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Dear Ms. Branum:

‘We have reviewed the draft environmental impact statement (EIS) for the Condon Wind
Project according to our responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act (CAA). Section 309, independent of NEPA, specifically
directs the EPA to review and comment in writing on the environmental impacts associated with
all major federal actions and the document’s adequacy in meeting NEPA requirements.

The Condon Wind Project is located on 38 acres of private non irrigated agricultural land
within a 4,200-acre study area located on both sides of Highway 206, five miles northwest of
Condon in Gilliam County, north-central Oregon. SeaWest Power proposes to build 41 wind
turbines with a capacity of 24.6 megawatts (MW). The project most likely will include 42
additional wind turbines with 25.2 MW during a second phase. According to the Bonneville
Power Administration (BPA), data reveals a less economic wind resource than anticipated and a
larger project may be more economical.

The turbines would be located on top of plateaus to take advantage of the best wind and
spaced (460 feet between towers) to allow room for agricultural use and crop dusting. Total
height of each tower is 274.5 feet, constructed on 12- foot diameter concrete foundations. Phase
one and two would each have 6.5 strings or rows. Depending on width, there would be between
14 and 17 miles of existing and new graveled roads in the project.

The EPA’s earlier concerns in a scoping letter about bird collisions with the turbines
were satisfactorily answered with a detailed analysis on avian mortality from other wind power
projects and with proposed actions to mitigate those effects:

. Avian use in the study area is low.

. The design of tubular steel towers rather than lattice towers minimize bird
perching or nesting opportunities.

. The slow-moving blade rotation (one revolution every two seconds) increases the
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