and say what it's really all about, because that's the obvious underpin-
ning of this.

2502-1: DOE notesthe commentor’ssupport for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF, and opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

2502-2: DOE has made every effort to make this NI PEIS objective. This NI PEIS has
been prepared in accordance with the provisions of NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.) and the related CEQ and DOE implementation regulations (40 CFR Parts
1500 through 1508 and 10 CFR Part 1021), respectively. DOE evaluated each
environmental resource areain a consistent, unbiased manner acrossal the
aternativesto allow afair comparison among the various alternatives. Thiswas
accomplished through review and evaluation of site-specific information on the
environmental conditions prevailing at ORR, INEEL, and Hanford to include a
comprehensive analysis of the associated environmental and health risks of each
dternative.

2502-3: DOE notesthe commentor’s concerns.

2502-4: The commentor’s concern about cancer rates in the Hanford areaiis noted.
Chapter 4 of Volume 1 and Appendixes H through J discuss radiological
exposures to the public that would be expected to result from implementation of
the nuclear infrastructure alternatives. This PEIS has provided an estimate of the
incremental potential human health impacts associated with a reasonabl e range of
alternatives (including the restart of FFTF) for the production of isotopes for
medical uses, research and development, and as heat sources for radioi sotope
power systems. The methodology used is intended to provide realistic results
based upon our current knowledge of the health impact of low doses of radiation.
Section 4.3 of Volume 1 provides the results of the evaluation of potential health
impacts that would be expected to result from implementation of Alternative 1
(which includes restart of FFTF), including normal operations and a spectrum of
accidents that included severe accidents. The environmental analysis showed that
radiological and nonradiological risks associated with restarting FFTF would be
small. Cancersare believed to be caused by a combination of hereditary and
environmental factors, including radiological and chemical agents. Statisticsfrom
the National Cancer Institute indicate that the rate of cancer incidence and the rate
of cancer mortality hasdropped during the 1990's[NCI webpage (as of 10/19/2000)
- http://cancernet.nci.nih.gov statistics.shtml article entitled “ Cancer Death Rate
Declined inthe 1990sfor the First Time Ever”]. A survey sponsored by the
National Cancer Institute and published in the Journal of the American Medical
Associationin 1991 (JAMA 1991:1403-1408) detected no general increase in the
risk of cancer death for people living in 107 counties adjacent to or containing 62
nuclear facilities. The Hanford Site, Idaho National Engineering and
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2502: Megan Cornish (Cont’d)
Freedom Socialist Party and Radical Women

Response to Commentor No. 2502

2502-5:

2502-6:

2502-7:

Environmental Laboratory, and Oak Ridge Reservation wereincluded in the survey.
The study used cancer mortality datafrom Benton, Franklin, and Grant Countiesin
the survey for the Hanford Site (See Section 3.4.9.3 of Volume 1).

DOE notesthe commentor’s opposition to pollution and waste and support for
national health care. Asdiscussed in Chapter 4 of Volume 1 (e.g. sections
4.3.1.1.13,4.3.2.1.13, 4.3.3.1.13), waste will be generated by all of the
aternatives, including the No Action Alternative. The NI PEIS addressed the
environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage, and disposal of the waste
generated by the proposed actions for al alternatives and aternative options.
Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites are also addressed.
These programs will be implemented for the alternative selected in the Record of
Decision. DOE activities associated with this program would not impact the
schedule or available funding for existing cleanup activities at candidate sitesfor
implementation of the nuclear infrastructure alternatives. The purpose of this

NI PEISisto evaluate the environmental impacts of arange of reasonable
aternativesto fulfill the requirements of the DOE missions, which include the
production of medical and industrial isotopes, the production of plutonium-238
for future NASA missions, and civilian nuclear energy research and development.
The DOE mission requirements can currently only be met using nuclear reactor or
accelerator technologies.

The commentor’spositionisnoted. Theracial and Hispanic composition of the
potentially affected population surrounding the Hanford Site is discussed in
Section K.5.3 of Appendix K (Environmental Justice Analysis). Asdiscussedin
Chapter 4 of Volume 1 and Appendix K, implementation of the nuclear
infrastructure aternativeswould pose no significant radiol ogical or nonradiological
risk to minority or low-income populationsresiding inthe potentially affected area.

DOE has no hidden agendafor weapons production or use of FFTF for military
missions. Consistent with its mandates under the Atomic Energy Act, DOE
seeks to maintain and enhance its infrastructure for the purposes of addressing
three primary needs:. 1) to support the need for increased domestic production of
isotopes for medical, research, and industrial uses, asinitially identified by apanel
of expertsin the medical field and reaffirmed by the Nuclear Energy Research
Advisory Committee; 2) to support future NASA space exploration missions by
re establishing a domestic capability to produce plutonium-238, afuel source that
isrequired for deep space missions and which the U.S. has no long term, assured
supply; and 3) to support civilian nuclear research and devel opment needsin
order to maintain the clean, safe, and reliable use of nuclear power asaviable
component of the United States’ energy portfolio. The NI PEIS evaluatesarange
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2502: Megan Cornish (Cont’d) Response to Commentor No. 2502
Freedom Socialist Party and Radical Women

of reasonabl e alternativesfor accomplishing the proposed action, one of which
includes use of FFTF. Section 1.2 of Volume 1 was revised to clarify the purpose
and need of the proposed action.

sBulesH 21jgnd Y} Te Pajuasa id SIUBLULLLLOY) [elO0—E Jeidey)



0L2€

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: William A. Dautedl

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 431.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2506: Tiffany Devoy
Heart of America Northwest

Response to Commentor No. 2506

2506-1 — | am with Heart of America Northwest, which | know in the eyes of
many of you means whatever | say will be a half-truth. But what | think is very
interesting is that you who have come here [Seattle] from the Tri-Cities are right,
but Congressman McDermott is wrong. You are right, but the entire Seattle City
Council is wrong. You are right, but Brian Baird, Adam Smith, Ron Wyden —
they're all wrong. And all the people who have come here tonight to tell you that
they are afraid, that they don’t want this to happen, that they are worried about
what will happen if it is restarted — they’re all wrong, and their concerns are
nothing, they’re based on lies. And I think that's really disgraceful that you come
in here to our city and tell us that our concerns are invalid, and that our represen-
tatives are wrong. And | very much object to that kind of attitude and to your
presence here tonight.

2506-1: DOE notes the commentor’s views and observations including views toward other
speakers at the Seattle, Washington public hearing. Itis DOE policy to encourage
public input on matters of regional, national and international importance as part
of its commitment to facilitate a public participation process that is open and
unbiased.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Tiffany Devoy
[for] Carole Woods, Sierra Club

The oral comments were submitted in written form by the Sierra Club and are
addressed in the responses to Commentor No. 262.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2527: Larry Ebersole

Response to Commentor No. 2527

2527-1—.. .everyone is concerned about cancer and preventing disease, and it
sounds like tonight there is actually more support for publicly subsidized health
care than | realized. And I would like, in sort of a tangent, to make sure that the
Department of Nuclear Energy and the people here at this hearing convey to the
people in Washington, D.C., at the appropriate level of government — | believe it
would be what, Department of Health and Human Services? — that from what
we hear tonight, there is really support for some sort of universal health care
program that would address all of the relevant disease and their treatments
such as cancer. And people haven't mentioned AIDS or major depression or
post-trauma or anything like this. But | think, really, you know, definitely, public
support for this is a very good idea. There is plenty of funding. Plenty of funding
for it, when certain changes are made.

2527-2 — . . .why not find other ways to develop isotopes than restart a reactor?
It seems like it's something out of a 1950s horror film, the idea of supporting
public health by starting a nuclear reactor.

2527-3 — | wonder how this particular subject interacts with the rest of what the
Department of Energy is doing, this stockpile steward program, which is
basically modernizing the U.S. nuclear arsenal, preparing for what used to be
called strategic defense initiative, the so-called missile defense system —
which eventually would be nuclear most likely, because it wouldn’t work. And it
shouldn’t work, because it doesn’t have to be built, because there can be
nuclear abolition every year. Congresswoman Pelosi, Sonoma, California,
introduces an act called the Nuclear Disarmament and Economic Conversion
Act. It would do exactly that, calling the president to initiate a treaty for nuclear
abolition.

2527-4 — I'm in the “don’t restart it” camp.

2527-5 — . . .in the table S-2, “Facilities lacking sufficient neutron production
capacity to support the PEIS proposed action without impacting existing mis-
sions” — and there’s a whole bunch of them listed. Well, one of them happens
to be Los Alamos, and another one is Lawrence Livermore. | think the crux here
is “Let’'s not challenge the existing missions”; well, that's the nuclear weapons
part of it. So | think that is how these are related. So nuclear disarmament will
be helpful.

2527-1:

2527-2:

2527-3:

2527-4:
2527-5:

DOE notesthe commentor’sinterest in national health care, although thisissueis
beyond the scope of this Nuclear Infrastructure PEIS. The DOE missions
addressed in this PEIS include the production of medical and industrial isotopes,
the production of plutonium-238, and civilian nuclear energy research and
development.

The commentor’sopposition to the use of reactorsfor i sotope production is noted.
The PEIS addresses arange of reasonable alternatives for the production of
isotopes. Among thesearetheuse of existing DOE facilitiesincluding operating
reactors at INEEL and Oak Ridge and the use of FFTF, currently in standby.
Additionally, the PEIS considers two alternatives which would make use of new
facilities. One would make use of ato-be-built reactor facility and another
(Alternative 3) would make use of two to-be-built accelerators. The PEIS
provides information that can be used to make the decision on which of these
facilities, if any, are to be used for isotope production.

DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to nuclear weapons and strategic defense
initiative, although these issues are beyond the scope of this Nuclear
Infrastructure PEIS. The scope of this Nuclear Infrastructure PEISislimited to
analysis of alternativesto fulfill the requirements of the DOE missions, which
include the production of medical and industrial isotopes, the production of
plutonium-238, and civilian nuclear energy research and development. Thethree
missionsare civilian nuclear energy missionsand are not defense-related.

DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

DOE notes the commentor’s views on nuclear disarmanent. The evaluation of
existing missions at facilities, whether they are nuclear weapons related or not, are
not within the scope of this NI PEIS.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2539: Kirstin Ellstrom

Response to Commentor No. 2539

2539-1 — I'm against the restart of this nuclear reactor.... My decision is that
certainly further studies need to be made before we restart this reactor.

2539-1: DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF. DOE
does not believe that further study is needed if Alternative 1 is selected in the
Record of Decision. DOE has evaluated all appropriate information within the
context of the NEPA process and believes that the decision-maker has sufficient
information on which to base their final recommendation.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2550: Rachael Golden

Response to Commentor No. 2550

2550-1 — The estimated cost of restarting the FFTF is roughly $400 million
dollars which could alternatively be spent on Hanford cleanup. Also, this is
much, much more than it would cost to create an individual separate facility to
create medical isotopes unto itself. And that's the cost.

2550-2 — | question whether there’s any benefit to restarting FFTF, No. 1. The
blue ribbon medical advisory committee stated FFTF is not a viable source of
research isotopes and medical isotopes have been proven to be able to be
made in the reactors in Tennessee, ldaho, and Canada.

2550-3 — Also, NASA released a statement on May 27th of this year that it no
longer has a need for the quantity of plutonium-238 which would be produced by
the FFTF, effectively eliminating them as a purchaser of this exceptionally toxic
element.

2550-4 — On the other hand, at the DOE scoping hearing last October, Colette
Brown stated that Pu-238 from FFTF would not be used for military purposes.
However, it was brought to her attention at this hearing its production of FFTF
would indeed free up the Pu-238 already stored around the country for military.

Therefore, if we're restarting the FFTF to produce Pu-238 would free up its use
for military systems that are designed to destroy life, there is not only zero benefit
to restarting FFTF but indeed it would be a detriment to the human race as
nuclear war, even if fought from space, as well as increased nuclear waste and
increased risk of nuclear accident ...

2550-1: DOE prepared a separate Cost Report to provide additional pertinent information
to the Secretary of Energy so that he may make an informed decision with respect
to the alternatives presented in the NI PEIS. Such an ancillary document need
only be made available to the public prior to any decision being made under CEQ
regulations (40 CFR Part 1505.1(e)) Nevertheless, DOE mailed this document to
about 730 interested parties on August 24, 2000. The report was made available
immediately upon release on the NE web site (http://www.nuclear.gov) and in the
public reading rooms. DOE has also provided a summary of the Cost Report in
Appendix Pinthe Final NI PEIS.

2550-2: DOE assumes that the commentor is referring to the conclusions presented in the
“NERAC Subcommitteefor |sotope Research and Production Planning Final
Report, April 2000” regarding the suitability of the Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF) to
produceresearchisotopesin atimely and cost-efficient manner. These conclusions
were madein the context of thefacility producing research isotopesasitssole
mission. It would not be cost effective to restart FFTF for the singular purpose
of producing small quantities of various research isotopes. However, sustained
operation of the FFTF for the production of larger quantities of both research
and commercial isotopes would be viableif operated in concert with producing
plutonium-238 and conducting nuclear energy research and development for
civilian applications. Asthe NERAC report states: “In limited instances, the
DOE possesses unique resources, e.g., the high flux of fast neutrons and large
irradiation volume in FFTF, that could be utilized for the production of some
radioisotopes, but is best suited for commercia interests who might consider its
use for isotope production.” In recognition of these constraints on its operational
feasibility, the NI PEIS only evaluates use of the FFTF when coupled with the
other proposed missions. There currently islittle room for growth of medical
isotope production at either ATR, in Idaho, or HFIR, in Tennessee. At ATR the
neptunium 237 targets for plutonium-238 production will compete for spacein
thereactor. There are potential negative impacts to the private company that
leases reactor space for the production of radioisotopes due to being assigned less
desirableirradiation space. At HFIR, the ability to expand medical isotope
targets into additional reactor locationsis limited by the potential impacts that the
targets have on the primary experimentsin the reactor. Medical isotope targets
and neptunium-237 targets are not in competition for the same locationsin at
HFIR. Currently, approximately 50 percent of DOE’s isotope production
capability isbeing used. Much of the remaining isotope production capability is
dispersed throughout the DOE complex. This capability supports secondary
missions, but cannot be effectively used due to the operating constraints
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2550: Rachael Golden (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2550

2550-3:

2550-4:

associated with the facilities' primary missions basic energy sciences or defense).
DOE is currently meeting most of its short-term requirements. However, in the
long-term (next 5 to 10 years) there will be a shortfall in available DOE capacity
to meet demand. Should the isotope demand grow consistent with the Expert
Panel Report, asit hasrecently, or if DOE’s market share increases, there will be
aneed for expanded isotope production capacity in the short-term. The United
States currently purchases approximately 90 percent of its medical radioisotopes
from foreign producers, most notably Canada. However, Canada only supplies a
limited number of economically attractive commercial isotopes (primarily
molybdenum-99), and it does not supply research isotopes or the diverse array of
medical and industrial isotopes considered in the NI PEIS. Assuch, reliance on
Canadian sources of isotopes to satisfy projected U.S. isotope needs would not
meet DOE’s mission requirements. Section 1.2.1 of Volume 1 has been revised to
clarify DOE’s isotope production role and other producers’ capabilities to fulfill
U.S. isotope needs.

A May 22, 2000, correspondence from NASA to DOE identified that NASA no
longer has aplanned requirement for small radioisotope thermoel ectric generator
(SRTG) power systems. This does not mean that NASA no longer requires DOE
to provide the necessary plutonium 238 to support deep space missions. Rather,
the suspension of SRTG development efforts was conducted in order to permit
reprogramming of funds to support development of a new radioisotope power
system bhased on a Stirling technology generator. This new radioisotope power
system, referred to in the subject correspondence, requires 1/3 less plutonium as
itsfuel source. However, the Stirling technology is developmental and NASA has
reguested in a September 22, 2000 letter to DOE that the plutonium-238 needed
for large RTG may be maintained as a backup. Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1 was
revised to further clarify the purpose and need for reestablishing a domestic
plutonium-238 production capability to support NASA space exploration
missions.

Small radioisotope thermoel ectric generators (RTGs) using plutonium 238 are
used to power electronic systems on some strategic weapons, some of which have
become surplus dueto strategic armsreductions. Although the exact configuration
of these RTGsisclassified, the amount of plutonium-238in each unitisreatively
small and the assay of the plutonium-238 is unacceptable (too low) for usein RTGs
or radioisotope heater unitsfor NASA spacecraft. Therefore, itisnot aviable
sourcefor considerationinthe NI PEIS.

AlIjoe4 131 Xn|H 1584 8yl Jo 9]0y 8y Buipnjou| ‘se1els paliun ay) Ul SUOSSIA Uoonpo.d adojos|
pue swdopreg pue yoressay ABJeu JeajonN Uel|IAID papuedxT Buiysi(duoddy o) Juswere)s 10edul| [elusuuodinug onewwe16old [euld



L112€

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2512: Roy D. Goodman

Response to Commentor No. 2512

2512-1 — Let's do away with industrial, nuclear, chemical, and other man-made
toxins which poison our environment and cause cancer, so we don’'t need
medical isotopes.

2512-2 — Let's have speakers only speak once at any of these hearings. If you
have people that come to these hearings and want to speak at a second
hearing, let them go at the end of people who have waited to speak the first time.
I don't know if that's happened tonight, but | know it does happen. In other
words, if | spoke last night in Portland, | shouldn’t get to speak tonight until
everyone who hadn'’t spoken to you before got to speak. You know who those
people are. | don't care which side they’re speaking for. Your postcard | got in
the mail had a toll-free number on it. | called two weeks ago with some ques-
tions about tonight; nobody called me back. A week ago | sent an e-mail;
nobody e-mailed me back on my questions about tonight. You mailed out a
packet of material, Volume 1, Volume 2, summary — it cost you $10 in postage,
plus | don’t know what other costs were involved with that. Why don't you just
send a postcard out to everybody first, ask them if they want these things. You'll
save some money. You could apply it towards cleaning up Hanford, or pay
somebody to respond to my toll-free call and my e-mail.

2512-3 — Hanford, it's in Washington State; | said Hanford, full of nuclear waste;
| said Hanford suffers from your delay to honor your cleanup agreement.

2512-4 — It's time to shut down the FFTF.

The additional oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed
in the responses to Commentor No. 277.

2512-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s concern regarding cancer causing material generation.
Asidentified in Section 4.3.1.1.13 of the NI PEIS, the restart of FFTF would
generate about 63 cubic meters of additional radioactive waste (e.g., solid
low-level radioactive waste) annually, in addition to nonhazardous wastes. This
would account for about 2,205 cubic meters of additional radioactive waste to be
generated over the 35-year period of nuclear infrastructure operations and is small
in comparison to the waste generated by current Hanford activities. 1tisDOE'’s
policy that all wastes be managed (i.e., treated, stored and disposed) in a safe and
environmentally protective manner and in compliance with all applicable Federal
and state laws and regulations and applicable DOE orders. The NI PEIS
addressed the environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage, and disposal
of the waste generated by the proposed actions for al alternatives and alternative
options. Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites are al'so
addressed. This PEIS has provided an estimate of the incremental potential
human health impacts associated with a reasonabl e range of alternatives
(including the restart of FFTF) for the production of isotopes for medical uses,
research and development, and as heat sources for radioisotope power systems.
The methodology used is intended to provide realistic results based upon our
current knowledge of the health impact of low doses of radiation. Section 4.3 of
Volume 1 provides the results of the evaluation of potential health impacts that
would be expected to result from implementation of Alternative 1 (which includes
restart of FFTF), including normal operations and a spectrum of accidents that
included severe accidents. The environmental analysis showed that radiological
and nonradiological risks associated with restarting FFTF would be small.

2512-2: DOE strives to ensure that the hearing format used serves to promote open and
equal representation by al individuals and groups, regardless of the motivation for
attending, at each and every public hearing. One means used by DOE in trying to
ensure equal representation at public hearingsis by selecting the order of speakers
through arandom number drawing. Assuggested by the commentor, excluding
speakers from speaking in the initial comment round at one hearing if they had
already done so at a previous hearing would not be practical to enforce and would
serve to undermine the representativeness of the body of concerned persons
speaking at each hearing. The commentor’s concernsfor not receiving aresponse
to questions on the Seattle, Washington public hearing are noted. Both the
toll-free telephoneline and e-mail were being answered during the course of the
public comment period. DOE regrets that the commentor’s request for
information was not responded to and will take appropriate action to avoid such
oversightsin the future. DOE apologizes for sending a complete set of the Draft
NI PEIS materials to the commentor that was not requested. DOE works
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2512: Roy D. Goodman (Cont’ d)

Response to Commentor No. 2512

2512-3:

2512-4:

carefully to strike a balance between keeping the public informed about potential
impacts from its proposed actions by making published materials availablein a
timely manner, as required by NEPA and CEQ regulations, and controlling the
cost of the NEPA compliance process. Individuals and groups maintained in the
NI PEISmailing list received a postcard accompanied by either the NI PEIS
Summary only or the complete document package (Summary and Draft NI PEIS
in hardcopy or CD ROM) based on the preferences indicated in the mailing list.
DOE will update the NI PEIS mailing list to ensure that the commentor does not
automatically receive documentsin the future. However, the commentor may of
course request a copy of the Final NI PEIS and the Record of Decision, when
published.

DOE notes the commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto
remediate existing contamination at Hanford are a high priority to DOE. The
Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in accordance with
the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. A Tri-Party Agreement change was made to place the milestones
for FFTF s permanent deactivation in abeyance until the DOE reaches adecision on
whether thefacility will be used to meet mission needs. Public meetingswereheld
onthisformal milestone change. Themissionsdescribed in Section 1.2 of Volume 1
would not impact ongoing Hanford cleanup activities.

DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2547: Jack Griffith
Carpenters and Mill-Race Local 2403

Response to Commentor No. 2547

2547-1 — | don't have any member of my family or immediate family who | can
say who've have cancer, but I'm fully supportive of medical isotopes.

2547-2 — It's very unfortunate that we have some folks that do not see the value
in what we [unions] do. The media’s not our best friend. The media has the
ability to send out information that isn’t always true. The problem is they’re not
talking to the worker. Talk to me and I'll tell you what my belief is and what my
fellow workers’ belief is, and that is safety first. We're here to protect you, me, my
family, your family and anybody else in need.

2547-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s support of medical isotope production.

2547-2: DOE notesthe commentor’sview on the priority of safety and protection of the
environment at Hanford.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2534: Norm Gundle

Response to Commentor No. 2534

2534-1 — | want to state for the record that | am opposed to restarting the facility.
2534-2 — | think there’s a myriad of reasons not to, including public safety, ....

2534-3 — | think there’s a myriad of reasons not to, including ... the lack of
disclosure by the DOE and many other numerous concerns that are not being
addressed and weren’t addressed during the EIS.

2534-4 — | don't think there’s any reason to add to the nuclear waste we have
stored at Hanford.

2534-5 — | think we should be focusing our efforts on doing something with that
waste [at Hanford], disposing of it in an environmentally safe way and not
contributing to that waste.

2534-6 — | really hope that the DOE can listen to our comments and I'm not
swayed by the propaganda that | see at the public hearing. 1 find it kind of
exasperating, they feel they need to sell it to us when it's really a comment
period; we need to be giving our comments and not being tried to be swayed by
glossy magazine-like ads on the walls.

2534-1:

2534-2:

2534-3:

2534-4.

DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

The commentor’s opposition to the restart of FFTF isnoted. This PEIS has
provided an estimate of the incremental potential human health impacts
associated with areasonable range of alternatives (including the restart of FFTF)
for the proposed action. The methodology used is intended to provide redlistic
results based upon our current knowledge of the health impact of low doses of
radiation. Section 4.3 of Volume 1 provides the results of the evaluation of
potential health impacts that would be expected to result from implementation of
Alternative 1 (which includes restart of FFTF), including normal operations and a
spectrum of accidents that included severe accidents. The environmental analysis
showed that radiological and nonradiological risks associated with restarting FFTF
would besmall.

This NI PEIS has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of NEPA (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the related CEQ and DOE implementation regulations
(40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508 and 10 CFR Part 1021), respectively. The
environmental impacts of reasonable alternativesto fulfill the requirements of the
missions were disclosed and evaluated in the NI PEIS. Further, DOE evaluated
each environmental resource areain aconsistent, unbiased manner acrossall the
alternativesto allow afair comparison among the various alternatives. All
references used in preparing the NI PEIS are cited in the reference section of each
chapter and appendix. DOE has made these references and other material relevant
to review of the NI PEIS and supporting the decisionmaking process available to
the public in the designated public reading rooms. DOE made every effort to
obtain, analyze, and disclose all required information to make adecision on
expanding nuclear infrastructure.

Management of wastes that would be generated under implementation of
Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, isdiscussed in Section 4.3 of Volume 1 (e.g, see
Section 4.3.1.1.13). Section 4.3.1.1.13 was revised to clarify that, the Hanford
waste management infrastructure is analyzed in this PEIS for the management of
waste resulting from FFTF restart and operation. This analysis is consistent with
policy and DOE Order 435.1, that DOE radioactive waste shall be treated, stored,
and in the case of low-level waste, disposed of at the site where the waste is
generated, if practical; or at another DOE facility. However, if DOE determines
that use of the Hanford waste management infrastructure or other DOE sitesis
not practical or cost effective, DOE may issue an exemption under DOE Order
435.1 for the use of non-DOE facilities (i.e., commercial facilities) to store, treat,
and dispose of such waste generated from the restart and operation of FFTF. In
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2534: Norm Gundle (Cont’ d)

Response to Commentor No. 2534

2534-5:

2534-6:

addition, Section 4.3.3.1.13 and 4.4.3.1.13 a so address the potential impacts
associated with the waste generated from the target fabrication and processing in
FMEF and how this waste would be managed at the site.

DOE notes the commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto
remediate existing contamination at Hanford are a high priority to DOE. The
Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in accordance with
the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement. The
missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would not impact ongoing Hanford
cleanup activities. Waste generation and management under Alternative 1, Restart
FFTF, isdiscussed in Section 4.3 of Volume 1. Waste that would be generated
under implementation of Alternative 1 would not pose a significant burden to the
waste management infrastructure at the Hanford Site.

Comment noted. It is DOE policy to encourage public input on matters of
regional, national and international importance as part of its commitment to
facilitate a public participation process that is open and unbiased. In compliance
with NEPA and CEQ regulations, DOE provided opportunity to the public to
comment on the scope of the NI PEIS and the environmental impact analysis of
DOE's proposed aternatives. DOE gave equal considerationto all comments. In
preparing the Final NI PEIS DOE carefully considered comments received from
the public.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2497: Suzanne Heaston
[for] U.S. Senator Slade Gorton, WA

Response to Commentor No. 2497

2497-1 — One in three Americans is touched by cancer. Every hour of every day,
a child is diagnosed with cancer. Fortunately, every year our nation’s scientists
develop new technologies for treating cancer and other diseases. Medical
isotopes are used in new leading-edge technologies without the usual debilitat-
ing side-effects and at lower cost than traditional treatments. Unfortunately,
developments are thwarted and treatments are suppressed because our country
lacks the production capability for the variety, quantity, and quality of life-saving
isotopes that are necessary to conduct research and treat our patients. Restart-
ing the FFTF is imperative in order to meet our nation’'s needs for life-saving
isotopes.

Dr. Reiner Storr, a founding member of the Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research
Center in Seattle, wrote to me about his exciting research. He explained that
so-called alpha-emitters are likely to make bone marrow transplantation and
other cancer therapy much less toxic, more safe, and effective. However, he
lamented that the Department of Energy is unable to offer a constant and
affordable supply of these unique isotopes. He reported that his research
results are, quote, ‘nothing short of spectacular,” unquote. But taking the next
step into clinical trials is impossible without the availability of alpha-emitting
isotopes. FFTF is uniquely capable of producing high-quality alpha-emitters,
which are isotopes for treating disease. These treatments dangle by a thread,
and could be cut off at any moment by supply lapses or the whims of a crowd of
well-intentioned but misinformed protesters. Meanwhile, lives are being lost.

While accelerators primarily produce isotopes for diagnosing disease, they
cannot produce many of the isotopes for treating disease. For example, the
isotopes for alleviating excruciating bone pain as a result of cancer can only be
produced in a reactor. The draft PEIS confirms the need for, the safety of, and the
lack of environmental impacts of restarting the FFTF. The accompanying cost
analysis confirms the cost-effectiveness of utilizing the FFTF for the entire suite
of identified missions.

The FFTF is our nation’s newest, most versatile reactor. It can effectively meet
our nation’s needs for plutonium-238 for the space program and twenty-first
century research and development needs. But most importantly, through its
isotope program, the Department of Energy has an opportunity to greatly
improve the quality of life for millions of Americans who suffer from cancer,
cardiovascular, and other diseases. DOE must recognize and embrace its
responsibility to provide the quality and quantity of isotopes needed to diagnose
and treat our patients. We must have an adequate domestic production facility.

2497-1: DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2497: Heaston, Suzanne (Cont’ d)

Response to Commentor No. 2497

Let's not be held hostage to foreign sources of life-saving isotopes, like we are
to oil and gasoline. Each day 1500 people die of cancer. What are we waiting
for? Restart FFTF.

2497-2 — However, there are those who are reporting half-truths and lies in an
effort to sway public opinion. | will address some of those lies here.

One, restarting the reactor would put Hanford back into plutonium production,
producing more liquid waste for high-level nuclear waste tanks. The truth:
plutonium-238 is used for space missions, and is not the same as pluto-
nium-239, which is used in nuclear weapons. Pu-238 cannot be used to make
bombs.

Also, the proposed new missions will not add a single drop of high-level waste
to the tanks at Hanford, nor will it impact the Columbia River. The FFTF waste
minimization plan was developed in consultation with the Washington State
Department of Ecology and the Oregon Office of Energy.

Another lie: restarting FFTF will delay and take money away from Hanford
cleanup. The truth: restarting FFTF will have no impact whatsoever with Hanford
cleanup funding. FFTF is funded through a completely different program from the
cleanup budget. And as a member of the Appropriations Committee, | am
committed to fight for funding in the environmental management program for
Hanford cleanup. Make no mistake, however. If DOE decides to shut down the
FFTF, decommissioning activity, which will become part of Hanford cleanup, will
be prioritized along with all the other more pressing problems of Hanford
cleanup. One last lie: restarting the FFTF will have enormous environmental
consequences for the Pacific Northwest. The truth: FFTF will produce no
high-level waste. In full operation, producing life-saving isotopes for the entire
nation, FFTF will produce low-level waste comparable to about four medical and
research institutions like the University of Washington. Currently, the State of
Oregon sends its low-level waste to the commercial repository at Hanford. It
annually sends twenty-two times the waste FFTF would produce. In thirty-five
years of operation, FFTF would produce a small amount of spent nuclear fuel,
equivalent to .015 percent of our nation’s inventory. The benefits of operating the
FFTF to produce desperately needed isotopes are obvious.

2497-2: DOE notes the commentor’s views and observations. DOE is committed to
providing the public with comprehensive environmental reviews of its proposed
actions in accordance with NEPA, and to providing ample opportunity for public
comment on those actions.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2504: Judith Hine

Response to Commentor No. 2504

2504-1 — | have discovered the suitable geological facility. It is the black hole
into which the information required for this to be a programmatic environmental
impact statement has fallen. This is not an environment impact statement....
We don't know to what extent comments here [at the hearing] modified this
document.

I think | don’t know what frightens me more: the possibility, the magnitude of the
possibility of harm to the people of the Northwest should a highly unlikely
accident occur — one chance in a large number, but look at the magnitude — or
the magnitude of the discrepancy between what this document purports to be
and what the Department and the public and the Secretary need to make a
rational, honest, open decision about whether FFTF should be closed as
planned, as scheduled, or reopened on the basis of — some people say
half-truths; | say half-information. The PEIS, at best, from this, is preliminary
environmental impact statement.

2504-2 — Possibly [this would be an EIS] with addenda that are not available,
possibly with corrections that were made verbally on the fly about the research
isotopes not being a factor, it's still in the report, about agricultural use of
radioisotopes, the question about the irradiation of food, still in there.

2504-1: The NI PEISis adequate and provides sufficient scope and detail on which to
make mission decisions relative to the environmental impacts of aternatives. This
NI PEIS has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of NEPA (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the related CEQ and DOE implementation regulations
(40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508 and 10 CFR Part 1021), respectively. The
environmental impacts of reasonable alternativesto fulfill the requirements of the
missions were disclosed and evaluated in the NI PEIS. Further, DOE evaluated
each environmental resource areain aconsistent, unbiased manner acrossall the
aternativesto allow afair comparison among the various aternatives. Thiswas
accomplished through review and evaluation of site-specific information on the
environmental conditions prevailing at ORR, INEEL, and Hanford to include a
comprehensive analysis of the associated environmental and health risks of each
aternative. DOE made every effort to obtain, analyze, and disclose all required
information to make a decision on expanding nuclear infrastructure. In preparing
the Draft NI PEIS, DOE carefully considered all scoping comments received from
the public (see Section 1.4 of Volume 1 and Appendix N). In preparing the Final
PEIS, DOE has assessed and considered both oral and written comments received
on the Draft PEIS during the public comment period and has responded to these
commentsin the Final PEIS. Volume 3 of the NI PEIS contains public comments
received on the NI PEIS and DOE responses to those comments. DOE’s Record
of Decision for the NI PEISwill be based on anumber of factorsincluding
environmental impacts, public input, costs, nonproliferation impacts, schedules,
technical assurance, and other policy and programmatic objectives.

2504-2: DOE assumes the commentor is referring to the cost and nonproliferation reports
when sherefersto "addenda.” The cost and nonproliferation reports are separate,
ancilliary documents that were made available to the public since the issuance of
the Draft NI PEIS.  Although other manufacturers produce medical
radioisotopes, DOE remains the key provider for alarge number of radioisotopes
that are used in relatively small quantities by individual researchers at universities
and hospitals. Because their application isinitially experimental, these isotopes
are not generally purchased in large-enough quantities to make their production
financialy attractive to private industry. However, supplies of many research
isotopes are not readily available from existing domestic or foreign sources,
causing anumber of medical research programsto be terminated, deferred, or
seriously delayed. Under the NI PEIS proposed action and consistent with its
mandates under the Atomic Energy Act, DOE would enhance its existing nuclear
facility infrastructure to, among other things, more effectively support production
of radioisotopes for medical applications and research. DOE’sintent isto
complement commercial sector capabilitiesto ensure that areliable supply of
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2504: Judith Hine (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2504

isotopesis availablein the United States to meet future demand, and to encourage
the commercial sector to privatize the production of isotopes that have
established applications to alevel that would support commercial ventures. The
conclusions presented in the "NERAC Subcommittee for |sotope Research and
Production Planning Final Report, April 2000" regarding the suitability of the
Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF) to produce research isotopesin atimely and
cost-efficient manner were made in the context of the facility producing research
isotopes asits sole mission. DOE agrees that the FFTF's large size and
configuration are not particularly well suited for the singular purpose of
producing small quantities of various research isotopes. However, sustained
operation of the FFTF for the production of both research and commercial
isotopes would be viable if operated in concert with producing plutonium-238
and conducting nuclear energy research and development for civilian applications.
The availability of radioisotopes for the purposes of agricultural use or food
irradiation is not the focus of DOE's proposed action. Although radiation
sterilization of food is a possible application for certain industrial radioisotopes,
including Cesium-137 and Cobalt-60, DOE does not anticipate asimilar need for
increased production of radioisotopes used for either of these purposes.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2496: Wenonah Hauter Response to Commentor No. 2496
2496-1 — | think you should have the — in keeping with the spirit of public, you 2496-1: The purpose of DOE's presentation at the Portland Oregon, public hearing and at
should hold your presentation until the public speaks. Let the public speak first. all of the NI PEIS public hearings was to provide an overview of the Draft

NI PEIS asabasisfor facilitating relevant discussion and public input. Therefore,
it is customary to present this background information before the start of the
formal comment process.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Russ Hulvey
Association of Washington Businesses

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 19.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Chris Jackins

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 275.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Dave Johnson
Heart of America Northwest

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 273.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2498: Ken Kadlec

Response to Commentor No. 2498

Representative for U.S. Representatives Jim McDermott, Brian Baird, Earl
Blumenauer, Peter A. DeFazio, Darlene Hooley, Adam Smith, David Wu; and for
U.S. Senator Ron Wyden

2498-1 — The letter focuses primarily on what is left out of the draft EIS —
namely, what we do with the waste ...

2498-2 — . . .the actual true cost of restarting the FFTF, the impact on our nation’s
nonproliferation policies, and most basically, an assessment of the need and
suitability of FFTF for its purported missions. To leave the discussion of these
areas to separate reports, delivered after the hearings, makes a sham of the
NEPA process. You owe the citizens of this state and our nation greater account-
ability.

2498-3 — | would like to point out the purpose of the draft EIS is to define the role
of the FFTF in research, not commercial production, and sets forth four —
originally, instead of three — possible research missions for the start of the
FFTF. Your own research advisory committee and NASA have stated that FFTF
was not suited to three of these missions. The only remaining is for the “un-
specified” missions. This leaves us commenting on a draft EIS for an unspeci-
fied mission with an unspecified need, with an unspecified cost, with unspecified
environmental impacts. It sounds like a project in search of a mission.

2498-4 — If | heard you correctly tonight, the decision has been made, and that
you can make the decision independent of the decision of Secretary Richardson.

2498-5 — Let me leave you with the suggestion that you do have a mission at
Hanford: it's called cleanup. That's a specified mission. That's a specified
mission, and you've had it for twelve years now. Let's get on with it ....

2498-6 — ... let's put FFTF to bed.

2498-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s concern regarding waste management. Management
of wastes that would be generated under implementation of Alternative 1, Restart
FFTF, isdiscussedin Section 4.3 of Volume1 (e.g, see Section 4.3.1.1.13). Section
4.3.1.1.13 wasrevised to clarify that, the Hanford waste management infrastructure
isanalyzed in this PEISfor the management of waste resulting from FFTF restart
and operation. Thisanalysisisconsistent with policy and DOE Order 435.1, that
DOE radioactive waste shall betreated, stored, and in the case of low-level waste,
disposed of at the site where the waste is generated, if practical; or at another DOE
facility. However, if DOE determinesthat use of the Hanford waste management
infrastructure or other DOE sitesis not practical or cost effective, DOE may issue
an exemption under DOE Order 435.1 for the use of non-DOE facilities(i.e.,
commercial facilities) to store, treat, and dispose of such waste generated from the
restart and operation of FFTF. Inaddition, Section4.3.3.1.13and 4.4.3.1.13adso
address the potential impacts associated with the waste generated from the target
fabrication and processing in FM EF and how thiswaste would be managed at the
ste.

2498-2: Thecostsand nuclear nonproliferation impacts of proposed actionsare not required
by NEPA and CEQ regulationsto beincluded in aPEIS. DOE prepared a separate
Cost Report and Nuclear Infrastructure Nonproliferation I mpact Assessment to
provide additional pertinent information to the Secretary of Energy so that he may
make an informed decision with respect to the alternatives presented in the
NI PEIS. Such ancillary documents need only be made availableto the public prior
to any decision being made under CEQ regulations (40 CFR Part 1505.1(€)).
Nevertheless, DOE mailed these documentsto more than 730 interested partieson
August 24 and September 8, 2000, respectively. Both reportswere made available
immediately upon release on the NE web site (http:/ www.nuclear.gov) and inthe
public reading rooms. DOE has also provided summaries of the Cost Report and
Nuclear Infrastructure Nonproliferation Impact Assessment in Appendixes P and
Q, respectively intheFinal NI PEIS. Consistent with its mandates under the
Atomic Energy Act, DOE is proposing thisenhancement of itsnuclear facility
infrastructure for the purposes of addressing three primary needs: 1) to support the
need for increased domestic production of isotopesfor medical, research, and
industria uses, asinitialy identified by apanel of expertsinthemedical field and
reaffirmed by the Nuclear Energy Research Advisory Committee; 2) to support
future NASA space exploration missions by re establishing adomestic capability to
produce plutonium-238, afuel sourcethat isrequired for deep space missionsand
whichthe U.S. hasno long term, assured supply; and 3) to support civilian nuclear
research and devel opment needsin order to maintain the clean, safe, and reliable
use of nuclear power as aviable component of the United States’ energy portfolio.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2498: Ken Kadlec (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2498

2498-3:

Purpose and need are discussed in Chapter 1 of Volume 1. The NERAC
Subcommitteefor | sotope Research and Production Planning Final Report, April
2000 and that of the Expert Panel arediscussed in Chapter 1 relativeto medical and
industrial isotope production mission. DOE hastaken the Expert Panel and

NERA C report recommendations under consideration in devel oping the range of
alternatives, including Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, evaluated inthe NI PEIS. These
reportswere made availableto the public at the NI PEIS public information centers
and on the Internet at www.nuclear.gov.

Theonly missions being considered by DOE arethethreethat are analyzed inthe
NI PEIS, which are the production of isotopes for medical research, and
industrial uses; plutonium production for future NASA space exploration
missions; and U.S. nuclear research and development needsfor civilian
application. No "unspecified" missions are being considered. DOE’s production
and sale of radioisotopesfall into two categories—"commercial" and "research”
and both types of isotope production are considered under the proposed actions.
Commercial radioisotopes are those that are produced in large, bulk quantities and
sold to pharmaceutical companies or distributors, or to equipment or sealed
source manufacturers. Examples of commercial radioisotopes produced by DOE
include strontium-82 and germanium-68 for medical applications, and iridium-192
and californium-252 for industrial applications. DOE only produces commercial
isotopes when there isno U.S. private sector capability or when foreign sources
do not have the capacity to meet U.S. needsreliably. In contrast, research
radioisotopes are typically produced and sold in small quantities in response to
speciaty orders from researchers preparing experimentsin the field of medicine,
with small quantities of these radioisotopes also purchased by industrial
researchers. Because small-quantity production of research isotopesis not
financialy attractive to private-sector producers and is generally not undertaken,
DOE attempts to provide all research radioisotopes that are requested, subject to
production capability, inventory, and financial constraints. As successful
application of a specific research isotope is established, the production and sales
of that radioisotope may shift from research to commercia status. In recent
years, over 95 percent of DOE's sales of radioisotopes by dollar volume were
commercial and 5 percent have been for research. Additional discussion of how
DOE's isotope program fits into the overall U.S. and foreign isotope production
capabilities was incorporated into Section 1.2.1 of Volume 1. The conclusions
presented in the NERAC Subcommittee for | sotope Research and Production
Planning Final Report, April 2000 regarding the suitability of FFTF to produce
research isotopesin atimely and cost efficient manner were made in the context
of thefacility producing research isotopes asits solemission. It would not be cost
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2498: Ken Kadlec (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2498

2498-4:

2498-5:

effectivetorestart FFTF for the singular purpose of producing small quantities of
variousresearch isotopes. However, sustained operation of FFTFfor the
production of larger quantitiesof both research and commercial isotopeswould be
viableif operated in concert with producing plutonium-238 and conducting nuclear
energy research and development for civilian applications. Asthe NERAC report
states: "In limited instances, the DOE possesses unique resources, €.g., the high flux
of fast neutronsand largeirradiation volumein FFTF, that could be utilized for the
production of some radioisotopes, but isbest suited for commercial interestswho
might consider itsusefor isotope production.” In recognition of these constraintson
itsoperational feasihility, the NI PEIS only evaluatesthe use of FFTF when coupled
with the other stated missions. The May 22, 2000, correspondence from NASA
to DOE identifies that NASA no longer has a planned requirement for small

radli oi sotope thermoel ectric generator (SRTG) power systems. Thisdoes not mean
that NASA nolonger requires DOE to provide the necessary plutonium-238to
support deep space missions. Rather, SRTG devel opment effortswere stopped in
order to permit reprogramming of fundsto support development of anew

radli oi sotope power system based on a Stirling technology generator. Thisnew

radli oi sotope power system, referred to in the subject correspondence, requires 1/3
lessplutonium asitsfuel source. However, the Stirling technology isdevel opmental
and NA SA hasrequested in a September 22, 2000 | etter to DOE that the plutonium-
238 needed for large aRTG be maintained as abackup. Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1
wasrevised to further clarify the purpose and need for reestablishing adomestic
plutonium-238 production capability to support NASA space exploration missions.

No final decisions have been made with regard to the alternativesor to thefacilities
and | ocations eval uated to fulfill the requirements of the proposed actions.

However, in accordance with Council on Environmental Quality regulations (40
CFR 1502.14(e)), DOE hasidentified itspreferred alternativein Volume 1, Section
2.8 of theFinal NI PEIS andincludesadiscussion of DOE'sjustificationsfor
selectingit. Itisthe Secretary of Energy who will makethe programmatic
decisionswith respect to the alternatives presented in thisNI PEISto accomplish
the DOE missions. Decisions madewill be published inthe Record of Decision no
sooner than 30 days after publication of thisNI PEIS. All pertinent information and
publicinput will be provided to the Secretary so that he may make an informed and
unbiased decision with respect to the alternatives presented in thisNI PEIS.

DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, and
concernsregarding the progress of the existing cleanup mission at Hanford.
Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing Hanford cleanup activities
are high priority to DOE. Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2498: Ken Kadlec (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2498

2498-6:

conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State
Department of Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and theU.S.
Department of Energy) Thisagreement specifies milestones and schedulesfor
restoration of all parts of theHanford Site. DOE isfully committed to honoring this
agreement. A Tri-Party Agreement change was made to place the milestones for
FFTF s permanent deactivation in abeyance until the DOE reachesadecision on
whether thefacility will be used to meet mission needs. Prior public meetingswere
held on thisformal milestone change.

DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Bruce Klos

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 406.
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Commentor: Sally Lamson

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 280.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2521: Hyun Lee

Response to Commentor No. 2521

2521-1 — | oppose FFTF restart.

2521-2 — Restart of FFTF will lead to generation of what this draft EIS has
referred to as aqueous high-activity waste, which sounds an awful lot like liquid
high-level nuclear waste, to me, that will be sent to what's referred to as the
evaporator tank feed while awaiting treatment and vitrification for disposal, which
looks like a tank in the FMEF, in that schematic on page S-17. So that sounds
like this waste is going to be stored in Hanford FMEF until about 2007, when the
vit-plants will ostensibly be operable and a new contractor will have been,
hopefully, found, | guess. Until then, which would be — this stuff would sit
around for, maybe, like close to seven years. This would violate state and federal
laws on hazardous waste disposal, which only allows a few months for the stuff
to be stored before it has to be disposed of in some permanent way. Again, this
is illegal, violating Washington State and federal law.

2521-3 — Just the possibility of FFTF restart has significantly delayed Hanford
cleanup. | mention this in the context of the 325 and the 306-E buildings in the
300 Area, which are being kept erect until — for FFTF support. These are two
highly contaminated buildings, with a long history of mishaps and radiation
releases that date back to the '60s, and possibly the '50s.

2521-4 — Shipping FFTF waste to commercial disposal facilities, which was
something that was mentioned at the last two hearings, violates existing U.S.
DOE policy, that requires waste to be sent only to NRC-licensed facilities. You
can see this in 64 Federal Register 1216. Thus far, only U.S. Ecology has been
licensed in that capacity. And disposal of FFTF low-level and mixed waste at U.S.
Ecology would violate the compact between the states, which Oregon has a veto
in. Furthermore, disposing of FFTF at these type of facilities would just open the
door to U.S. DOE becoming one of the biggest PRPs in Superfund history, which
would probably ramp up FFTF operation costs quite a bit.

2521-5 — Having spoken to a number of people who have been here [at the
hearings], who were planning to come here, they've just voiced a lot of frustration
that — not being heard, that their message hasn't been heard by policy-makers.

2521-1: DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

2521-2: Asidentifiedin Section4.3.1.1.13 of the NI PEIS, therestart of FFTFwould
generate about 63 cubic meters of additional radioactivewaste (e.g., solid low-level
radioactive waste) annually, in addition to nonhazardous wastes, Thiswould
account for about 2,205 cubic meters of additional radioactive waste to be
generated over the 35-year period of nuclear infrastructure operations and is small
in comparison to the waste generated by current Hanford activities. High-level
radioactive waste would not be generated from merely operating FFTF. The use
of proposed alternative facilities associated with reprocessing of neptunium-237
targetswould have no impact on schedules or availablefunding for high-level
radioactive waste programs at either Hanford or the INEEL sites. The higher
activity waste would be treated as a solid form via a stand-alone vitrification
system, separate from any tank waste treatment system. The existing Hanford
high-level radioactive waste facilities would also not be used, and as analyzed in
the PEIS, no existing or planned high-level radioactive waste facilitieswould be
used to treat the wastes resulting from processing the irradiated targets. It is
DOE's policy that all wastes be managed (i.e., treated, stored and disposed) in a
safe and environmentally protective manner and in compliance with all applicable
Federal and state laws and regulations and applicable DOE orders. The NI PEIS
addressed the environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage, and disposal
of the waste generated by the proposed action for all alternatives and alternative
options. Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites are also
addressed. These programswill be implemented for the aternative selected in the
Record of Decision.

2521-3: The commentor’s concerns about delays in Hanford cleanup are noted. The
306-E facility is not contaminated and is being proposed as a location to conduct
activitiesthat do not involve radioactive materials. Whilethe 325 Building hasa
largeinventory of radionuclides associated with ongoing activities at thefacility,
the building is not contaminated in worker accessible areas. Operations at the 325
Building are conducted in accordance with applicable federal and state regulations
and appropriate DOE Orders. The 300 Area Revitalization Plan (DOE 1999)
provides for continued multi-program R& D operationsin the 300 Area, including
operation of various laboratories, office facilities, and services. It also provides
for consolidation (but not complete elimination) of radiological operations, with
support for Hanford Site facility transition and environmental restoration efforts.
The plan does not require closure of the 325 and 306 E buildings as long as they
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2521: Hyun Lee (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2521

2521-4:

2521-5:

are needed for active research projects. Operation of thesefacilitieswould not
violate any existing agreements between DOE and stakehol ders or other legal
obligations, nor would it affect ongoing or planned environmental restoration and
facility transition activities. The Hanford Site environmental restoration activities
are conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e. Washington State
Department of Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S.
Department of Energy). This agreement specifies milestones and schedules for
restoration of all parts of the Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding
thisagreement.

DOE Order 435.1 "Waste Management" gives responsibility to the DOE Field
Element Managers to approve exemptions for use of non-DOE facilities for
storage, treatment or disposal of DOE radioactive waste based on certain
requirements. One of these requirements is that the facility must have the
necessary permits, licenses, and approvals for the specific waste. Asdiscussed in
DOE's"Commercia Disposal Policy Analysisfor Low Level and Mixed
Low-Level Wastes' dated March 9, 1999, there are three commercial low-level
radioactive waste disposal facilities (i.e., Envirocare of Utah; Barnwell, South
Carolina; and US Ecology, Richland, Washington) which are currently operating
and licensed to receive low level radioactive waste. Envirocare of Utah also hasa
permit to receive RCRA hazardous wastes. DOE has and is currently disposing
of low level radioactive waste and mixed low-level radioactive waste at Enirocare
of Utah and has sent low-level radioactive waste to Barnwell, South Carolina. In
June 1995, US Ecology submitted an unsolicited proposal to DOE for the disposal of
DOE waste at the US Ecology facility. In November 1995, the State of Washington
informed US Ecology and DOE that the State would allow the disposal of DOE
waste at thefacility subject to certain conditions.

DOE iscommitted to providing the public with comprehensive environmental
reviews of its proposed actions in accordance with NEPA, and to providing ample
opportunity for public comment on those actions. In addition to the hearings,
DOE provided opportunity to the public to comment on the Draft NI PEIS
through the U.S. mail, e-mail, atoll-free fax number, and atoll-free phone number.
DOE gave equal consideration to all comments. In preparing the Final NI PEIS,
DOE carefully considered comments received from the public.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Nick Licata
Seattle City Council

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 2061.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2535: Richard Locke Response to Commentor No. 2535

2535-1 — | have a particular interest in the FFTF in as much as it's an asset in 2535-1: DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
our battle, | believe, to fight cancer in this country.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2508: Fred Miller

Response to Commentor No. 2508

Peace Action

2508-1 — ... they [owner of the fuel] quoted from the [FRR] final environmental 2508-1: Theplutonium being considered for productioninthisNI PEISisplutonium-238
impact statement in that matter: “In countries where material control and which is not an isotope of plutonium that is used in nuclear weapons. The
accounting or physical accounting systems are not sufficiently rigorous, there is production of plutonium-238 does not present a nonproliferation concern. DOE
a risk of diversion or threat of theft of such materials. In addition, even in coun- developed a separate Nuclear Infrastructure Nonproliferation Impact Assessment,
tries with effective nuclear test weapons nonproliferation commitments, the published in September, 2000, that analyzed the nonproliferation impacts of the
presence of unneeded stocks of plutonium could raise security concerns on the actions considered inthi's PEIéandfound that, there are currently no U.S
part of neighboring countries.” | would submit that the United States is in the . . - : N : iy
former category, not the latter, given the huge volume of plutonium that the DOE nonproliferation policies, laws, rggy!atlpnsor international ?gregmentsthat
cannot account for. And | would say that the draft PEIS is incomplete until it does preclude the use of any of the facilities in the manner described in the Draft
address very definitively the proliferation concerns that we're raising. NI PEIS. Althoughthispolicy analysisisnot required under NEPA, DOE believes

) ) it to be an essential element in the decision making process for the DOE nuclear
2508-2 — The Department of Energy has — and Hanford in particular has a long infrastructure, and hasincluded asummary of the Nuclear Infrastructure
history of dishonesty, carelessness, neglect. And when you're saying definitively Nonproliferation Impact Assessment in Appendix Qin the Final NI PEIS, Itisalso
that there is, at most, this or that safety hazard, you are relying upon the esti- avail able on the DOE NE web site (hitp:/mww.nuclear.gov) ’
mates from an organization that in the past has lied in their estimates of similar ) ' ) )
hazards. We have to assume that they are not more honest than they were in the 2508-2: Comment noted.
past. We have to assume that they are not more careful than they were in the
past. Otherwise, we're going to come up with extravagant claims. And the 2508-3: DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
extravagant claims that they’'ve made in the past have not been fulfilled.

2508-4: Small radioisotope thermoel ectric generators (RTGs) using plutonium-238 are

2508-3 — | oppose restart of the Fast Flux Test Facility for production of pluto-
nium-238.

2508-4 — When | gave comments in the scoping process, | suggested that
perhaps the biggest inventory of plutonium-238 in the United States is in the
nuclear weapons arsenal. A warhead on any of our SLBMs or ICBMs has an
RTG, and we have many of those surplus. You have not analyzed what hap-
pened to those and to that net stockpile of plutonium, which could possibly meet
any NASA needs, no matter whose numbers you choose for many, many years.

used to power electronic systems on some strategic weapons, some of which have
become surplus due to strategic arms reductions. Although the exact
configuration of these RTGs s classified, the amount of plutonium-238in each
unit isrelatively small and the assay of the plutonium-238 is unacceptable (too
low) for use in RTGs or radioisotope heater units for NASA spacecraft.
Therefore, it isnot aviable source for consideration in the NI PEIS.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Jim Montano

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 261.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Rick Mounce

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 278.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2541: Paul Myer

Response to Commentor No. 2541

2541-1 — | want to question the DOE’s assertion that there is a near term and
urgent need by NASA for Pu-238....

NASA is planning two Rovers in 2003, but they are solar powered and battery
powered and not 238 powered. They don’t use RTGs....

Part of the reason they’re probably not talking about these things [NASA mis-
sions] is that the power systems that they would need have not yet been devel-
oped, and if you're talking about missions out there around 2010 or so, there will
be advancements, the need for 238 may be very small, if at all. And to start up
this reactor now on that kind of a flimsy thing appears to me to be a, as it's been
said before, a process in search of a mission.

2541-2 — NASA is very concerned about putting such contaminants on the
surface of any planet other than Earth. We seem to be willing to live with it here.

2541-1:

2541-2:

The commentor should notethat DOE isproviding NASA, plutonium-238 fueled
heater units for the rover missions. Through a Memorandum of Understanding
with NASA, DOE provides radioisotope power systems, and the plutonium-238
that fuels them, for space missions that require or would be enhanced by their
use. Inaddition, under the National Space Poalicy issued by the Office of Science
and Technology Policy in September 1996, and consistent with DOE’s charter
under the Atomic Energy Act, DOE is responsible for maintaining the capability
to provide the plutonium-238 needed to support these missions. There are
approximately 9 kilograms (19.8 pounds) of plutonium-238 in the U.S. inventory
available to support future NASA space missions; no viable alternative to using
plutonium-238 to support these missions currently exists. Based on NASA
guidance to DOE on the potential use of radioisotope power systems for
upcoming space missions, it is anticipated that the existing plutonium-238
inventory will be exhausted by approximately 2005. Without an assured
domestic supply of plutonium-238, DOE's ahility to support future NASA space
exploration missions may belost. Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1 was revised to
further clarify the purpose and need for reestablishing a domestic plutonium-238
production capability to support NASA space exploration missions. A May 22,
2000, correspondence from NASA to DOE identified that NASA no longer hasa
planned requirement for small radioisotope thermoel ectric generator (SRTG)
power systems. This does not mean that NASA no longer requires DOE to
providethe necessary plutonium-238 to support deep space missions. Rather, the
suspension of SRTG devel opment effortswas conducted in order to permit
reprogramming of funds to support development of a new radioisotope power
system based on a Stirling technology generator. This new radioisotope power
system, referred to in the subject correspondence, requires 1/3 less plutonium as
itsfuel source. However, the Stirling technology is developmental and NASA has
regquested in a September 22, 2000 |etter to DOE that the plutonium-238 needed
for large RTG may be maintained as abackup. Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1 was
revised to further clarify the purpose and need for reestablishing a domestic
plutonium-238 production capability to support NASA space exploration
missions.

DOE notes the commentor’s view on the effect of NASA's space missions on
other planets. Through a Memorandum of Understanding with NASA, DOE
provides radioisotope power systems, and the plutonium-238 that fuels them, for
space missions that require or would be enhanced by their use. These

radli oisotope power systems have been used for aimost 40 years, and have
repeatedly demonstrated their performance, safety, and reliability in various
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2541: Paul Myer (Cont’d) Response to Commentor No. 2541

NASA space missions. NASA establishes the need and requirements for space
missions and undergoes athorough NEPA evaluation for each launch.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2546: Charles Nelson Response to Commentor No. 2546
2546-1 — I'm a firm believer that FFTF can save lives and could possibly save 2546-1: DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, or
my life some day, if I'm unfortunate enough to come down with cancer, and my whatever is necessary to produce medical isotopes.

son’s life which is more important than anything in the world.

And | would hope that the Department of Energy would see that and would restart
the FFTF reactor. Of, if not FFTF reactor, whatever is necessary to produce these
isotopes that makes it one minute closer to saving my son’s life.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Hans Nesse

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 272.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2548: Pennie S. O’ Grady

Response to Commentor No. 2548

2548-1 — I'm very concerned that the hearings are not being done in a way that
is truly no preference. Not knowing a lot of details, | walked in cold, and | saw a
preference [for FFTF].

2548-2 — ... the perspective | do come from is an alternative five and | would
really like to feel that truly the truth and that, you know, my concerns are going to
be equally important.

2548-3 — | have great concern that there’s a lot of corporate use of pluto-
nium-238 and that use is for profits for large corporations and big industry in the
medical industry and NASA and space technology and Boeing and all of that.

And | would like to have a government of, by and for the people so that the
Department of Energy is truly responsive to all of the people and does not weigh
the concerns of industry over the concerns of the many citizens, because | live in
what is supposed to be a democracy and I'd like to uphold the principles of our
democracy.

2548-4 — | am not for anything which risks the ultimate health and well being of
our citizens, my children, their children.

| want to ask what's causing the level of cancer and ill health in our population in
the first place.... We need to look at solutions to the underlying problems that are
presumably addressed by the FFTF and its products, and not use a supposedly
low risk technology that has devastating potential consequences should our
human infallibility kick in.

2548-1: DOE has made every effort to make this NI PEIS objective. ThisNI PEIS has
been prepared in accordance with the provisions of NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.) and the related CEQ and DOE implementation regulations (40 CFR Parts
1500 through 1508 and 10 CFR Part 1021), respectively. DOE evaluated each
environmental resource areain a consistent, unbiased manner acrossal the
aternativesto allow afair comparison among the various alternatives. Thiswas
accomplished through review and evaluation of site-specific information on the
environmental conditions prevailing at ORR, INEEL, and Hanford to include a
comprehensive analysis of the associated environmental and health risks of each
dternative.

2548-2: DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF. DOE appreciates all commentsit receives on the NI PEISand all are given
equal consideration.

2548-3. DOE notes commentor’sview. DOE policy encourages effective public
participation initsdecisionmaking process. In compliancewith NEPA and CEQ
regulations, DOE provided opportunity to the public to comment on the scope of
the NI PEIS and the environmental impact analysis of DOE’s proposed
aternatives. DOE gave equal consideration to all comments. In preparing the
Fina NI PEIS, DOE carefully considered comments received from the public.

2548-4: The commentor’s concerns about finding the causes of and addressing the
underlying problems associated with cancer are noted. Chapter 4 of Volume 1 and
Appendixes H through J discuss radiological exposures to the public that would
be expected to result from implementation of the nuclear infrastructure
aternatives. Whileradiation is aknown cause of cancer, the analysisin Chapter 4
provides the results of the evaluation of potential health impacts that would be
expected to result from arange of reasonable alternatives (Alternative 1 includes
restart of FFTF), including normal operations and a spectrum of accidents that
included severe accidents. The evaluation of both normal operations and
accidents took into consideration the potential for human error in determining the
risks associated with each of the alternatives. The environmenta analysis showed
that radiological and nonradiological risks associated with each of these
alternatives and with restarting FFTF would be small.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Marlene Oliver
National Association of Cancer Patients

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 1700.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2507: Henry Perry
Plymouth Church Peace Action Group

Response to Commentor No. 2507

2507-1 — | am against the further use of nuclear weapons or nuclear energy for
any reason whatsoever, other than — if we could be convinced that the national
security required this, | might change my mind. But | don't see that's the case. |
think that, although the statements have been made here [Seattle] that this
[FFTF] — the risks are very slight, | think when we’re dealing with nuclear
weapons, we're playing with fire, and should move away from that process as
rapidly as process.

2507-2 — 1 think we should shut down the Fast Flux Test Facility now.

2507-3 — If we do restart it [FFTF], among other things, we're violating agree-
ments that we've entered into before: the Tri-Party Agreement of 1995, which the
state and the environmental agency and the Hanford all signed and agreed to ...

2507-4 — furthermore . . .the nonproliferation treaty. In this, we have said that we
will be moving away from the development of nuclear weapons, rather than
continuing with this process.

2507-5 — So | strongly oppose any plan to restart the nuclear facility [FFTF] with
the cost ... that's involved.

2507-6 — So | strongly oppose any plan to restart the nuclear facility [FFTF] with
the ... risk that'’s involved.

2507-1: Thecommentor’s positionson nuclear weapons, nuclear energy, and national
security are noted. The scope of this Nuclear Infrastructure PEISis limited to
analysis of alternativesto fulfill the requirements of the DOE missions, which
include the production of medical and industrial isotopes, the production of
plutonium-238, and civilian nuclear energy research and development. Thethree
missions, described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1, arecivilian missionsand are
unrelated to the national defense. Neither nuclear weapons nor components for
nuclear weapons would be produced under the nuclear infrastructure alternatives
described in Section 2.5.

2507-2: DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.

2507-3: DOE notesthe commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing Hanford cleanup
activities are high priority to DOE. Hanford Site environmental restoration
activitiesare conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e.,
Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
and the U.S. Department of Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestonesand
schedules for restoration of al parts of the Hanford Site. DOE is fully committed
to honoring thisagreement. A Tri-Party Agreement change was made to place
the milestones for FFTF's permanent deactivation in abeyance until the DOE
reaches a decision on whether the facility will be used to meet mission needs.
Public meetingswere held on thisformal milestone change.

2507-4: The actions proposed in the PEIS neither support nor involve weapons material
development. The aternatives evaluated in the PEIS support U.S
nonproliferation policy, as confirmed in the Nuclear Infrastructure
Nonproliferation Impact Assessment, published in September 2000. Although
thispolicy analysisisnot required under NEPA, itisan essential elementinthe
decisionmaking process for the DOE nuclear infrastructure. A summary of the
Nuclear Infrastructure Nonproliferation Impact Assessment isincluded in
Appendix Q intheFina NI PEIS. Itisalso available on the DOE NE website
(http://www nuclear.gov).

2507-5: DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, on the
basis of cost.

2507-6: The commentors's opposition to the restart of FFTF is noted. This PEIS has
provided an estimate of the incremental potential human health impacts
associated with areasonable range of alternatives (including the restart of FFTF)
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2507: Henry Perry (Cont’d) Response to Commentor No. 2507
Plymouth Church Peace Action Group

for the production of isotopes for medical uses, research and development, and as
heat sources for radioisotope power systems. The methodology used is intended
to provide realistic results based upon our current knowledge of the health impact
of low doses of radiation. Section 4.3 of Volume 1 provides the results of the
evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected to result from
implementation of Alternative 1 (which includesrestart of FFTF), including
normal operations and a spectrum of accidents that included severe accidents.
Theenvironmental analysis showed that radiological and nonradiological risks
associated with restarting FFTF would be small.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2520: Sheila Pfeiffer

Response to Commentor No. 2520

2520-1 — 1 just want you to know that it doesn’t make any sense for us to say we
do not know where cancer comes from. We know where it comes from. It
comes from the environment, it comes from places like this, it comes from the
crummy air that we breathe, the horrible water that we drink, and the groundwa-
ter that we're ruining right now. ... But we have to recognize that people are dying
every day from a cancer that we created. And we can't sit here and act like we
don’t know where it comes from.

2520-2 — And yet here we go again, and say that we’re going to start this thing
[FFTF]; it's got these great isotopes and it's going to save lives. Well, it's just not
true.

2520-3 — We have to start focusing on our environment. And we have to start
finding alternatives to different ways of dealing with energy. We can get energy
from the sun, we can get energy from the wind. We can find other ways to do it.

2520-1: Environmental factors are acontributing factor to the incidence of cancer
Chapter 4 of Volume 1 and Appendixes H through J discuss radiological
exposures to the public that would be expected to result from implementation of
any of the range of reasonable alternatives analyzed in the NI PEIS. While
radiation is aknown cause of cancer, Section 4.3 of Volume 1 provides the results
of the evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected to result
from implementation of Alternative 1 which includes restart of FFTF), including
normal operations and a spectrum of accidents that included severe accidents. The
methodology used to produce these results is intended to provide redlistic results
based upon our current knowledge of the health impact of low doses of radiation
Theenvironmental analysis showed that radiological and nonradiological risks
associated with restarting FFTF would be small.

2520-2: DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

2520-3: DOE notes the commentor’sinterest in alternative energy sources, although issues
of research and development of alternative energy sources are beyond the scope
of this Nuclear Infrastructure PEIS. The DOE missions to be addressed in this
EIS, which include the production of medical and industrial isotopes, the
production of plutonium-238, and civilian nuclear energy research and
development, can currently only be met using nuclear reactor or accelerator
technologies.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2501: Gerald Pollet
Heart of America Northwest

Response to Commentor No. 2501

2501-1 — Twice in the last three years the Department of Energy had plutonium
releases at Hanford. Twice in the last three years the people who will be
responsible for resuming plutonium processing operations at Hanford lied to
emergency responders, public officials, and the public about whether or not
there were plutonium releases.

The first incident, in May of 1997, the Department of Energy officials claimed that
they took nasal smears from workers exposed to the plume from the explosion
at the plutonium finishing plant. And they told the public that there was no
plutonium found from the workers, and no plutonium found outside the plant,
and that there was no plutonium release whatsoever. Can we trust these
people? What happened to their nasal smears? They were never taken, they
were lost. What happened to the plutonium? It did leave the plant.

What happened in the wildfire in June of this year? Plutonium released. But you
all heard on the radio and TV and read in the paper that the Department of
Energy Hanford management repeatedly said no area of contamination burned
— they said for days. Then they got it — had to admit that was a lie. They said,
“Yes, but there was no radiation released.” No radiation released? Bill
Richardson was lied to, and he relied on them. “How many times must the
plutonium fly before Hanford officials are permanently replaced?” That's what
the song’s next verse should be. And the answer, my friends, is, Hanford’s
plutonium is blowing in the wind. Hanford’s cancer is blowing in the wind. Now
we're talking about resuming plutonium processing, and all its attendant
dangers. | don’t know who fed Senator Gorton lies and half-truths; it wasn't our
side.

2501-2 — The EIS clearly says plutonium-238 targets, quote, would be “cut up
into small pieces and leached with nitric acid. Undissolved cladding would be
discarded as waste.” And it continues, after treatment with tributylphosphate,
quote, “the high activity” — “the high activity aqueous waste phase would then be
sent to tanks awaiting treatment and vitrification for disposal.” What we are
talking about — and we have the schematics from DOE’s own waste-manage-
ment documents blown up at the back of the room. What we are talking about is
high-level nuclear waste. You can call it something else, but it's the same exact
chemical process that was used for processing plutonium-239. What are we
going to do with liquid high-activity waste awaiting vitrification? That means that
some other wastes in the leaking high-level nuclear waste tanks will not get
vitrified. DOE’s plan for this vitrification plant, until recently, was 10 percent of the
wastes would get turned into glass by the year 2018. We'll all be dead by the
time they get around to the most dangerous tanks being vitrified. And they want
to add more waste, and they want to tell you that it's not the same. But it's going
to await vitrification for disposal, and it's going to this place, wastes that are
currently in tanks that will be leaking.

2501-1: Previouseventsat other facilities (other than FFTF) are outside the scope of the
NI PEIS. The emergency management and responsefederal laws, regulations, and
executive ordersthat relateto the NI PEIS alternatives are provided in section 5.3
of theNI PEIS. Inregardsto the Hanford wildfire of 2000, the DOE Richland
Operations Office, the State of Washington Department of Health, and U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency performed environmental monitoring onand
around the Siteto assess potential radiological impacts. Thewildfiredid not causea
release of radioactive materialsfrom any Hanford facilitiesbut did resultin
resuspension of radioactive materialswhich were aready inthe environment. The
very low levelsof radioactive materialsthat were resuspended were dightly above
natural background levelsand required several daysof analysisto quantify.
Information on this event has been made available to the public and can be
accessed at http://www.Hanford.gov/envmon/indes.html. This site also provides
alink to information on the independent offsite air monitoring that was conducted
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. With respect to plutonium
processing, no defense-mission processing or weapons material productionis
being proposed by thisNI PEIS. All proposed activities are for civilian
purposes.

2501-2: The DOE Manual 435.1. Radioactive Waste Management defines high level
radioactive waste as "the highly radioactive waste material resulting from the
reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel, including liquid waste produced directly in
reprocessing and any solid material derived from such liquid waste that contains
fission products in sufficient concentrations; and other highly radioactive material
that is determined, consistent with existing law, to require permanent isolation."
DOE has prepared an implementation guide to DOE M 435.1 to assist in
implementing the requirements contained in that manual. For this particular
"requirement,” the definition of high-level radioactive waste, the guideisintended
to facilitate the classification of indefinite waste as to whether or not they are
high-level radioactivewaste. It isrecognized that the definition of high-level
radioactive waste is not precise and is essentially a source-based definition that
also alludes to concentrations of a given waste stream. Page |1-8 of thisguide
notes that "For the purpose of managing high-level waste under DOE M 435.1-1
[sic], spent nuclear fuel includes spent driver elements and/or irradiated target
elements that contain transuranium elements.” This statement was included in the
guide because the concentrations of long-lived isotopes are likely to be somewhat
high during reprocessing and it al so meets the source-based definition. Asaresult
of reviewing this guide and to address the commentsraised, DOE is considering
whether the waste from processing of irradiated neptunium-237 targets should be
classified as high-level radioactive waste and not transuranic waste. Asaresult,
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2501: Gerald Pollet (Cont’d)
Heart of America Northwest

Response to Commentor No. 2501

2501-3 — And you use the calciners and you add the tributylphosphate, and you
have an organic phase, and you have the same risk of an explosion that the
Department of Energy admitted in the early 1990s for use of the same process in
the plutonium finishing plant. And the same chemicals will be involved. And you
also have hydroxylamine nitrate which will be involved in the processes, which is
the chemical that blew up at the plutonium finishing plant. But you don’t have
any mention in the environmental impact statement of events that, because they
happened, by DOE’s own planning guidelines, must be deemed to fall into the
“likely to occur” category. But they’re never mentioned.

2501-4 — Let me just close, then, by saying the other thing that is shocking is not
in this EIS, is the risk of a port fire. What led the City of Seattle to pass its
resolution, and the City of Tacoma, what led our brothers and sisters in the ILWU
to refuse to offload these casks when it was proposed in the past, was this:
shipboard fires burn for up to twenty-four hours at 2,000 degrees Fahrenheit.
And that is not analyzed in this EIS.

the Waste Management sections (i.e., Sections4.3.1.1.13; 4.3.2.1.13; 4.3.3.1.13;
and 4.4.3.1.13) of thisNI PEIS have been revised to reflect thisdifferent
classification from what was assumed in the draft NI PEIS. Asdiscussed in
these revised sections, irrespective of how the waste is classified (i.e.,
transuranic or high-level radioactive waste), the composition and characteristics
are the same and the waste management (i.e., treatment and on-site storage) for
this NI PEISwould be the same. In addition, even if the waste is managed as
high-level radioactive waste it would have no impact on the existing high-level
radioactive waste management infrastructure (e.g., high-level waste storage
tanks), since the high activity waste from processing of the targets would be
initialy stored and vitrified within the processing facility (i.e.,, FMEF, REDC, or
FDPF).

2501-3: The plutonium-238 fabrication/processing facilities evaluated in the NI PEIS can
be safely operated to support the nuclear infrastructure missions described in
Section 1.2 of Volume 1. The accident evaluation specifically accounted for the
chemical processeslikely to be used and considered a spectrum of accidents
including internal events, external events, natural phenomena, and sabotage and
terrorist activities. Sections 4.2-4.6 of Volume 1 provide the results of the
evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected to result from
implementation of the alternatives, including normal operations and a spectrum
of accidentsthat included severe accidents. The environmental analysis showed
that the radiological and nonradiological risks associated with each of the
aternatives would be small. The solvent extraction process involving the use of
tributyl phosphate in hydrocarbon to separate and produce plutonium nitrate
solution has been used extensively for yearsin the United Statesaswell asin
Japan, England, and Germany. Under a combination of off-normal conditions,
there can be a reaction between nitric acid or nitrates and tributyl phosphate
degradation products at higher than normal operating temperatures. Such a
reaction could only occur in aheated evaporator or concentrator if thereis excess
tributyl phosphate impurity or residual in the plutonium nitrate liquid. This
scenario will be analyzed as apotential design basis accident in devel oping the
safety authorization basis and associated technical safety requirements for the
chemical processing option chosen by DOE.

2501-4: Alternative 1 does postulate that DOE might decide at some point to import
mixed oxide fuel from Europeto fuel FFTF. At thistime, however DOE has
not proposed to import this fuel through any specific port. If DOE ultimately
decides to import fuel from Europe, it would perform a separate NEPA analysis
to select aport. Thisreview would address all relevant potential impacts of
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2501: Gerald Pollet (Cont’d)
Heart of America Northwest

Response to Commentor No. 2501

overseasand inland water transportation, shipboard fires, package handling, land
transportation, aswell as safeguards and security associated with theimport of
SNR-300 mixed oxide fuel through avariety of specific candidate ports on the
east and west coasts. It would consider all public comments, including local

resol utions, concerning the desirability of bringing mixed oxidefuel into the
proposed aternative ports. In the event that DOE decides to enhance its nuclear
infrastructure, it would not expose any population to high, unacceptable risks
under any alternative. Any transportation activities that would be conducted by
DOE would comply with U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and U.S.
Department of Transportation regulations. Associated transatlantic shipment
would comply with International Atomic Energy Agency requirements. In
Section J.6.2, DOE reviewed the potential maximum impacts from the marine
transportation of mixed oxide fuel from Europe to a representative military port,
Charleston, South Carolina, and overland transportation to Hanford. Also in that
section, abounding analysis demonstrates that the maximum potential radiological
risks to the surrounding public from mixed oxide fuel shipmentswould be
extremely small (e.g., lessthan 1 chancein atrillion for alatent cancer fatality per
shipment from severe accidents at docks and in channels and lessthan 1 chancein
50 hillion for alatent cancer fatality per shipment from overland highway
accidents).
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Gerald Pollet
[for] U.S. Representatives Adam Smith and Brian Baird

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 158.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2533: Dorli Rainey

Response to Commentor No. 2533

2533-1 — | understand that the Department of Energy has updated plans to
restart the Fast Flux test facility reactor. This facility is already leaking towards
the Columbia River and has not only not been cleaned up, but it had to take a
back seat to funding of the restart studies and maintaining the restart capabili-
ties.

It is time that citizens start to question the administration’s commitment to
cleanup of the high level nuclear waste. The new plan would only add to the
nuclear waste stream at the most contaminated nuclear site in the Western
world. Already, the FFTF has diverted much needed cleanup funds to keep the
reactor on the standby mode pending an approved mission.

The time has come to ... seriously begin the cleanup of the existing nuclear
waste now present at Hanford.

2533-2 — The time has come to permanently shut down the FFTF reactor.

2533-1:

2533-2:

Restarting FFTFisone of the six alternatives described in Section 2.5 of Volume 1.
FFTFisapproximately 4.5 milesfrom the ColumbiaRiver. Thereareno discharges
totheriver from FFTF and no radioactive or hazardous dischargesto groundwater.
Asindicated in analyses presented in Chapter 4 of Volume 1 (e.g., Sections
431.14,433.14,44.3.1.4,453.2.4,and 4.6.3.2.4), therewould beno discernible
impactsto groundwater or surface water quality at Hanford from operation of
Hanford facilitiesthat would support the nuclear infrastructure missionsdescribed in
Section 1.2 of Volume 1. TheU.S. Congressfundsthe Hanford cleanup through
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management (EM), and the
FFTF through the Office of Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology (NE). The
nuclear infrastructure missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would also be
funded by NE, which has no funding connection to Hanford cleanup activities. As
stated in Section N.3.2 of Appendix N, implementation of the nuclear infrastructure
alternativeswould not divert or reprogram budgeted funds designated for Hanford
cleanup, regardless of the alternative(s) selected. Asidentifiedin Section4.3.1.1.13
of Volume 1, restarting FFTF would generate about 63 cubic meters of additional
radioactivewaste (e.g., solid low-level radioactive waste) annually, in addition to
nonhazardouswastes, Thiswould account for about 2,205 cubic meters of
additional radioactive wasteto be generated over the 35-year period of nuclear
infrastructure operations. High-level radioactive waste would not be generated
from merely operating FFTF. 1tisDOE’spolicy that all wastes be managed (i e.,
treatment, storage and disposal) in asafe and environmentally protective manner
and in compliancewith all applicable Federal and statelaws and regulationsand
applicable DOE orders. Although beyond the scope of thisNI PEIS, ongoing
activitiesto remediate existing contamination at Hanford are ahigh priority to DOE.
TheHanford Site environmental restoration activitiesare conducted in accordance
with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e. Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to uphol ding this agreement.

DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2530: Eliza Reed

Response to Commentor No. 2530

2530-1 — Hanford — | recall the director of waste disposal, who quit Hanford,
said, “I will refuse to work for an organization that is this unsafe.” And in the
newspaper — what, three months ago? One of the people who was the head of
— a high official; | can’t remember his name. He said that there was so much
danger in some of the nuclear waste, that he was — a quote in the newspaper —
he was amazed people weren’t freaking out, that everybody wasn't freaking out.
The Columbia River happens to be one of the most radioactive rivers on the
planet. Salmon are getting three eyes. It's very dangerous.

2530-2 — | just want to implore the people that are the elite, the power elite that
have the money, that think that they’re thinking in this linear, scientific method, the
progress way, to really be honest with yourself. Look in your heart. Really study
the fallibility, and look at what the — how you might be rationalizing to yourself
your financial gains.

2530-3 — | have complete compassion for anybody who has cancer, and | want
them to have whatever means it takes for them to cure their cancer. But | do not
want that means to be a cause of trillions of other people getting cancer — of
many people getting cancer.

2530-4 — Stop this Fast Flux.

2530-1: TheHanford Officialsreferenced above were quoted in alocal (Tri Cities,
Washington) newspaper as departing because of organizational and project
management reasons. Workers at the Hanford Site are freeto, and in fact
encouraged to, disclose safety hazards associated with DOE activities. Workers
are protected against reprisals by legislation applicable to the U.S. Departments
of Energy and Labor. No food or water restrictions are in place outside the
Hanford Reservation as aresult of Hanford activities. Environmental parameters
e.g. air, soil, surface water, groundwater, vegetation, animals, fish, etc.) inand
around the Hanford Site are monitored on a periodic basis. Results of the
measurementsare availableto the publicin annual environmental monitoring
reports.

2530-2: DOE notes the commentor’s views and remarks.

2530-3: ThisPEIS has provided an estimate of the incremental potential human health
impacts associated with areasonabl e range of alternatives including the restart of
FFTF) for the production of isotopes for medical uses, research and devel opment,
and as heat sources for radioisotope power systems. The methodology used is
intended to provide realistic results based upon our current knowledge of the
health impact of low doses of radiation. Section 4.3 of Volume 1 providesthe
results of the evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected to
result from implementation of Alternative 1 (which includes restart of FFTF),
including normal operations and a spectrum of accidentsthat included severe
accidents. The environmental analysis showed that radiological and
nonradiological risks associated with restarting FFTF would be small.

2530-4: DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2529: Nancy Rising
Peace Action of Washington

Response to Commentor No. 2529

2529-1 — I'm the Chairperson of Peace Action of Washington, representing
almost 18,000 households in Western and Eastern Washington. Peace Action’s
members have been concerned about Hanford for many years. We want the
DOE to stick to first things first. We want the clean up of Hanford to become the
primary objective of the DOE, without distractions such as a return to production
of nuclear waste for whatever purpose. Until you have shown that you can clean
out all leaking or “watch list” tanks, and stabilize all high-level waste in a timely
and cost-effective fashion, that is your job. Until you have identified all significant
bodies of pollution on the site and downstream, and taken appropriate mea-
sures to keep them out of the Columbia and out of our environment, that is your
job. Until you've thoroughly decontaminated usable land and facilities, so that
they can again make positive contributions to the region and the nation, that is
your job. Until Hanford workers are free to speak out when they see safety
hazards, incompetence or corruption, without fear of reprisal, that is your job.
Other priorities can wait.

2529-2 — The Department of Energy’s draft NI PEIS is neither complete nor
objective. Whether deliberate or inadvertent, the cumulative effect of numerous
omissions to the PEIS are unprofessional and bias the PEIS in favor of a
de-facto “preferred alternative,” the restart of the Fast Flux Reactor. Many have
already been brought to your attention, especially the NASA letter should have
been included in the discussion of the need for Pu-238. An omission that hasn't
been mentioned since it was pointed out by Peace Action members during the
scoping process is the military Pu-238 stockpile. Since the START treaty, the
number of deployed nuclear warheads has been drastically reduced. Further
reductions are expected. The Pu-238 used to power the electronics on these
warheads can now be used to power spacecraft, if necessary. The omission of
any discussion of this resource tends to bias the PEIS further in favor of restart-
ing FFTF.

2529-3 — Although we talk a lot about science here, what really comes out is
emotions and people’s concerns. And | would like us to think a little about that,
because | have been to a lot of these hearings, as have many of these other
people. | am very, very willing to grant sincerity of belief to the people that think
differently than I. But | would certainly hope that sincerity of belief could be
granted to me without having people say, “You people over here want us to have
cancer and don't want radioactive isotopes to be available to treat cancer.” Now, |
don’t know where they got that idea, but if that seed is being planted over east of
the mountains, | think that's a travesty and a tragedy. Because it certainly is
totally untrue. We all care about each other.

2529-4 — | just want to say we hear, mostly east of the mountains, about how we
don’t care about jobs, and this is about jobs. | would like to point out that in the
draft, in the EIS on page 4-39, and then in another place, we have the possibility
of increasing, with this restart of the fast flux reactor, from 56 to a hundred jobs,
total.

2529-1:

2529-2:

DOE notesthe commentor’s concernsregarding priority of the existing cleanup
mission at Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing
activities to remediate existing contamination at Hanford are ahigh priority to
DOE. TheHanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in
accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e. Washington State Department of
Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of
Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestones and schedulesfor restoration of al
parts of the Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement.
DOE was tasked by Congress in the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended, to
"ensure the availability of isotopesfor medical, industrial, and research
applications, meeting the nuclear material needs of other federal agencies, and
undertaking research and development of activitiesrelated to development of
nuclear power for civilian use." The purpose of this PEIS isto determine the
environmental and other impacts to accomplishing this mission from all
reasonabl e existing and new DOE resources. The FFTF at the Hanford Site was
one of several existing DOE resources that was assessed for this mission.
Workers at the Hanford Site are free to, and in fact encouraged to, disclose safety
hazards associated with DOE activities. Workers are protected against reprisals
by legidlation applicable to the U.S. Departments of Energy and L abor.

This NI PEIS has been prepared in accordance with the provisions of NEPA (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the related CEQ and DOE implementation regulations
(40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508 and 10 CFR Part 1021), respectively. The
environmental impacts of reasonable alternativesto fulfill the requirements of the
missions were disclosed and evaluated in the NI PEIS. Further, DOE evaluated
each environmental resource areain aconsistent, unbiased manner acrossall the
aternativesto allow afair comparison among the various aternatives. Thiswas
accomplished through review and evaluation of site-specific information on the
environmental conditions prevailing at ORR, INEEL, and Hanford to include a
comprehensive analysis of the associated environmental and health risks of each
aternative. DOE made every effort to obtain, analyze, and disclose all required
information to make a decision on expanding nuclear infrastructure. DOE
assumes that the commentor’s reference to the "NASA letter” refers to the May
22, 2000 correspondence from NASA Headquarters to the DOE Office of Space
and Defense Power Systems. Thisletter isin fact cited in Volume 1, Section 1.2.2
of the Draft and Final NI PEIS Volume 1) with regard to the discussion of
plutonium-238 needs for future space missions. This letter identifies that NASA
no longer has a planned requirement for small radioi sotope thermoelectric
generator (SRTG) power systems. This does not mean that NASA no longer
requires DOE to provide the necessary plutonium-238 to support deep space
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2529: Nancy Rising (Cont’d)
Peace Action of Washington

Response to Commentor No. 2529

2529-3:
2529-4:

missions. Rather, the suspension of SRTG devel opment efforts was conducted in
order to permit reprogramming of funds to support development of a new

radli oisotope power system based on a Stirling technology generator. This new
radioisotope power system, referred to in the subject correspondence, requires
one-third less plutonium-238 as its fuel source. However, the Stirling technology
is developmental and NASA has requested in a September 22, 2000, |etter to
DOE that large RTGs be maintained as backup. Section 1.2.2 wasrevised to
clarify plutonium-238 mission needs. Both NASA letters have beenincluded in
Appendix R of thisFina NI PEIS. Asfurther suggested by the commentor, the
acquisition and use of surplus defense-related plutonium-238 was not considered
and is outside the scope of the non-defense missions considered in this NI PEIS.
Specifically, the commentor iscorrect that small RTGs using plutonium-238 are used
to power €l ectronic systems on some strategic weapons, some of which have
become surplus due to strategic arms reductions. Although the exact
configuration of these RTGsis classified, the amount of plutonium-238in each
unit isrelatively small and the assay of the plutonium-238 is much lower than
that needed for usein NASA spacecraft.

DOE notes the commentor’s views and remarks.

DOE isnot considering restarting FFTF for the purpose of creating jobs, although
socioeconomic impacts (e.g., number of new jobs created) are addressed in
Sections4.3.1.1.8,4.3.2.1.8,and 4 3.3.1.8 for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, Options
land 4,2and 5, and 3 and 6, respectively. The Record of Decision for the PEIS
will bebased on anumber of factorsincluding environmental impacts, publicinput,
costs, nonproliferation impacts, schedul es, technical assurance, and other policy and
programmatic objectives.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2536: Jennifer Rubinstein

Response to Commentor No. 2536

2536-1 — | oppose restarting the FFTF reactor.

2536-2 — | believe that adding more waste to the Hanford waste tanks is
dangerous and it cannot be justified by the development of isotopes for civilian
purposes.

2536-3 — So far as the PEIS is concerned, | regret the omission of crucial facts
and data. For example, the Washington State Medical Association says there is
no need for the FFTF reactor for medical isotopes. A similar finding emerged
from the DOE’s own subcommittee.

2536-4 — NASA is on record as saying they do not need plutonium-238 for a
space mission and yet this purported need has been used by DOE to justify
restarting the FFTF.

2536-5 — 1 also find unconvincing DOE’s assertions that money will not be
diverted from the Hanford clean-up.

2536-6 — . . .my husband worked for ten years at Hanford and died of cancer in
1993 at age 57. And while | don’t know for a fact that the situation at Hanford
caused his death, it certainly is a possibility that it led to his cancer and so | do
find somewhat upsetting the linkage of the FFTF startup with the war on cancer
without considering how these nuclear products contribute to the etiology of
cancer itself.

2536-1:
2536-2:

2536-3:

2536-4:

DOE notesthe commentor’soppositionto Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

DOE notesthe commentor’s concern regarding waste generation. Highlevel
radioactive waste would not be generated from the processing of targets for
medical isotope production. Section4.3.1.1.13 of theNI PEIS providesinformation
on thewaste generated from medical isotope production at RPL/306-E.

DOE assumesthat the commentor isreferring to the conclusions presented in the
"NERAC Subcommittee for | sotope Research and Production Planning Final
Report, April 2000" regarding the suitability of the Fast Flux Test Facility
(FFTF) to produce research isotopes in atimely and cost-efficient manner. These
conclusions were made in the context of the facility producing research isotopes
asitssolemission. It would not be cost effective to restart FFTF for the singular
purpose of producing small quantities of various research isotopes. However,
sustained operation of the FFTF for the production of larger quantities of both
research and commercial isotopeswould be viable if operated in concert with
producing plutonium-238 and conducting nuclear energy research and
development for civilian applications. Asthe NERAC report states: "In limited
instances, the DOE possesses unique resources, e.g., the high flux of fast neutrons
and large irradiation volume in FFTF, that could be utilized for the production of
some radli oisotopes, but is best suited for commercial interests who might
consider its use for isotope production.” In recognition of these constraints on its
operational feasibility, the NI PEIS only evaluates use of the FFTF when coupled
with the other proposed missions. While some existing reactors may possess the
potential capability or capacity to support research isotope production, as
suggested in the NERAC report, it is unlikely that reliable, increased production
of these isotopes to support projected needs could be accomplished without
disturbing the existing missions of thesefacilities.

DOE assumes that the commentor is referring to the May 22, 2000, letter from
NASA Headquarters to the DOE Office of Space and Defense Power Systems.
This correspondence identifies that NASA no longer has a planned requirement
for small radioisotope thermoelectric generator (SRTG) power systems. This
does not mean that NASA no longer requires DOE to provide the necessary
plutonium-238 to support deep space missions. Rather, the suspension of SRTG
development efforts was conducted in order to permit reprogramming of funds to
support development of a new radioisotope power system based on a Stirling
technology generator. This new radioisotope power system, referred to in the
subject correspondence, requires 1/3 less plutonium asits fuel source. However,
the Stirling technol ogy isdevel opmenta and NASA hasrequested in a September
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2536: Jennifer Rubinstein (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2536

2536-5:

2536-6:

22, 2000 letter to DOE that the plutonium-238 needed for large RTG may be
maintained as abackup. Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1 was revised to further clarify
the purpose and need for reestablishing a domestic plutonium-238 production
capability to support NASA space exploration missions.

The U.S. Congress funds the Hanford cleanup through the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Environmental Management (EM), and the FFTF through the Office
of Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology (NE). The nuclear infrastructure
missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would also be funded by NE, which
has no funding connection to Hanford cleanup activities. As stated in Section
N.3.2 of Appendix N, implementation of the nuclear infrastructure alternatives
would not divert or reprogram budgeted funds designated for Hanford cleanup,
regardless of the alternative(s) selected.

This PEIS has provided an estimate of the incremental potential human health
impacts associated with a reasonabl e range of alternatives (including the restart of
FFTF) for the production of isotopes for medical uses, research and devel opment,
and as heat sources for radioisotope power systems. The methodology used is
intended to provide realistic results based upon our current knowledge of the
health impact of low doses of radiation. Section 4.3 of Volume 1 providesthe
results of the evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected to
result from implementation of Alternative 1 (which includes restart of FFTF),
including normal operations and a spectrum of accidentsthat included severe
accidents. The environmental analysis showed that radiological and
nonradiological risks associated with restarting FFTF would be small.  Worker
safety (radiological protection) isakey element of DOE’s Radiological Health and
Safety Policy (DOE P 441.1, April 26 1996). This policy states in part that
Department of Energy facilitiesmust "conduct radiol ogical operationsin amanner
that control s the spread of radioactive materials and reduces exposureto the
workforce and the general public and that utilizes aprocessthat seeks exposure
levelsaslow asreasonably achievable." Each Department of Energy site, including
Hanford, isrequired toimplement aradiological control program with theintent to
meet thispolicy goal. Based on the assessment of worker health impactsfor the
range of reasonabl e alternatives and optionsthat make use of Hanford facilities, the
most likely impact of the use of thesefacilitiesisnoincreasein cancer fatalities
among thefacility workers. For examplein Alternative 1 option 1, al of the
activities (target irradiation and processing) occur at Hanford facilities. Asshown
in Sections4.3.1.1.9 and 4.3.2.1.9, the expected consequences are less than one
additional fatal cancer among theworkforce; that is, no additional fatal cancersare
expected.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2505; George Ruge

Response to Commentor No. 2505

2505-1 — | strongly urge the Department of Energy to restart the FFTF, to support
the three missions described in the nuclear infrastructure PEIS, because it is the
best technical and the lowest-cost option for meeting the identified important
needs.

2505-2 — In fact, contrary to the statements made by Senator Wyden and others
in a letter from NASA to DOE dated May 22nd, 2000, it was affirmed that the NASA
deep-space systems programs would transition from small isotope, radioiso-
tope thermoelectric generators, to the more efficient Sterling radioisotope power
systems. This system also uses plutonium-238 as its power source, a fact
which Senator Wyden neglected to mention in his letter either due to being
misinformed, ignorance on his part and/or his staff, or outright deception. In any
event, this letter, which contains numerous misstatements, is a disservice to the
citizens of the Pacific Northwest. | urge DOE to consider all the available infor-
mation related to the nuclear infrastructure PEIS, without political bias or undue
consideration of anti-nuclear rhetoric.

2505-3 — There are significant technical issues and uncertainties associated
with plutonium-238 production using either the new accelerator or the new
reactor alternatives, as described in the nuclear infrastructure PEIS.

For example, it is unlikely that they will have — it is likely that they will have
difficulty producing material at the purity level required by NASA. While these
issues might eventually be resolved, their solution is likely to require significant
time and funding.

2505-4 — There is a comment that | would like to make specific to the PEIS: the
document needs to be updated to reflect NASA's recent change to the Sterling
generator, which still requires plutonium-238.

2505-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

2505-2: DOE notes the commentor’s remarks regarding the May 22, 2000 correspondence
from NASA Headquarters to the DOE Office of Space and Defense Power
Systems. However, the Stirling technology is developmental and NASA has
regquested in a September 22, 2000, |etter to DOE that large RTGs (which require
relatively larger quantities of plutonium-238) be maintained as backup. Section
1.2.2 of Volume 1 was revised to clarify plutonium-238 mission needs. Also, as
referenced by the commentor, the consideration and selection of facilities and site
locationsfor accomplishing expanded civilian nuclear energy research and
development and isotope production missionsis not a political decision and will
not be biased. DOE evaluated each environmental resource areain a consistent,
unbiased manner across all the alternativesto allow afair comparison among the
various alternatives. DOE made every effort to obtain, analyze, and disclose all
required information to make a decision on expanding nuclear infrastructure.
DOE's Record of Decision for the NI PEISwill be based on a number of factors
including environmental impacts, public input, costs, nonproliferation impacts,
schedul es, technical assurance, and other policy and programmatic objectives.

2505-3: Because of the unique attributes associated with each of theirradiation facility
alternatives, the purity of the plutonium-238 produced will differ. Inirradiating
neptunium-237 target material to produce plutonium-238, other plutonium
isotopes are also produced as impurities within the target material. Theseinclude
plutonium-236 and plutonium-239. Of these impurities, plutonium-236 is
important because daughter products resulting from radioactive decay of the
plutonium-236 give off high-energy gammarayswhich aredifficult to shield. The
plutonium-236 level present at the end of irradiation can be reduced by alowing it
to decay over a period of time prior to processing or prior to use in fabricating
heat sources. Plutonium-238 can a so be blended with existing plutonium-238
stock that has less than 1 part per million plutonium-236 to lower the
plutonium-236 concentration. The combination of plutonium-236 decay with
blending as necessary would result in a plutonium-238 product that would meet
NASA's needs, provided the plutonium-236 level isrelatively low at the end of
irradiation. The alternative selected to produce plutonium-238 will be required to
ensure thisimpurity requirement ismet. Asdetailed planning for a selected
alternative progresses, this could result in the need for target design or facility
modifications. The Record of Decision will be based on anumber of factors
including environmental impacts, costs, nonproliferation issues, schedules,
technical assurance, public input, policy , and program objectives.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2505: George Ruge (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2505

2505-4: A May 22, 2000, correspondence from NASA to DOE identified that NASA no

longer hasaplanned requirement for small radioisotope thermoel ectric generator
(SRTG) power systems. This does not mean that NASA no longer requires DOE
to provide the necessary plutonium-238 to support deep space missions. Rather, the
suspension of SRTG development effortswas conducted in order to permit
reprogramming of funds to support development of a new radioisotope power
system based on a Stirling technology generator. This new radioisotope power
system, referred to in the subject correspondence, requires 1/3 less plutonium as
itsfuel source. However, the Stirling technology is developmental and NASA has
requested in a September 22, 2000 |etter to DOE that the plutonium-238 needed
for large RTG may be maintained as abackup. Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1 was
revised to further clarify the purpose and need for reestablishing a domestic
plutonium-238 production capability to support NASA space exploration
missions.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Marilyn Savage
United Staff Nurses Union

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 335.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Sarah Schmidt
Heart of America Northwest

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 279.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2540: Agnes Schmoe

Response to Commentor No. 2540

2540-1 — We’'ve not yet cleaned up the mess that we've created over the last 55
or more years replacing the Columbia River. If the highest priority of the U.S.
Department of Energy was cleanup, | believe it would have already been done.

2540-2 — There are other ways to fight cancer that doesn’t create a lot more
cancer-causing materials.

2540-3 — We, the USA, said we would destroy our huge stock of nuclear
weapons. So far this has not been happening. The Trident subs, for example,
have bombs equaling eight Hiroshima bombs. Some are to be mothballed but
others upgraded four times. These are not weapons. They are destructive to
ourselves as to any other person in the world as well as animals and everything
else on the planet. If we had only two it would be too many. | don’t know how
many we have but it's a huge number.

2540-4 — | do not believe the FFTF should be restarted.

2540-5 — Until we have something that will be “nuke off” and destroy the nuclear
waste, | believe we have absolutely no business in creating any more.

2540-1: Restoration of the Hanford Site and waste management activities are the primary
missions at Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS ongoing
activities to remediate existing contamination at Hanford are ahigh priority to
DOE. TheHanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in
accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e. Washington State Department of
Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of
Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestones and schedulesfor restoration of al
parts of the Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement.
The missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would not impact ongoing
Hanford cleanup activities. FFTF is approximately 4.5 miles from the Columbia
River. There are no dischargesto the river from FFTF and no radioactive or
hazardous discharges to groundwater. Asindicated in analyses presented in
Chapter 4 of Volume 1 (e.g., Sections4.3.1.1.4,4.3.3.1.4,4.4.3.1.4,45.32.4, and
4.6.3.2.4), there would be no discernible impacts to groundwater or surface water
quality at Hanford from operation of Hanford facilities that would support the
nuclear infrastructure missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1.

2540-2: DOE notesthe commentor’s concern regarding cancer-causing materials
generation. Asidentified in Section 4.3.1.1.13 of the NI PEIS, the restart of
FFTF would generate about 63 cubic meters of additional radioactive waste (e.g.,
solid low-level radioactive waste) annually, in addition to nonhazardous wastes.
Thiswould account for about 2,205 cubic meters of additional radioactive waste
to be generated over the 35-year period of nuclear infrastructure operationsand is
small in comparison to the waste generated by current Hanford activities. Itis
DOE's policy that all wastes be managed (i.e., treated, stored and disposed) in a
safe and environmentally protective manner and in compliance with all applicable
Federal and state laws and regulations and applicable DOE orders. The NI PEIS
addressed the environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage, and disposal
of the waste generated by the proposed actions for al alternatives and alternative
options. Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites are al'so
addressed. This PEIS has provided an estimate of the incremental potential
human health impacts associated with areasonable range of alternativesfor the
production of isotopes for medical uses, research and development, and as heat
sources for radioisotope power systems. The methodology used is intended to
provide realistic results based upon our current knowledge of the health impact of
low doses of radiation. Sections 4.3 through 4.6 of Volume 1 provide the results of
the evaluation of potential health impacts that would be expected to result from
implementation of any of the analyzed alternatives (Alternative 1 includes restart
of FFTF), including normal operations and a spectrum of accidents that included
severe accidents. The environmental analysis showed that radiological and

A9 1591 XN|H 1584 8] JO 8]0y 8y} BuIpnou| 'Salels peliun 8yl Ul SUOISSIAl U0 1INPo.d 8dojos|
pue Juawdopreq pue yoseasay ABisuT JesonN uel|IAID papuedxg Bulys|[dwioddy 1o} Juawelels 1oedwl| [eluswuuo AU drewweBold feulq



LCE-€

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2540: Agnes Schmoe (Cont’ d)

Response to Commentor No. 2540

2540-3:

2540-4.
2540-5:

nonradiological risks associated with each of the alternatives and with restarting
FFTF would be small.

DOE notes the commentor’s interest in reducing the arsenal of nuclear weapons,
although issues of nuclear weapons production, dismantlement of weapons, and
elimination of weapons systems are beyond the scope of this Nuclear
Infrastructure PEIS. The DOE missions addressed in this EIS are civilian nuclear
energy missions and are not defense-rel ated.

DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

DOE notes the commentor’s concern regarding waste generation and treatment.
The NI PEIS addressed the environmental impacts due to the treatment, storage,
and disposal of the waste generated by the proposed action for all alternatives and
alternative options. Waste minimization programs at each of the proposed sites
are also addressed. These programswill be implemented for the alternative
selected in the Record of Decision. The waste generated from any of the
proposed alternativesin the NI PEIS will be managed (i.e., treated, stored and
disposed) in a safe and environmentally protective manner and in compliance with
all applicable Federal and state laws and regulations and applicable DOE orders.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2510: Peggy Scott

Response to Commentor No. 2510

2510-1 — | feel the area [Hanford] should be cleaned up.
2510-2 — | also feel that medical isotopes is important....

I only needed to look at one cancer education source to come to grips with how
staggering the health impacts will be to our future and our children’s future.
Each and every one of us has a one in three chance of being diagnosed with
cancer during our lifetime. In the year 2000 alone, over one million people in the
U.S. will be diagnosed with cancer. With the treatments we have today, their
overall chance of survival is only a little more than fifty-fifty. Every person in this
room will be heartbreakingly aware of the painful truth of these statistics at some
time.

But FFTF can change this story for many....this story will be a tragedy for many if
FFTF does not produce these isotopes.

2510-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s concernsregarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing Hanford cleanup
activities are high priority to DOE. Hanford Site environmental restoration
activitiesare conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e.,
Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
and the U.S. Department of Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestonesand
schedules for restoration of al parts of the Hanford Site. DOE is fully committed
to honoring this agreement.

2510-2: DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2503: Stan Scott

Response to Commentor No. 2503

2503-1 — | would like to rebut some of the inflammatory rhetoric offered by
anti-nuclear organizations such as Heart of America Northwest, Columbia
River-Keeper, and Physicians for Social Responsibility.... The anti-nuclear
groups love this report [NERAC] because they can pull little sound bites out of it
and have you believe that the whole report backs the fact that the FFTF isn’t a
viable source. Well, the report says that the FFTF is not a viable source of
research radioisotopes. Now, of course, this is taken out of context....  In reality,
if the FFTF and associated PNNL facilities are operated to produce large
quantities of isotopes, the production of research quantities of isotopes will be
done at almost no cost, and essentially have a free ride with the other missions
performed at the FFTF....

A couple of other comments I've read in some of the propaganda I've seen:
“Supplies of medical isotopes are readily available from Canada and non-DOE
sources in the U.S.” Yes, it is true that certain isotopes are readily available, but
most are not.... When talking about the large-scale production of isotopes, Heart
of America Northwest says, “Commercial suppliers and hospitals with cyclo-
trons can produce these and meet the projected need.” This might make you
think that the commercial or private sector is producing lots of isotopes. This
statement is another half-truth. The fact is that the only non-DOE reactor in the
U.S. that is currently producing medical isotopes is a small 10-megawatt reactor
at the University of Missouri. The rest of the commercial isotope production
actually occurs at DOE reactors. The FFTF operated, it would be the key source
for these commercial suppliers.

2503-1: DOE notes the commentor’s views and observations regarding the NERAC
Subcommittee for |sotope Research and Production Planning Final Report, April
2000 and on the production and availability of research and medical isotopes.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2532: Don Segna
Nuclear Medicine Research Council

Response to Commentor No. 2532

2532-1 — Also, I've heard that — several times, that we got to buy the Pu-238
from the Russians. Now, to me, that's us taxpayers paying for nuclear technol-
ogy in foreign countries. And also we ought to buy from the Canadians. And
there was one case where Dr. Darrell Fisher couldn’t get his iso- — he had to go
to Peru. They've got reactors in Peru. We then paid for a little bit of nuclear
technology in a foreign country. And we need the people like the watchdogs that
we have here — we need them in the foreign countries, and they ain’t there yet.
When you do get them there, then we ought to be buying from the Russians and,
you know, wherever the cheapest is. But right now, that is not the case. And |
think you really need to take this back to your people to understand that we
should not buy nuclear technology and keep their infrastructure going and let
ours completely die, and then they can go off and do what they want with bombs.

2532-2 — What are we telling the rest of the world? We're producing
weapons-grade — excuse me; by definition, it's not weapons-grade material.
But every watchdog group, when they looked at FFTF producing it, said it was
weapons-grade. We are now telling the rest of the world “You can produce
tritium in your civilian reactors.” And | think the watchdog groups have let this
country down because of things like that.

2532-1: DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to buying foreign nuclear materials that
are produced under conditions different than in the U.S,, although the issue of
foreign nuclear program safety is beyond the scope of this Nuclear Infrastructure
PEIS. Through a Memorandum of Understanding with NASA, DOE provides
radioisotope power systems, and the plutonium-238 that fuels them, for space
missions that require or would be enhanced by their use. In addition, under the
National Space Policy issued by the Office of Science and Technology Policy in
September 1996, and consistent with DOE’s charter under the Atomic Energy
Act, DOE is responsible for maintaining the capability to provide the
plutonium-238 needed to support these missions. There are approximately 9
kilograms (19.8 pounds) of plutonium-238in the U.S. inventory available to
support future NASA space missions; no viable aternative to using
plutonium-238 to support these missions currently exists. Based on NASA
guidance to DOE on the potential use of radioisotope power systems for
upcoming space missions, it is anticipated that the existing plutonium-238
inventory will be exhausted within the next several years. Without an assured
domestic supply of plutonium-238, DOE's ability to support future NASA
space exploration missions may be lost. DOE could purchase plutonium-238
from Russia; however, information islimited concerning nuclear safety and
domestic safeguards of foreign plutonium-238 production facilities. Therefore, for
supply reliability reasons and concern of nuclear nonproliferation, DOE’s
preference is to establish a domestic plutonium-238 production capability.
Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1 was revised to further clarify the purpose and need for
reestablishing a domestic plutonium-238 production capability to support NASA
space exploration missions.

2532-2: DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to producing tritium in a civilian reactor,
although thisissue is beyond the scope of this Nuclear Infrastructure PEIS. The
scope of this Nuclear Infrastructure PEIS is limited to analysis of alternativesto
fulfill the requirements of the DOE missions, which include the production of
medical and industrial isotopes, the production of plutonium-238, and civilian
nuclear energy research and development. Thethree missionsare civilian nuclear

energy missions and are not defense-rel ated.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2515: Valerie Shubert

Response to Commentor No. 2515

2515-1 — I've heard people talking about isotopes all night long, and | have
hardly heard any isotopes actually mentioned. And | just — | wish I'd brought my
periodic table, because there actually is a table of them in here, in the — in the
NERAC report. And | would like to know more about what specific isotopes are
being needed, and how much of them are needed, and whether they can or can't
be provided by other sources. And | just don't feel that's been adequately
addressed.

2515-1: For the purposes of analyses in the NI PEIS, a representative set of isotopes was

selected on the basis of the recommendations of the Expert Panel, medical market
forecasts, reviews of medical literature, and more than 100 types of ongoing
clinical trials that use radioisotopes for the treatment of cancer and other diseases.
These isotopes are listed in Table 1-1 of Volume 1, along with abrief description
of their medical and or industrial applications. Unlike Table C-1 of Volume 2,
which lists representative isotopes that could be produced using FFTF, the
isotopes listed in Table 1-1 include both reactor- and accelerator- produced
isotopes. The absence of any specific isotope from the Table 1-1 should not be
interpreted to mean that it would not be considered for production under the
proposed action. Rather, these isotopes are a representative sample of possible
isotopes which could be produced, and DOE expects that the actual isotopes and
specific amounts produced as a result of the proposed action would vary from
year to year in response to the focus of clinical research and the specific market
needs occurring at that time.  The United States currently purchases
approximately 90 percent of its medical radioisotopes from foreign producers,
most notably Canada. However, Canada only supplies alimited number of
economically attractive commercial isotopes (primarily molybdenum-99), and it
does not supply research isotopes or the diverse array of medical and industrial
isotopes considered in the NI PEIS. As such, reliance on Canadian sources of
isotopes to satisfy projected U.S. isotope needs would not meet DOE’s mission
requirements. Section 1.2.1 of Volume 1 has been revised to clarify DOE's
isotope production role and other producers’ capabilities to fulfill U.S. isotope
needs.

sBulieaH 21jgnd 8y} Te pajuasa id Suawiwio) [el0—< Leideyd



ceE€

Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2524: Dane Spencer

Response to Commentor No. 2524

2524-1 — | do not advocate the restart of the flux reactor.

2524-2 — | think personally | might be more open to having you restart the
reactor, if first you did what you said you were going to do in the first place, which
was to cleanup the Hanford Nuclear Reservation. Now, you can’t — you can'’t do
both at the same time. It directs time, energy, and money away from the priority,
which is to cleanup the nuclear reservation.... | had the harebrained idea of
stopping in at the Hanford Reservation, because I'd never been there....And that
happened to be the week when the wildfires had gone over Area 300, which is
right where we were. And then the next day | read in the paper how the plutonium
had been released into the air. So me and my wife had been exposed to your
plutonium. And so I'm wondering if you will treat me and my wife when you use
these isotopes, when you start this new reactor.... We want to know the truth.
We've been lied to in the past. We don’t believe you.

2524-3 — About 1993 we were talking about starting the flux reactor to produce
tritium. No, we're not talking about that now, but I'm not sure why. Why has that
all of a sudden gone away as an issue? Has it just kind of gone under the rug,
and we’re not going to talk about that? Is this an issue that's been classified,
and we're not going to know for sure? We'll find out.

2524-4 — Shut down the FFTF.

2524-1: DOE notes the commentor’s opposition to Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, and
support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate FFTF.

2524-2: DOE notesthe commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto
remediate existing contamination at Hanford are a high priority to DOE. The
Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in accordance with
the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement. No
radioactive materials were "released” in the Hanford Wildfires of 2000. The DOE
Richland Operations Office, the State of Washington Department of Health, and
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency performed environmental monitoring on
and around the Site to assess potential radiological impacts. Thewildfire did not
cause arelease of radioactive materialsfrom any Hanford facilities but did result
in resuspension of radioactive materials which were already in the environment.
The very low levels of radioactive materials that were resuspended were dlightly
above natural background levels and required several days of analysisto quantify.
Information on this event has been made available to the public and can be
accessed at http://www.Hanford gov/envmon/indes.html. This site also provides
alink to information on the independent offsite air monitoring that was conducted
by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

2524-3: DOE has no hidden agenda for weapons production or use of FFTF for classified
missions. The only missions being considered are those analyzed in the NI PEIS,
which are the production of isotopesfor medical research, and industrial uses;
plutonium production for future NASA space exploration missions; and U.S.
nuclear research and devel opment needsfor civilian application. DOE addressed
tritium production in the "Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement
for Tritium Supply and Recycling" (DOE/EIS-0161) and subsequent Record of
Decision (60 FR 63878). On December 22, 1998, the Secretary of Energy
announced his selection of the commercial light water reactor asthe primary
tritium supply and that an accelerator would be developed but not constructed.
In addition, DOE decided that FFTF would have no role in tritium supply plans.

2524-4:  See response to comment 2524-1.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2509: Margaret T. Swartzman

Response to Commentor No. 2509

2509-1 — ... we have an existing problem at Hanford that the public has high
priority, first priority to have addressed. That is the existing nuclear material that
we know is leaking and is a problem. We want to address that. And there,
connected with that, is the concern of the public that monies that have been
associated with the FFTF have drained from that fund of cleanup. Now, | don’t
know whether that is accurate or not. But my concern and my voice is to make
sure that you make sure. You are our protector. And | want to make sure that you
are examining that. If you're — if you're holding FFTF on line and that money is
taken from cleanup, then | think you're doing the citizens of the state a disservice,
because that’s the purpose that we voted for that money. You know, we desig-
nated that money for cleanup. And that is why organizations like Heart of
America appeal to us, because they — whether they have information that is
correct or not, we feel at least they are examining what is going on and creating
the opportunity for these dialogues.

2509-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s concernsregarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing Hanford cleanup
activities are high priority to DOE. Hanford Site environmental restoration
activitiesare conducted in accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e.,
Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
and the U.S. Department of Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestonesand
schedules for restoration of al parts of the Hanford Site. DOE is fully committed
to honoring this agreement. The U.S. Congress funds the Hanford cleanup
through the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management
(EM), and the FFTF through the Office of Nuclear Energy, Science and
Technology (NE). The nuclear infrastructure missions described in Section 1.2 of
Volume 1 would also be funded by NE, which has no funding connection to
Hanford cleanup activities. As stated in Section N.3.2, implementation of the
nuclear infrastructure alternatives would not divert or reprogram budgeted funds
designated for Hanford cleanup, regardless of the alternative(s) selected.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2517: Tim Takaro
Washington Physiciansfor Social Responsibility

Response to Commentor No. 2517

2517-1 — Tragically, about 1500 people in the United States will die of cancer
today and tomorrow and for the foreseeable future. Unfortunately, FFTF cannot
save them. To suggest such is manipulative, and it plays to the fears that we all
have of cancer, since each of us has likely been affected by cancer, either in
ourselves or in our loved ones.

2517-2 — The National Academy of Science Institute of Medicine report on the
nation’s isotope needs in 1995 specifically recommended against using existing
reactors because they were not designed for this use.

2517-3 — The PEIS we are discussing tonight has an Alternative 4, a so-called
new reactor, which is also a straw man. It doesn't take a nuclear physicist to
know that a reactor designed forty years after the FFTF, specifically for the
production of medical isotopes, would perform better than the FFTF for that
mission. The National Academy of Sciences settled that question five years ago.

2517-1: DOE notesthe commentor’s view.

2517-2: TheFFTF started operationin 1982. Althoughitwasoriginally designed and
operated as a science test bed for U.S. liquid metal fast reactor programs, it also
produced awide variety of medical isotopes. In addition HFIR, ATR, and other
foreign and domestic reactors, not designed for medical isotope production, also
produce a very wide variety of medical isotopes.

2517-3: The commentor’s preference for Alternative 4, Construct New Reactor, over
Alternative 1, Restart FFTF, is noted. FFTF and a new research reactor are two
of thesix alternatives, including no action, that were analyzed in detail inthis PEIS.
Each dternative offers specific technical, environmental, economic, and
nonproliferation advantages and disadvantages, which will be considered by DOE
in its decisionmaking process. The National Academy of Sciences has not
determined that a new research reactor would perform better than FFTF for the
missions described in this PEIS.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2538: Tom Tucker

Response to Commentor No. 2538

2538-1 — I'm here to speak in favor of restarting the Hanford Fast Flux Test
Facility.

2538-2 — | fear that opponents have an unscientific and emotional fear of waste
that is left over from World War 1l and bomb production during the '50s and '60s,
that this is contaminating their view of what we should be doing today.

2538-3 — Too often, unscientific people are victimized by propaganda into
believing that a fuel rod is nothing but waste and toxic and cannot be got rid of,
when in fact it can in fact — and should be — reprocessed. Irradiated fuel rods
contain waste products and useful products, meaning isotopes, and an abun-
dance of fuel that could be turned into new reactor fuel.... | will say, however, that
having people closely involved with the reprocessing of fuel rods is probably
unnecessary. That is 1970’s technology again. | see no reason that small fully
automated, hermetically sealed modules can and should be used to reprocess
radioactive fuels. These would be sealed, negative pressure, humans should
be kept at a great distance using virtual reality, etc. to process the waste. This is
can and should be done and | don't see the DOE doing this and | think this is my
only criticism.

2538-4 — Regarding tank leaks. Who is really to blame? | worked for a com-
pany back in the 70s that asked Congress, our congressional representative,
please let us build double walled tanks to stop the leaking, to replace those old
single walled iron tanks. And you know what Congress said? We can't afford it.

. We should make the right decision now, put in the double walled tanks,
reprocessed fuel, etc.

2538-1:
2538-2:

2538-3:

2538-4:

DOE notes the commentor’s support of Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.

DOE notes the commentor’s views concerning the perception of waste from
weapons production. The generation of wastes from the proposed action, which
are small in comparison to the candidate sites' current generation rates, are
discussed for each aternative in Chapter 4 of Volume 1. The additional waste
generated would only have asmall impact on the management of wastes at the
candidate sites.

The commentor’s support of reprocessing spent nuclear fuel rods and automated
technology for this reprocessing is noted. Reprocessing of spent nuclear fuel is
not considered nor isit part of any actions or missions considered in this EIS.

Hanford tank waste issues are not within the scope of this PEIS, as none of the
alternatives considered would add to these waste volumes. However,
underground waste tanks at Hanford built from the 1970s on are double-
contained with leak detection and pumping capability. No double shell tank at
Hanford hasleaked. Hanford isin the last stages of transferring the pumpable
portion of liquids from single shell tanks to double shell tanks.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2525: Amber Waldref
Heart of America Northwest

Response to Commentor No. 2525

2525-1 — And the first one [issues not addressed in PEIS) is the non-prolifera-
tion issues, and it [the Summary] says that a separate nuclear infrastructure
non-proliferation impacts assessment report will be completed in the summer of
2000, to also address non-proliferation issues. Well, unfortunately, this is not
available to me yet. And I'm very curious about this document and what it will say,
because according to U.S. non-proliferation policy, the U.S. strongly discourages
the use of highly enriched uranium fuel in civilian, research, and test reactors.
And in the event that a decision is made to restart FFTF, the Office of
Non-Proliferation and National Security would undertake a study to consider the
technical feasibility of low-enriched uranium fuel, but if that doesn’'t work, DOE
would procure highly enriched uranium fuel. And | can’t imagine how we could
restart FFTF with this fuel, using this fuel, if it's strongly discouraged under U.S.
non-proliferation policy.

2525-2 — The PEIS was to look at the transition of FFTF stewardship after it is
deactivated, and the appropriate transition information was to be included. And a
comment on this: in the cost report which was released Friday, DOE added the
cost of deactivation of FFTF to each alternative, you know, of the five alternatives,
except the restart of FFTF. So it's — to me, it's kind of skewed, because it makes
it look like FFTF is the most economically feasible option. But yet, the additional
cost of shutting it down is not included in that total cost. So it's unclear to me
how this could be left out if we do intend someday to deactivate FFTF.

2525-3 — . . .restarting of FFTF and budget constraints were to be included [in
the PEIS]. DOE made a commitment that implementation of the record of
decision will not divert budgeted funds designated for Hanford cleanup, and that
they’re also supposed to include information on the Tri-Party Agreement. And |
just wanted to make a comment on — some people were speaking about the
Tri-Party Agreement earlier. And shutdown of FFTF was included after the initial
Tri-Party Agreement. It's part of the Tri-Party Agreement. And in 1995, cleanup
milestones were added, that if FFTF was to be deactivated and decommissioned
— and the U.S. Department of Energy promised to shut down FFTF then,
basically, and use the money saved every year on cleanup. And that just seems
like good fiscal policy, to me.

Now the U.S. Department of Energy admits that its current budget for the next six
years is too low to meet cleanup deadlines and commitments. So you know, |
would advocate that we should use the money that we were going to use, that
we’re using right now for keeping FFTF on hot standby or for restarting it, for —
instead, for cleanup.

2525-4 — I'm not convinced that this PEIS adequately ... demonstrates the need
to restart FFTF for the proposed plutonium-238 or medical isotope production
missions.

2525-5 — Shut it [FFTF] down.

2525-1: DOE notes the nonproliferation concern expressed in the comment, and can
assure that its proposed action in the PEIS supports U.S. nonproliferation goals.
The dternatives evaluated in the PEIS support U S. nonproliferation policy, as
confirmed in the Nuclear Infrastructure Nonproliferation |mpact Assessment,
published in September 2000. Although this policy analysisis not required under
NEPA, itisan essential element in the decisionmaking process. A summary of
the Nuclear Infrastructure Nonproliferation Impact Assessment isincluded in
Appendix Q intheFina NI PEIS. Itisalso available on the DOE NE website
(http://www.nuclear.gov). In the event that a decision is made to restart FFTF,
thefirst six years of operation would use existing onsite mixed oxide fuel. DOE
expects that an additional 15-year supply of mixed oxide fuel in Europe, owned
by Germany, would be available for FFTF. The Nuclear Infrastructure
Nonproliferation Impact Assessment for the NI PEIS alternatives stated that
using the two different sources of existing mixed oxide (MOX) fuel for FFTF
(existing FFTF fuel and German MOX fuel) is consistent with U.S
nonproliferation policy, and, additionally, represents a safe, |ow-cost opportunity
to reduce civilian plutonium without chemical or bulk processing, which would
afford substantial nonproliferation benefits. DOE's approach to potential use of
HEU in the FFTF is aso consistent with U.S. nonproliferation policy. The FFTF
isan existing research reactor capable of performing itsresearch missionsusing
HEU fuel, if MOX fuel is not available. U.S. nonproliferation policy provides for
such acircumstance as part of the effort to reduce and discourage HEU use.
During the period of MOX fuel use, in compliance with U.S. nonproliferation
policy directives, DOE’s Office of Nonproliferation and National Security would
undertake a study under the Reduced Enrichment Research and Test Reactor
(RERTR) program to consider the technical feasibility of using low enriched
uranium to fuel the FFTF. Under this nonproliferation protocol, if use of low
enriched uranium fuel isfound feasible, it will be used; if found infeasiblefor
meeting assigned missionsin the FFTF, an already existing research reactor,
policy would allow DOE to subsequently procure highly enriched uranium fuel
for usein that facility. This approach is consistent with U.S. nonproliferation

policy.

2525-2: Deactivation of FFTF is not part of implementing Alternative 1, Restart FFTF.
Deactivation of FFTF is part of implementing Alternatives 2, 3, 4, and 5 and
including the cost of FFTF deactivation in the implementation costs for these
aternatives is appropriate. The Cost Report was structured to identify the
implementation costs of the various alternatives so the Secretary of Energy would
have thisinformation along with other data for consideration.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2525: Amber Waldref (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2525

2525-3:

2525-4:

2525-5:

DOE notes the commentor’s concerns regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing activitiesto
remediate existing contamination at Hanford are a high priority to DOE. The
Hanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in accordance with
the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of Ecology, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of Energy). This
agreement specifies milestones and schedules for restoration of al parts of the
Hanford Site. A Tri-Party Agreement change was made to place the milestones
for FFTF's permanent deactivation in abeyance until the DOE reaches a decision
on whether the facility will be used to meet mission needs. Public meetings were
held on thisformal milestone change. The missions described in Section 1.2 of
Volume 1 would not impact ongoing Hanford cleanup activities. The U.S.
Congress funds the Hanford cleanup through the Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Environmental Management (EM), and the FFTF through the Office of
Nuclear Energy, Science and Technology (NE). Thenuclear infrastructure
missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would also be funded by NE, which
has no funding connection to Hanford cleanup activities. As stated in Section
N.3.2 of Appendix N, implementation of the nuclear infrastructure alternatives
would not divert or reprogram budgeted funds designated for Hanford cleanup,
regardless of the alternative(s) selected.

Consistent with its mandates under the Atomic Energy Act, DOE seeks to
maintain and enhance its infrastructure for the purposes of addressing three
primary needs:. 1) to support the need for increased domestic production of
isotopes for medical, research, and industrial uses, asinitially identified by apanel
of expertsin the medical field and reaffirmed by the Nuclear Energy Research
Advisory Committee; 2) to support future NASA space exploration missions by
re-establishing a domestic capability to produce plutonium-238, afuel source that
isrequired for deep space missions and which the U.S. has no long-term, assured
supply; and 3) to support civilian nuclear research and devel opment needsin
order to maintain the clean, safe, and reliable use of nuclear power asaviable
component of the United States’ energy portfolio. The NI PEIS evaluates a
range of reasonable alternatives for accomplishing the proposed action, one of
which includes use of FFTF. Section 1.2 of Volume 1 was revised to clarify the
purpose and need of the proposed action.

DOE notes the commentor’s support for Alternative 5, Permanently Deactivate
FFTF.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Marjorie Worthington

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 636.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2531: Barbara Zepeda

Response to Commentor No. 2531

2531-1 — We are playing a game here, like, you know, it's us against you. We
are not after the truth. And until we're after the truth, we cannot solve the prob-
lem. When you start using objective data that is produced by people who don't
have an interest in the outcome, a personal interest, a monetary interest, then
you'll begin to get accurate information. And until we do that, we're playing a
game that none of us can win.... Objective agencies, such as the International
Atomic Energy Agency, that have not been contractors or officials, could be used
to approach the truth. The truth is necessary to solve these problems.

2531-2 — FFTF is said, by similar corporate interests, to be able to introduce
cheap isotopes for whatever government agencies want. And a footnote to that
is that the industrial isotopes are probably a cover for military production.

2531-1: DOE notes the commentor’s views on the necessity for reliance on objective,
scientific data as the basis for sound decisionmaking. DOE has made every effort
to make this NI PEIS objective. This NI PEIS has been prepared in accordance
with the provisions of NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and the related CEQ and
DOE implementation regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508 and 10 CFR
Part 1021), respectively. DOE evaluated each environmental resource areain a
consistent, unbiased manner across all the alternativesto allow afair comparison
among the various alternatives. Thiswas accomplished through review and
evaluation of site-specific information on the environmental conditions prevailing
at ORR, INEEL, and Hanford to include a comprehensive analysis of the
associated environmental and health risks of each alternative. NEPA compliance
is DOE'sresponsibility. IAEA hasno rolein NEPA compliance and DOE
decisionmaking.

2531-2: DOE has no hidden agenda for weapons production or use of FFTF for classified
missions. The only missions being considered are those stated and evaluated in
the NI PEIS, which are the production of isotopes for medical, research, and
industrial uses; plutonium production for future NASA space exploration
missions; and U.S. nuclear research and development needsfor civilian
application.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Richard O. Zimmerman

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 323.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2542: Mike Zotter

Response to Commentor No. 2542

2542-1 — ... It makes no sense to me to restart this reactor [FFTF] when public
safety can be definitely affected. People have died from plutonium, that's pretty
much a fact....

... | think anyone will tell you, any science teacher will tell you, the best way not to
get cancer is to prevent it. The best way to prevent it is not to have plutonium....

2542-2 — | think most people would feel that cleanup would be a priority versus
making money off of restarting this reactor.

... we already know that there is a lot of radioactive material up there and that it is
leaking toward the Columbia River from 69 leaking tanks. | know this and there’s
no way I'd trust the Department of Energy to say that there won’t be anything
leaked. | mean it might not even necessarily be their fault but that’s just what's
going to happen and there should not be any more plutonium made at Hanford.

2542-3 — | know that if this reactor is restarted it will produce waste. That's
pretty clear. Where will this waste be stored? | don't think that it will be stored
completely safely and quickly because the waste that's already there has not
been stored. That's pretty much known, etc. And what we need to do is make
sure the waste does not hit the Columbia River until they ruin that. That is what
irrigates our crops, that's where our fish come from.

2542-4 — | don't think that my kids deserve to have to make a choice to live
anywhere around the Northwest if there’s a spill. That's always a chance when
you move this plutonium or when you produce it, there’s always a chance this will
happen and it's not necessary.

2542-1:

2542-2:

The commentor’s position concerning exposure to plutonium and the restart of
FFTFisnoted. Chapter 4 of Volume 1 and Appendixes H through J discuss the
radiological risksthat would result from operation of reactors and fabrication/
processing facilities, target storage, transportation activities, waste generation, and
waste management. The methodology used provides realistic results based upon
our current knowledge of the health impact of low doses of radiation. Both
radiological and chemical impacts, including impacts from exposure to plutonium,
were addressed in the analysis (See Appendix H).  Sections 4.3 through 4.6 of
Volume 1 provide the results of the evaluation of potential health impacts that
would be expected to result from arange of reasonable alternatives (Alternative 1
includes restart of FFTF), including normal operations and a spectrum of
accidents that included severe accidents. Plutonium isthe primary contributor to
the health impacts from normal operations associated with the processing of
irradiated neptunium targets at any of the proposed processing facilities. The
environmental analysis showed that radiological and nonradiological risks
associated with each of these alternatives and with restarting FFTF would be
small.

DOE notes the commentor’s positions regarding the existing cleanup mission at
Hanford, the risk of contamination to the Columbia River, and production of
plutonium-238 at Hanford. Although beyond the scope of this NI PEIS, ongoing
activities to remediate existing contamination at Hanford are ahigh priority to
DOE. TheHanford Site environmental restoration activities are conducted in
accordance with the Tri-Party Agreement (i.e., Washington State Department of
Ecology, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, and the U.S. Department of
Energy). Thisagreement specifies milestones and schedulesfor restoration of al
parts of the Hanford Site. DOE remains committed to upholding this agreement.
The missions described in Section 1.2 of Volume 1 would not impact ongoing
Hanford cleanup activities. Missions delineated in the Section 1.2 of Volume 1
would not have an impact on the Columbia River. FFTF islocated approximately
4.5 milesfrom the ColumbiaRiver. There are no dischargesto theriver from
FFTF and no radioactive or hazardous discharges to the groundwater. Analyses
presented in Chapter 4 of the NI PEIS (e.g., Sections 4.3.1.1.4, 4.3.3.1.4,
4.4.3.1.4,4.5.3.2.4, and 4.6.3.2.4) indicate that there would be no discernible
impacts to groundwater or surface water quality at Hanford from operation of
the existing Hanford facilities in support of the stated missions. Also, no water
quality impacts would be expected as a result of permanent deactivation of FFTF
(Section4.4.1.2.4). Asdiscussedin Section 1.2.2 of Volume 1, plutonium-238
would be produced to support NASA's Deep space missions. Plutonium-238 is
not used to make nuclear weapons. Hanford tank waste issues are not within
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2542: Mike Zotter (Cont’d)

Response to Commentor No. 2542

2542-3:

2542-4.

the scope of thisPEIS. None of the alternatives described in Section 2.5 of Volume
1 would add to these waste volumes.

Asidentifiedin Section 4.3.1.1.13 of the NI PEIS, therestart of FFTFwould
generate about 63 cubic meters of additional radioactivewaste (e.g, solid
low-level radioactive waste) annually, in addition to nonhazardous wastes, This
would account for about 2,205 cubic meters of additional radioactive waste to be
generated over the 35-year period of nuclear infrastructure operations and is small
in comparison to the waste generated by current Hanford activities. 1tisDOE's
policy that all wastes be managed (i.e., treated, stored and disposed) in a safe and
environmentally protective manner and in compliance with all applicable Federal
and state laws and regulations and applicable DOE orders. The proposed
activities delineated in the NI PEIS would not have an impact on the Columbia
River. FFTF islocated approximately 4.5 miles from the ColumbiaRiver. There
are no discharges to the river from FFTF and no radioactive or hazardous
dischargesto the ground water. Analyses presented in Chapter 4 of the NI PEIS
(eg., Sections4.3.1.1.4,4.3.3.1.4, 4.4.3.1.4, 4.5.3.2.4, and 4.6.3.2.4) indicate that
there would be no discernible impacts to groundwater or surface water quality at
Hanford from operation of the existing Hanford facilities in support of the
aternatives. Also, no water quality impacts would be expected as aresult of
permanent deactivation of FFTF (Section 4.4.1.2.4).

The FFTF and fabrication/processing facilities at the Hanford Site can be safely
operated to support the nuclear infrastructure missions described in Section 1.2 of
Volume 1. Section 4.3 of Volume 1 provides the results of the evaluation of
potential health impacts that would be expected to result from implementation of
Alternative 1, including normal operations and a spectrum of accidents that
included severe accidents. The environmental analysis showed that radiological
and nonradiological risks associated with Alternative 1 would be small. DOE
notesthe commentor’s concern regarding the safety of nuclear materials
transportation. DOE is committed to safety and safeguards for its facilities and
the transport of materials. Asdiscussed in Appendix J of the NI PEIS, all
transportation activities conducted by DOE (including SST/SGT operations
discussed in Section J.3.4) would take placein accordance with U.S Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) and U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT)
regulations. Transatlantic shipments would also be in accordance with the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) regulationswhich are consistent
with DOT and NRC regulations (see Section J.3.1). Type B shipping casks,
which are designed to protect and retain their contents under transport accident
conditions, and purpose-built ships, which are specifically designed to safely
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor No. 2542: Mike Zotter (Cont’d) Response to Commentor No. 2542

transport casks containing radioactive materials, would be used to transport most
nuclear materials covered inthe NI PEIS.. Type B shipping casks have been used
for thousands of shipments by road, rail, and water and there have been no cases
of amajor release of radioactive materials (see Section J.3.2.1). Asshownin
Volume 1, Section 2.7 , the transportation impacts would be small for any of the
NI PEIS alternatives Transportation risks are summarized in Section 2.7.1.6 of
Volume 1 and are discussed in more detail throughout Chapter 4 and Appendix J.
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Comments from the Seattle, Washington, Public Hearing (August 30, 2000)

Commentor: Frank Zucker

The oral comments were submitted in written form and are addressed in the
responses to Commentor No. 302.
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	Postcard Campaign B  

	Campeau, Kerry
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Campos, E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cancer, Kelly
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cannon, Maryann
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cantell, Steven C.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carbine, Chris  
	Carder, Marie
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Carey, Debbie
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carlisle, Leonard R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carlson, Brian  
	Carlson, Susan
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Carnegie, M.  
	Carney, Samuel L., Jr.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carpenter, Bill
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Carpenter, Dave
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carpenters and Mill-Race Local 2403  
	Jack Griffith

	Carr, Connie & Shawn
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carr, Nancy J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Carrier, Dave
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carson, Pat
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carter, Edward C.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Carter, Vicki C.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Caruth, Douglas
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Caryts, Tom  
	Castaneda, John
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Caulge, Marie
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cauly, Joseph E.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cawdrey, Tracy E. (2)
	Cawley, Daniel E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cawley, Kathy M.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cawley, William H.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Ceillingstad, Robert
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cent, Michae
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cewantes, Edwards
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Chaek, Tonie
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Chafin, Larry
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Chaing, Judy
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Chainor, Peter
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Chambers, Larry  
	Chandler, J. G.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Chapman, Carolyn
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Charlston, C. P.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Chase, Barbara S.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Chavez, Summer
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cheadle, Renee  
	Chiak, R. C.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Chief Johnny Jackson (2)
	Form Letter A
	Public Hearing; Hood River, Oregon

	Childers, Ella
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Choyani, Amy  
	Christopherson, M. A. & Ed
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Chuller, R. E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Chung, James  
	Church, W. R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Churchill, Karen
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Chuttie, Katherine  
	Cimon, Shelley  
	Cinvovich, Donald P.  
	Citizens for a Clean Eastern Washington  
	Mark Beck

	Citizens for Medical Isotopes  
	Amy Evans
	Bob Schenter

	City of Kennewick, Washington
	James R. Beaver, Mayor

	City of Pasco, Washington
	Charles Kilbury, Councilman

	City of Portland, Oregon
	Charlie Hales, Commissioner

	City of Richland, Washington
	Larry Haler, Richland City Council and Chairman, Hanford Communities  
	Carol Moser, Mayor Pro-Temp
	Robert J. Thompson, Mayor

	City of West Richland, Washington
	Nancy Aldrich, Mayor Pro-Temp
	Ken Dobbin, Councilman
	Donna Noski, Council Member
	Jerome Peltier, Mayor

	Civiletti, Jane  
	Claghorn, Ron
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Clancy, Cheryl
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Claphan, Valorie
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Claren, Pam
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Clark, Barbara  
	Clark, John
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Clark, Mel
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Clary, T.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Clausen, Phyllis  
	Clayton, Jennifer
	(Form Letter C)  

	Clem, Judy W.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Clemensen, Linda R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Clement, Mike  
	Clevekind, Kevin
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cleys, Kyle Allan  
	Clifton, Harold J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Clifton, Linda J.  
	Clouse, Terry V.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Coalition-21  
	John Commander
	Lowell Jobe

	Cochran, K.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Coffland, Robert
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Coffman, C. R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Col, Jeff
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Colby, Donn  
	U.S. Mail

	Cole, David F.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cole, Frank E.  
	Collins, W. B.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Coloman, Jeffrey L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Columbia Grower Audubon Society  
	Bonnie White, Form Letter A

	Columbia Riverkeeper
	Kim Birkland
	Cyndy deBruler
	Greg deBruler
	Laurinda Janlewicz

	Combs, Bruce
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Conatore, John
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Condon, M. B.  
	Form Letter A

	Confederated Tribes of Umatilla  
	Armand Minthorn

	Conner, Denise
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Conner, Max
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Conrad, Ann
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Conrad, Bill
	Postcard Campaign A  
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Conrad, Dobres
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Conrad, Dolores J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Contini, Mike  
	Cook, Andrew  
	Cook, Jean
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cook, Wayne R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cooper, Gary W.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Corder, Ben D.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Coreta, Caroline  
	Corker, Betty Holman  
	Cornett, John
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cornett, K.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cornette, J Simon
	Form Letter C

	Corr, Cecilia  
	Cortez, George
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Coughren, Cheryl
	Postcard Campaign B  

	County Democratic Organization  
	Marianne Price

	Courson, P. L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Covey, John F.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cowen, Patty
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cowgill, Joyce
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Coyne, Thomas H.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cranston, B. Clare
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cravens, Donald L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Creore, Guy
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Crespinel, Sandra  
	Criswell, Daleen J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Crockett, M.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Crouch, Paul  
	Crow, R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Crum, Patricia M.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Cunningham, Barbara
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Curley, Stephen J.  
	Curley, Stephen J.
	Curley, Steve  
	Currens, Jim
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Curry, Dane
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Curtis, C. Doug
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Cypher, Jean  
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	D, Joe C.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dabling, B. J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dabney, John
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Daffield, Donna
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Daines, Tracy H.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dale, J. S.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dale, Lindsay
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dancey, Dawn Marie  
	Dandridge, Jason R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Daniels, Joe
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Danz, Ginger  
	Form Letter A

	Danz, Jonathan  
	Form Letter A

	Daras, Jamaica  
	Darby, Nancy
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dautel, William A. (2)
	Public Hearing; Seattle, Washington
	Public Hearing; Richland, Washington

	Davan, Pam
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Davenkauer, B. J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Davenport, Betty  
	Davenport, Les (2)
	Public Hearing; Hood River, Oregon
	Public Hearing: Portland, Oregon

	Davidson, Cecilia
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Davis, Albert I.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Davis, Eileen
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Davis, Jim  
	Davis, Linda J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Davis, Mary Sue
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Davis, Rachel
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Davis, Sue
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dawsen, Michael E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Day, Cory M.  
	Form Letter A

	Day, F. D.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Day, Sandra L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Daye, Doug A.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Deach, Jason  
	Form Letter A

	Deamud, Donlee and William  
	DeBrulen, Nicole  
	Form Letter A

	DeCeria, Shauna
	Postcard Campaign B  

	DeChant, Karen
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Deckard, Patricia
	Postcard Campaign A  

	DeCoursey, Brian
	Postcard Campaign B  

	DeCoursey, D. L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	DeCoursey, Janet
	Postcard Campaign A  

	DeCoursey, Stacey
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Deen, Ed
	Form Letter B

	DeFever, F. L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Defoe, Vera  
	Deichmans, John L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Deines, Michael J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Deitch, Chelsea
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Delahunt, M. L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Deleon, Sunshine  
	Form Letter A

	DeMoss, Gorge
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dengate, Daniel
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Denise, C.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Denney, Judy
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Denning, Amy
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Denniston, Eddae L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Denniston, Vernon V.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	DePinto, Anthony  
	Form Letter A

	Deranleau, Cynthia
	Postcard Campaign B  

	DeRay, Steven  
	Form Letter A

	Derby, David
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Deri III, D.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Derig, Gene  
	Destons, Eliz B.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Desulence, Jim N.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Detloff, Becky A.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Detloff, Greg T.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Deutsch, Edward  
	DeVoir, Carla
	Postcard Campaign A  

	DeZellem, Linda
	Postcard Campaign B  

	DeZellem, Todd
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dietrich, Robert D.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dilian, Richard  
	Dillard, Laurel  
	Dimss, Barbara
	Form Letter B

	Diors, Verdine
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Disalvo, Jackie
	Form Letter C

	Doczi, Aina  
	Donel, Dan
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Door, Mrs. Wesley R.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Door, Wesley R.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Doran, Brad and Melissa
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Douglass, Carol  
	Dougles, Shylee
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dragoo, Vincent
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dreckner, Julia A.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dreyfuss, Doris  
	Duarte, Virginia
	Postcard Campaign B  

	DuBois, Danielle
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Duda, Joanne
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Duffield, Donna
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Duffield, Karen
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Duffield, Roy
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Duffy, M. F.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dumas, B. R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Duncan, Gavin  
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dunfee, Pamela
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dunfee, Ross B.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dunning, Dirk  
	Dupoquin, James
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Duranceau, Dand A.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Duthenberg, Althea
	Postcard Campaign B  

	DuVon, Doug
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Dyer, Adam
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dyer, John
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dyer, Kelly
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Dyers, Danette
	Postcard Campaign A  
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	Eades, Robert
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ebbert, Sherry
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Eberle, Cris
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Eberle, Crystal
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ebersole, Larry  
	Eckroth, Richard A.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Economic Development Partnership  
	Ernest S. Chaput

	Eddy, Dauna L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Eden, Myrna G.  
	Edens, Noma
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Eder, Margarita
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Edmonds, Pamela J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Edunnos, Russell
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Edwards, Cheryl
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Edwards, Douglas D.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Edwards, Millard R.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Edwards, Ola  
	Edwards, William D.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Efrain, D.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Egger, Jeanette R.  
	Eggers, D.  
	Eggers, Karen S.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Eisman, Andrew  
	Eliason, Keith
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Elkins, Vickie
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ellefron-Bauer, E. L.  
	Ellenberger, Karyn
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Eller, Michael
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ellingsworth, Cheri
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ellis, Jo
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ellis, Paul
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ellstrom, Kirstin  
	Elmundorf, Phyllis J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Elsen, John
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Ely, Katherine J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Emerson, Harry F.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Emerson, P. A.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Epperson, Ed
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Erickson, Daniel
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Erickson, Ned  
	Form Letter A

	Ertes, Rick
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Escudier, Blake
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Eskildsen, Earleen
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Estes, Karen
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Evans, Deanne
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Evans, George
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Evans, Les
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Evans, Martin  
	Evans, Robert T.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Eyre, Joan
	Postcard Campaign A  


	F
	Fairhall, Edith  
	Fallon, Paula L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Farley, Verne
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Farn, Lynn J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Farrell, Roy G.  
	Feather, Suesanne  
	Feldman, Christina
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Feldman, Deven
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Feldman, Janes J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Feldman, Nigel
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fenervesia, Shamu  
	Ferbiachi, Cathy  
	Ferby, Trevor
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ferguson, Ken  
	Ferguson, Todd
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Ferreirn, Frank T.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Ferron, Robbie  
	Fersman, Bob
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Ferson, Jerry E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Fiagier, Teresa
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Finck, Irwin
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Finck, Nan C.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Finn, Kalen
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Finn, Laurel
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Finn, Michael B.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Finn, Mike
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Finney, Beverly A.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Finnigan, J. W.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Fisher, Mary
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fiskum, Paul
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Fitzgerald, Dennis A.  
	Comment Form
	Public Hearing; Richland, Washington

	Fitzgerald, Joyce  
	Fitzgerald, Larry
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fitzpatrick, K. M.  
	Fitzsimmons, Stacey
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Flanagan, George G.  
	Flanigan, Helen P.
	Form Letter C

	Flannery, Karen
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Flaten, Sue
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fleming, Pat
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fletcher, Charles W.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Florance, Jeannine  
	Flores, Ed
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Flores, Lupito  
	Flores, Terry
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Floyd, Clifford
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Floyd, David
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Fluor, Robert
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Flyckt, Don
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Ford, Len M.  
	Fordham, Earl W.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Foreman, Jane
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Forhatins, Stan
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Form Letter A
	Columbia Riverkeeper  

	Form Letter B
	Varsity Construction  

	Form Letter C
	No Nuclear Power for Space Missions  

	Fortier, Jason & Mika
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Fosse, Chris  
	Foster, Scott
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fouts, John
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fox, Mike  
	Framatome Cogema Fuels  
	Rick Edwards

	Frank, M.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Frazier, Alan
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Frederick, Debbie  
	Form Letter A

	Freedom Socialist Party and Radical Women  
	Megan Cornish

	Freeland, Richard
	Postcard Campaign A  

	French, Charlotte
	Postcard Campaign A  

	French, J. N.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	French, James N.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	French, Kay
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Freund, Kurt
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Freund, Marva
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Frevina, Steve, Jr.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Fricke, Chance
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Frisby, Jason
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Frott, Allen
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fullington, Joyce  
	Fulner, Joh
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fulnyler, Curt
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Fund, Lois  
	Funderburg, Dustin
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Funderlurg, Holly
	Postcard Campaign A  


	G
	Gabay, Jerry  
	Gadd, Rod R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Galbraith, Grace
	(Form Letter B)  

	Gale, Cheryl R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gale, Julie K.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gale, Kenneth R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Galvin, Michael R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gangl, Don
	Form Letter B

	Gannon, Eileen  
	Gantt, Douglas
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Garcia, Joe
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Garcia, Joe A.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gardner, Brian
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gardner, Dagmar  
	Form Letter A

	Garland, Marc  
	Garten, Patrick  
	Garza, Abe
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Garza, Adan
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gasaert, Earl S.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gates, Lynn L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gay, Peter  
	Gebhardt, Wayne
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gedeon, Aldine P.  
	Geffel, M. B.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gemini, Grace L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gentle, Twyla J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Georg, Gloria V.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gesell, Therese  
	Gibbs, Jesse
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Giese, Peter A.  
	Giever, Richard J.  
	Gilchrist, C. J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gillespie, Connie
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gillespie, Rod
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gillette, Robert M.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gillispie, Rex
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gilmour, G. F.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Glesener, Diana
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gliur, Carol J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Goble, Patrick R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Godfrey, Bruce E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Godfrey, Sheila
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Goeckner, Darrell
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Golden, Danny R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Golden, Rachael  
	Golden, Rachel  
	Gomez, Floyd
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gonsalves, E.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gonzalez, C. R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Goodenow, Larry
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Goodman, Roy D.  
	Goodsitt, B.  
	Gordon, Carol  
	Gordon, Jack  
	Gosman, Jr., Rob  
	Gosman, Robert M.  
	Gosney, Tim
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gover, Jane
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Government Accountability Project  
	Tom Carpenter

	Gradisher, Bruce A.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Graham, Holly G.  
	Grant, Kevin
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Grant, Robert W.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gravenslund, J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Graves, Carmen
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Graves, Robert
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Gray, Kenneth
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Green, Kelly
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Green, Ron
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Green, William E.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Greene, Gary  
	Greenough, Brenda J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Greenough, Stephen
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Greenough, Violet
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Greenough, Violet J.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Greenwell, R. K.  
	Gregg, Clark
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gregory, Thomas R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Greiff, Von
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Greisel, Patricia  
	Grems, Robert
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Grendall, Shawn
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Griffin, Maryanne  
	Griffith, Rita  
	Grimes, Dollyanna
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Gritter, Jean  
	Gross, Laurel L.  
	Grudowski, Ted  
	Grunst, Fred J.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Grunst, Sharon
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Guajardo, Eliazar
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Guay, Mary
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Guhr, Kurt
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Guin, Jack
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Guinnier, Phil M.  
	Gundle, Noami  
	Gundle, Norm  
	Gurth, Robert T.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Guthrie, Mike
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Guttenberg, Sol  
	Postcard Campaign B

	Gwan, J. L.
	Postcard Campaign A  
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	Haberstok, J. K.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hagaduin, David A.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Halgren, Dale
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hall, Florine
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hall, Joseph M.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hall, Patty
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hall, Ron
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hall, Teresa
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hallebak, Marily
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hallebeke, Arnold Van
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Halstein, Carrie  
	Halterman, Stephen R.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hambelton, Kevin
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hamilton, Don
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hamilton, Susan (2)
	U. S. Mail
	Public Hearing; Richland, Washington

	Hamilton, William E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hamlet, Russ and Meg  
	Hammer, Buzz
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hampton, Charles
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hancock, Tim
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hancock, Wendy
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hanford Watch  
	Paige Knight
	Lynn Porter

	Hangslebert, Tamara L.
	Form Letter A

	Hankins, Sherrey
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hannah, Nancy  
	Hanrahan, Lynn  
	Hanrahan, Steve  
	Hansen, Andrew
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hansen, Gerald
	Form Letter C

	Hansen, Jeannie
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hansen, JoLynn
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hansen, Paula Kalyer
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hansen, Sonja
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hansen-Fackas, Suzzenne
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hanson, Colleen  
	Hanson, Dee
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hanson, Kristin  
	Hanson, P. L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harder, Scott W.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harding, Karen  
	Public Hearing; Hood River, Oregon
	Public Hearing; Portland, Oregon

	Harding, Keith  
	Hardy, Dwight
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harmala, Walt
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harman, Joyce A.  
	Harnett, Danny M.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harris, Howard R.  
	Harris, Kinny
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Harris, Richard L.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harris, Rosemary  
	Hart, Todd
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hartl, Mayme  
	Hartmann, James A.  
	Harvey, Aune
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harvey, Daniel  
	Harvey, Roland
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Harvill, Wynona
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Harville, Leonard  
	Harville, Nancy
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hastings, Tammy
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hatfield, K. E.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hauter, Wenonah  
	Public Citizen  

	Hawkins, Betty L.  
	Hawkins, Elaine
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hay, Amy
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hayden, K. D.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hayden, Lorna
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hays, Kellie
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hazlett, Pat  
	Heacock, Harold (4)
	Postcard Campaign A  
	Public Hearing; Hood River, Oregon
	Public Hearing; Portland, Oregon
	Public Hearing; Richland, Washington

	Heart of America Northwest
	Tiffany Devoy
	Dave Johnson
	Gerald Pollet (4)
	Public Hearing; Hood River, Oregon
	Public Hearing; Portland, Oregon
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	Sarah Schmidt
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	Heasler, Patricia  
	Heaston, Dale
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Heaston, Elizabeth
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Heaston, Karen
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Heaston, Suzanne
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hebert, Carol  
	Hedge, Chris
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hedge, Harold
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hedges, Amande L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hedlund, Robert  
	Heg, J. M.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Heid, Kermeth
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Heid, Pauline
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Heikens, Kenneth E.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Heikens, Sharon L.
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Heller, Paula
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Helloma, M.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Helms, Jubal
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Helms, Patti
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Henderson, Pat
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hendrick, Debbie
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hendrix, Nancy  
	Hendry, Jim
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hendry, John
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Henke, Gene
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Henn, John S.
	Postcard Campaign A  

	Hennessey, Michael
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Hennings, Jerry
	Postcard Campaign B  

	Henry, Darrel W.
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