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 As stated in the Draft EIS (Section 2.3), Section 1.8 of the Final EIS, and the NEOH Master Plan (Ashe et 
al. 2000), several other potential sites in the Imnaha and Grande Ronde Subbasins were evaluated, but dropped 
from further consideration due to a variety of reasons, including inadequate water supply or quality, lack of 
available space, inadequate power supply, and/or unavailability for acquisition.  One suitable site was identified 
on the Lostine River, downstream of the proposed Lostine River Hatchery site.  This site, at the Strathearn Ranch 
(Grande Ronde Subbasin site 22, Draft EIS, Table 1-1), met the project requirements, but the owner ultimately 
decided not to make the property available.  Project team members also investigated, and eliminated from further 
consideration, possible sites on the west side of the Lostine River.  The one feasible west-side site was identified, 
but dropped from further consideration because it would require substantially more site development (road 
improvements, bridge replacement, a powerline across the river, and extensive site clearing and grading); have a 
potentially greater impact to adjacent landowners (immediately adjacent to one residence and requiring several 
other residents to drive through hatchery facilities to access their property); and result in more disruption and 
potential impact to the natural environment (McMillen 2003, personal communication). 
 
Sections 3.2 through 3.17 of the Draft EIS describe the anticipated impacts to the natural and built environment as 
a result of the proposed project, including construction, operation, and cumulative effects of traffic (Section 3.10) 
and noise (Section 3.13).  Section 3.10.3 of the Draft EIS, as revised for the Final EIS, includes a discussion of the 
potential traffic impacts on nearby roads and residents.  Traffic would increase at all sites temporarily during 
construction.  At the Lostine River Hatchery, long-term impacts to traffic would be associated with the on-site 
residences, local employees, supply trips, and fish transport trips.  For about 3 weeks in January, five to eight 
additional round-trips per day would be made by temporary workers employed at the hatchery (Zollman 2003, 
personnel communication).  The number of trips to and from the hatchery and associated impacts on neighbors 
would be about the same whether the hatchery was located on the proposed site or across the river. 
 
Although the proposed Lostine River Hatchery has the greatest potential to affect local residents given its 
proximity to homes and the current undeveloped nature of the site, it is the intent of hatchery co-managers to be 
good neighbors within the community.  Therefore, the proposed project includes use of best management 
practices, activities, and other measures to avoid prolonged incidents of loud or excessive noise during 
construction and operation.  During construction, noise-generating activities would be controlled by limiting the 
hours of construction.  Measures to avoid loud or excessive noise during facility operations would include 
enclosing pumps and generators within buildings, and locating new facilities as far away as feasible from nearby 
residences. 
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