Department of Energy

Bonneville Power Admemisiration
P.O. Box 3621
Pertland, Cregon 97208-3621

December 12, 2000
In reply refer to: KEC-4
To: People Interested in the Schultz - Hanford Area Transmission Line Project

Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is proposing to build a new transmissian line that could
affect you. This letter briefly explains what is being proposed, outlines our process and
schedule, and invites you 1o meetings where you can learn more.

Proposal - BPA is proposing 1o construct a transmission line through central Washington,
The new S00-kilovolt (kV) line would relieve constraints on several transmission lines actoss the
state. It would alse provide more operational flexibility so that BPA can meet its obligations to
endangered salmon and maintain transmission capacity to import and export energy.

Alternatives - Passible transmission routes are in Kitlitas, Yakima, Grant, and Benton Counties.

(See attached map.) The proposed line would be consiructed from Schultz Substation

(near Ellensburg) to either a substation on the Hanford Reach National Monument within the Hanford
Nuclear Reservation or a new substation just southwest of the Hanfiord Nuclear Reservation,

Four altemative routes are being considered. All would require the purchase of new right-of-way,

*  Alternative | would parallel the existing S00-kV line that runs from Schultz Substation to
Vantage Substation and on to Hanford Substation (called the Schuliz-Vantage-Hanford line).
The new line would be 200 1o 2000 feet from the existing line. An option would be to end
the new line at Ashe Substation. In that case, the new line would continue parallel 1o the
existing Hanford-Ashe 300-kV line at a distance of 200 to 2000 feet.

=  Alternative 2 would parallel the existing Schuliz-Vantage 300-kV line at a distunce of
20k 1o 2000 feer. It would then paralle] next 1o the existing Midway-Vantage 230-kV
line wo a new Blackrock Substation near Benton Rural Electric Association'’s existing
Blackrock Substation,

= Alternative 3 would parallel (ar a distance of 200-2000 feet) the existing Schultz-Vantage
S00-kY line to the west side of the Columbia River. The line would then turn south on new
right-of-way to the new Blackrock Substation. In the area requiring new right-of-way, we
have included a broad study area,

= Alternative 4 would paralle] the existing Columbia-Ellensburg-Moxee-Midway 115-kV lines
that pass through Ellensburg and Yakima before ending at the new Blackrock Substation.

We are also considering not building a new line.




Public Meetings - We will soon start lo assess the environmental impacis of the proposed
alternatives. But before we do, we would like 1o hear from you. What questions do you have?
What resources should we analyze? Are there other routes we should consider? We have
scheduled open house public meetings to hear your ideas,

Tuesday, January %, 2001 Wednesday, January 1, 2001  Thursday, Jan. 11, 2001

410 8 p.m. 4 1o 8 pm. 4 to § p.m,
Sage Brush Senior Center Yakima County Courthouse Hal Holmes Community Center
442 Desent Aire Drive Roem 420 201 North Ruby Street
Desert Aire, Washington Yakima, Washingion Ellenshurg, Washington

We do not plan to give a formal presemation at the meetings, 50 come anylime between 4 and B p.m
Several members of the project team will be available to answer your questions and listen 1o your
idens,

Other Ways to Comment - If you cannot come 1o one of the mestings, you can still comment.

If your comement by January 25, 2001, well be able to incorporate your ideas into our environmental
siipdies, Call BPA's oll-free comment line at 1-800-622-4519, and leave a message (pleass include
the name of this project); send an e-mail o comment @ bpa.gov: or mail comments 10 Bonneville
Power Administration, Public Affairs Officer - KC-7, P.0O, Box 12999, Portland. Oregon 97212,
You cin use the enclosed form to submit comments if you like.

ProcessfSchedule - The information we gather in our environmental analysis will be published
in a Draft Environmental Impact Statement that will be available for review and comment late
next year. I vou would like to receive 4 copy, please retum the enclosed postcard and check
wheether you would like to receive it by regular or electronic mail, If vou do not return the
postcard, vou will still receive notice when the study is available.

Once we have completed the environmental review, BPA will decide whether and how o
proceed with the project. 1T BPA decides to proceed, construction would likely begin in 2004,

For More Information - If vou have any questions about this proposal, please call me toll-free at
1-B00-282-3T13. at my direct number, (503 ) 230-5525; or send an e-mail to lcdriessen@® bpa.gov.

Thank you for your interest in our wiark.

Sincerely,

A2

Lou Diriessen
Project Manager

3 Enclosures:
Map

Post Card
Comment Form







Schultz-Hanford Transmission Line Project
“I'd Like to Tell You . .. "

1. When you develop alternative routes please consider

2. Please avoid areas like

3. Please be sure your envirenmental studies look at

4, | meed more information about

i

. | have these other comments

|__' Mease put me on your project mailing list. (You are already on the mall list If you have received mailed notice.)

Naime

Address

Please mail your comments by famuary 25, 2001

Bonneville Power Administration
Public Alkairs Office - KC
PO, Hox 12094
Fortland, OR 97212
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Department of Energy

Bonneville Power Administration
P.O. Box 3821
Portland, Oregon 87208-3621

March 26, 2001
In reply refer to: KEC-

Tao: People Interested in the Schultz - Hanford Area Transmission Line Project

Last December, Bonneville Power Administration (BEA) wrote to tell you about a proposed peoject that could affect
you. We had proposed building a new transmission line in central Washington and were locking at four possible
romtes. We asked for your comments to help us refine the proposal. Response was grear; we received over 1000
COmmEnts,

Afies reviewing your comments, we have made some changes to our proposal. We are no longer considering the
option (formerly called Alternative 4) that went south and east frem Schultz Substation, by Ellensburg, and arcund
Yakima and Moxee. We estimated that the cxpenses associated with the needed right-of-way through developed
land would be very high and this altemative became too expensive 1o be considersd, We have also added an
alternative to try to avoid some of the imgated farmilands,

This letter briefly describes the altematives we are still considering, outlines our next steps, and tells where to call if
vou have questions.

Proposal - BPA is still proposing to construct a transmission line through central Washington, The new 500-kilovolt
(kW) line is needed o relieve constraints on several wansmission paths (lines) across the state. [ would add more
transmissicn capability to move power from generation facilities in the northern Columbia River basin through
central Washingron. It would also provide more operational flexibility so BPA can meet its obligations to
endangered salmon and maintiin power transfier capabilities., -

Alternatives — Possible transmission routes are in Kittitas, Yakima, Grant, and Benton Counties {See attached map).
The proposed line would be construeted from Schultz Substation (near Ellensburg) 1o either a substation on the
Hanford Reach National Monoment within the Hanford Muclear Reservation or a new substation just southwest of the
Hanford Muclear Reservation, Four alternative routes are being considered. All would require the purchase of new
right-of-way.

*  Altermative 1 would parallel the existing 500-kV line that runs from Schuliz Substation to Vantage Substation
and en to Hanford Substation (ealled the Schuliz-Vantage-Hanford line). The new line would be up to 1200 feet
froe the existing line. (BPA must separaie major lines by as much as 1200 feet to meet electric reliability
standards.) We have not yet decided which side of the existing right-of-way would be better, north or sonth,

+  Alternative 1A, (just like Altemative 1), would paralle] the existing 500V line from Schultz Substation o
Vantage Substation. But a different route would be studied betwesn Vantage and Hanford to avoid irmgated
agricultural land. Instead, it would follow the southern edge of the Saddle Mountains and then pasallel, at a
distance of up to 1200 feer, the existing 500-kY Grand Coulee-Hanford line into Hanford.

= Alternative 2 would also paralle] the existing Schultz—Vantage S00-kV line at a distance of up t 1200 feer. I
wiould tum south, paralle] next to the existing 230-k'V line 10 Midway Substation, then following anather 230-kV
line to a new Blackrock Substation near Benton Rural Electric Association's existing Blackrock Substation. 'We




ark looking at the possibility of tearing down the existing 230-KV line in places, and rebuilding it with a double-
circuit line that would hold both the 230-kV line and the new 300-kV line.

+  Alternative 3 would parallel, at a distance of up to 1200 faet, the axisting Schultz—Vantage SO0V line to the
west side of the Colembia River. Before crossing the River, the line would head south on new right-of-way
mxanly acoass the Yakima Training Cefter 10 a new Blackrock Substation.

We are also considering not building a new line.

Public Comment Summary = In December and January, BPA received 1031 comments on this proposed project.
Mozt (63 percent) were given at public meetings we had in January. We also received comments by mail, phone,
and e-mail,

Most comments (71 percent) focused on the alismatives (316} or expected environmental impacts (415). Most
people commented on impacts of a new transmission line to agricultural land and developed arcas.

The project team reviewed all the comments and used them in refining the proposal. The comments will also be used
in preparing the envirenrmental impact statement.

Mext Steps = We are starting work on the environmental analysis. The information we gather will be published in a
Draft Environmental Impact Staternent that will be available for review and comment late this year. To complete the
environmental work, BPA needs to conduct on-the-ground envirenmental surveys. BPA also needs to begin
preliminary mapping and design work to refine the possible ronnes.

To conduct the analysis we may nead o access property along the proposed routes. If so, we will contact those
property owners for permission.

Omce we have completed the environmental review, BPA will decide whether and how to proceed with the project.
If BPA decides to proceed, constmetion would likely begm in 2004,

For More Information = If you have any questions shout this proposal, please call me wil-fres at 1-800-282-3713;
at my diréct number, (03] 230-5525; or send an e-mail to lodriessen@bpa.gov. Information on the project will be
posted on BPA's web site at www afw bpa pov undar emiranmental planningfenalyvis.

Thank vou for your interest in our work.

Sincerely,

Leu Driessen
Project Manager

Enclosure:
Map
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Department of Energy

Bonnaville Power Administration
F.0. Box 36241
Portland, Cregon 97208-3621

June &, 2001
In reply refer to: KEC-4

To: People Interested in the Schultz - Hanford Area Transmission Line Project

Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) is proposing to build a new transmission line and one of the
alternatives we are sdying (Altemative 1A) could affect your property. This letter briefly axplaing what
is being proposed, ontdines our process and schedule, and tells where to call for mone information.

Proposal - BPA 15 proposing to construct a transmission line through central Washington. The new
S00-kilovolt (kW) line would relieve constraints on several transmission lines across the state, It would
also provide more operational flexibility so that BPA can meet its obligations to endangered salmon and
maintain transmission capacity to import and export energy,

Alternatives - Possible transmission routes are in Kittitas, Yakima, Grant, and Benton counties (See attached
map). The proposed line would be constructed from Schuliz Substation (near Ellensburg) 1o aither a
substation on the Hanford Reach National Monument within the Hanford Nuclear Beservation or & new
substation just southwest of the Hanford Nuclear Reservation. Four altemnative routes are being considered. All
would require the purchase of new right-of-way.

»  Alternative 1 would parallel the existing 500-kV line that runs from Schultz Substation to Vantage
Substation and on to Hanford Substation (called the Schultz-Vantage-Hanford line). The new line
would be up to 1200 feet from the existing line (BPA must separate major lines by as much as
1200 feet to meet electric reliability standards.

s Alternative 1A would parzllel the existing 500-kV line from Schuliz Substation to Vantage Substation
(just like Alternative 1), But a different ronte would be studied between Vantage and Hanford to avoid
irrigated agriculural land. Instead, it would go east from Vantage for about a mile on new right-of-way
before turning south for about five miles. It would then tum east and follow the southern edge of the
Saddle Mountains for about 15 miles before turning south and paralleling, at a distance of up to
1200 fieet, the existing 300-kV Grand Coules-Hanford line into Hanford,

& Alternative 2 would parallel the existing Schultz-Vantage 500-kV line at a distance of up to 1200 feet.
It would turn south and parallel the existing 230-kV line to Midway Sobstation, then follow another
230-kV line to a new Blackrock Substation near Benton Rural Electric Association's existing Blackrock
Substation. We are looking at the possibility of tearing down the existing 230-k'V line in places and
rebuilding it with a double-circuit line that would hold both the 230-kV line and the now 500-kY linc,




« Alternative 3 would parallel, at a distance of wp 101200 feet, the existing Schultz-Vantage 500-kV line,
but before crossing the Columbia River, the line would head south on new right-of-way mainly across
the Yakima Training Center to a new Blackrock Substation.

We are also considering not building 2 new line, an alternative we always consider,

Next Steps - We are working on the environmental analysis. The information we gather will be published
in a Draft Environmental Impact Staternent that will be available for review and comment late this year.

Ta camplete the eavironmental work, EPA needs to conduct on-the-ground environmental surveys. We
also need to begin preliminary mapping and design work to refine the possible routes.

To do this work, we may need to access property along the proposed routes. If so, we will contact those
PrOPerty OWners to Tequest permission.

Once we have completed the environmental review, BPA will decide whether and how to proceed with the
project. If BPA decides to proceed, construction would likely begin in 2004,

For More Information — If you have any questions about this proposal, please call me toll-free at 1-300-
282-3713; at my direct number, (503) 230-3523; or send an e-mail to ledrisssen @ bpa.eoy. Information on
the project will he posted on BPA's web site at www.efw boa.gov under enviranmental planninglanalysis,

Please remrn the enclosed postcard to receive a copy of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement,
Otherwise you will receive notice when it is available.

Thank you for your interest in our work.
Sincerely,

2

ou
Project Manager

2 Enclosures:
Map
Postoard
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Department ol Energy

Banneville Power Administration
P.O. Box 3621
Partland, Cregon 87208-3621

July 30, 2001

In reply refer to: KEC-4
To: People Interested in the Schultr - Hanford Area Transmission Line Project

Ronneville Power Administration (BPA) has selected a prefemmed alternative from the project alternatives
being considersd for this project. The preferred altemative is highlighted on the enclosed map. This letter
explains that choiee and tells oor next steps.

Background

BEA is proposing to constract a transmission line through central Washington, The new 50(-kilovelt
(kW) line would relieve constraints on several lransmission lines across the state. It would also provide
more operational fexibility so that BPA can meet its obligations o endangered salmon and maintain
ransmission capacity o import and export energy.

[ast winter BPA hired a team of consultants to stdy the impacts of the proposed project on the
environment. We are using this information fo write an environmental impact staternent (EIS). The
information collected by the eonsultants contributed to our selection of the preferred alternative. All
praject aliernatives will be analyzed in the EIS, The EIS will also identily impacts of the no action
alternative.

Preferred Allernative

For the draft EIS, the preferred alternative {Tormerly referred to as Alternative 2) has besn selected because
it would:

e [Increase BPA transmission system capacity

e Maintain BPA transmission system reliability

= Minimize impacts Lo environmental resources such as imgated agriceltural lands, cultural resources,
rnilitary land uses, and plants and animals

* Provide fastest energization date

e Minimize costs while meeting BPA's long-term iransmission ngeds

11




The preferred alternative would parallel the existing Schultz-Yantage 500-kY line at a distance of up to
1200 feet. Closer to Vantage, the new line would head south for a short distance and then east to meet up
with the Schultz-Hanford line closer (o Vantage (s¢e enclosed map). From Vantage, the new line would
turn south and parallel the existing 230-kV line to Midway Substation, then follow another 230-kV line to a
new substation (several names are being considered). We are looking at the possibility of tearing down the
existing 230-kV line in places and rebuilding it with a deuble-circuit line that would hold both the 230-kV
line and the new 500-kV line.

This selection of a preferred alternative is not a final agency decision. We will make a final decision on an
alternative after we 1ssue the final EIS. We welcome your comments on the preferred and other
alternatives,

Current Work

Wi continue 1o conduct ocation surveys, The surveys will provide engineering design data and help us
identify wetland boundaries, stream crossings, and other needed environmental field information. The
surveys will locate property monuments and set control points for acrial photography, Between now and
March 2002, the surveys will also help us stake tower locations on the ground. Tower locations need (o
meet the needs of landowners and BPA. If you have concerns regarding staked tower locations, contact
BFA al any time.

This month, BPA will conteact with appraisers to analyze market data on propeny valoes along the
preferred alternative route. Landowners along this route will be contacted to request an interview
regarding this process. Interviews will be done between now and January 2002,

What You May See

Your may see survey crews dnving on or parking alongside local roads. The survey team may use tripods
and bright yvellow Global Positioning System equipment. The survey erews will be locating and surveying
property and section comer monuments. If vou see a white plastic X about 20 feet across on the ground, i
is being vsed for agrial photography. and the X will be removed after the photography is done. The survey
crew will mark survey and rower locations with flags and survey stakes.

Mext Steps

We will have a draft E1S available for public and agency review later this year. We will notify evervone on
our mail list when the draft EIS is available and invite them to comment at a public mesting, by mail,
phone or c-mail. More information about commenting will be available when the draft EIS is released. All
comments received will he addressed in the final EIS and will help us make a2 decision on the project next
VEr.

12




For More Information

If wou have any questions, please call me toll-free at 1-800-282-3713; at my direct number,

(503 230-5525; or send an e-mail 1o ledressen @bpa.gov. Information on the project will be posted on
BPA's web site at www . efw bpagov under environmental ploaningdanalysis,

Thank vou for your interest in this project.

Sincerely, T ey
o) 2 Fi
Y o
P
Lou Dnessen,

Project Manager

Enclosure: Map

13
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Department of Energy

Bonneville Povier Admanisiraton
P.0. Box 491
Yancouver, Washinglon S8666-0491

TEAMEMISEION BUSIMNEEE LINE

February &, 204
Inreply refer to: TNMN-TPP-3
To: People Interested in the Schultz - Hanford Area Transmission Line Project

We would like 1o hear frem you on Benneville Power Admindsoation’s {EPA} propesal o constructa
Si=kilovalt (kW) transmizsion line from BPA"s Schnliz Substatien to & new or existing substation near the
U5, Deparient of Evergy’s Hanford Reservation.

Druring the scoping process for this project, you indicated whether you wished to receive a copy of the Dnafi
Envitonmental Impact Statement { DES) or just the Summary. Based on vour response to us, please find a copy of
the DEIS enclosed for your review and commend, or the Summary enclosed for your information,

How to Comment: Choose the way you would lke to comment Winte 1 letter to BP A, Commimcatens — KO-
T, PO Box 12004, Portland, Oregon 97212; call BPA' wll-free comment lins at 1-800-622-451% and Jeave n
message; come o the pubhe eetings identified below, or send an e-mail to comprent@ime gov, Comments will be
accepted towough Mareh 25, 2002

Public Meetings: BPA will hold theee public mestings on the DEIS. You are invited 0 ablend these open house
meetings and comment on the DEIS. The meetings will be held:

February 26, 2002 February 27, 2002 February 28, 2002
4200 pom . b T=00 o, 4000 poma. to 700 pom. 4200 pom. b0 T00 o
Hal Holmes Community Center — Sage Brush Senior Center Fichland Days Inn
West Room
201 Ruby Streel 441 Desert Adre Diive a15 Tadwin Avemese
Ellensburg, Desert Aire Richland

We do not plan to give a fonmal presentation at tee meetiigs, g0 please stop by anytime between 400 pr and 700 pam.
Several members of the project team will b+ available o answer questions on the DELS and take vour comments. A BFA
staff pereon will be able to talk to people inSpareh, if necessary.

For More Information: 1Fyouhave any questions, please call me toll-free at 1-800-282-3713; at iy direct
number, {360) 619-632T: or send an e-mail to bdrlessai@mbpa gov. Thank vou for your interestin this preject.

Sincerely,

Lo Cmessen
Project Manager
En Espafiol —

15




Dapartment of Enargy

Bonmwville Power Adminestrabon
PO Box 61400
Wancouver, Wa SBGEG-1400

TEAMEMIZEIIN BUSIMESS LINE

April 15, 2002
In reply refer to: TNP-TPP.3; (Schuliz-Hanford )

To:  People Interested in the Schultz-Hanford Area Transmission Line Project

In Febmary 2002, Bonnevills Power Administration wrote to tell you about the svailability of a
Drraft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the Schultz-Hanford Area Transmizzion Line
Project. We asked for yonr comments on the Draft EIS and held three public meesings in central
Waslangton, Thank you for @king the tme e tell ws your ideas.

Thua letter provides a project updaste, briefly summanzez the public comments, and descnbes our

et sleps.
Praject Update

BPA atill proposes to boild a 500-kV transmission line in central Washington. The preferred
alternative would connect from BPA"s Scholiz Substation to & new substation called Wautoma,
which is located southwest of the 18, Department of Energy’s Hanford Reservation {Hanford),
This mew SO0-EY line would increase transmsaion capacity north of Hanford and allow
additional power te move theongh thiz area. The preferred rowte wonld proceed mostly around
the Yakima Traming Cender and would be on private lands from Vantage to the Wantoma
Subaation. The preferred rome would milize about eight miles of double-cirenit stmetires
through the imigated areas between Vantage and the Columbia Biver Crossng,

Public Comments

In Fetruary and March, BPA reecived comments on the proposed mansmission line aliernatives.
Many of these comments were from public meetings held in Ellensburg, Desert Asre, and
Fichland. We also recaved comments by phone, mail, and e-mal.

The commenis focnsed on:

*  Coneerns about a potential transmission ling re-route around tribal allotment land

* A deaire to uze double-ciremt structures for more of the prefarred tranamizzion line route

o Concerns abont the preferved alremative croszing the Hanford Monnment and affecting
senztve habital

o Duestions about maps in the Draft EIS and Exeentive Summary

16
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MNext Steps

BPA will continue o conduct environmental studies in the project area. Culioral, plant, and
wildlifie resouree surveys will continme through the spring and summer. BPA s in the process of
srveying and designing the preferred plan. Tower @fes ave bemng delinzated and access roads to
those fower sites are being sited. BPA will also be @lking 1o land owners for perchasing of
nghts across their property,

We will read and respond 10 &l comments submitied dunng the comment penod, A Final EIS is
expected 1o be pubhshed by winter 2002 (if you received the Draft EIS, vou will receive a Final
EI5 nnless vom tell us yon do not want a copyil. 1F yon did not receive the Draft EI1S and would
like & Final EIS, please call 1-800-622-4319 or e=mail comemenii@iog gov, and you will receive
the document when it is available, All vour comments and our responses will be published in the
Final EIS. Also, where appropnace, the Final EIS will be npdated with any changes to the
proposal or analyais as 2 resull of commenits or Geld studies,

Omee we have completed the Final EES, BPA will 12ane a Record of Decision owtlining whether
and how we will proceed with the project. 15 we decids to proceed, construction would Likely
begin in zpring 2003,

For More Information
If won have any guestions, please call me toll-free af 1-800-282-3713; at my direct number, (360}
619-5327,; or send an e-mail to ledriessen@fpa gov. Thank vou for yvour interest in this project.

Sinceraly,

A8 Neecy: Wiltpenn 4.1 5. 20402
Lo Driessen
Project Manager
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