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Background:


Energy Technology Engineering Center (ETEC)

ETEC has not had a reportable electrical safety occurrence in four years.  The remaining work at ETEC is similar to what has occurred over the last four years and primarily consists of the decontamination and demolition (D&D) of two inactive buildings and the hazardous waste facility.  Due to the success of the existing safety procedures for similar work no specific action plan to improve electrical safety is planned at this time.  The anticipated completion date for this project is September 30, 2007.

Separations Process Research Unit (SPRU)

SPRU has not had any electrical safety occurrences.  Environmental restoration field activities at SPRU began in 2000.  Since that time, soil and ground water characterizations have represented the primary field activities.  Electrical work has been incidental to these efforts.  There have been no reportable electrical safety occurrences.  Beginning in FY 2005, SPRU will undertake several decommissioning and related activities which will increase the potential for contact with hazardous energy sources.  As the office f Environmental Management has no management and operating contractor at SPRU, environmental remediation and demolition activities are conducted by subcontractors working under the direct oversight of DOE employees assigned to the site.  

Safety, including electrical safety, is an integral part of the subcontract development, evaluation, award, and execution process.  Subcontractors are required to have comprehensive safety programs, develop health and safety plans that follow DOE Guidelines, and activity specific hazard analysis.  Subcontractors are also required to have a safety professional on-site.  There are two subcontractors currently working at the SPRU site, both of which have developed standard operating procedures relative to electrical safety.   Electrical interfaces, including lock-out/tag-out of energy sources, are jointly conducted with personnel from Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory, which is the Naval Reactor Facility at which SPRU is located.  

Since there have been no occurrences there are no corrective actions planned and a schedule for implementing actions is not being developed for SPRU or ETEC.  However, as directed, quarterly reports will be provided to NA-10 during FY 2005.  

Discussion:


As discussed above the SPRU project has not had an electrical occurrence and the ETEC project has not had one in four years.  The absence of occurrences at ETEC is attributed to effective safety procedures.  The SPRU project is early in its lifecycle, and the lessons learned provided in the July 19 memorandum from Everett Beckner, Deputy Administrator for Defense Programs, will be evaluated in future safety plans submitted by the subcontractors.  
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